
 

 October 4, 2015 
Twenty-seventh Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  
“Let the children come to me; 
do not prevent them, 
for the kingdom of God belongs 
to such as these.”  

— Mark 10:14  
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M., Pastor 
 

Parish Center 
1010 West Webster Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60614 
Phone: 773-325-8610  Fax: 773-325-8626 
Email: info@stvdep.org 
Website: www.stvdep.org 
facebook.com/stvincentdepaulparishchicago 

Mass Schedule 

Weekends: 
Saturday at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday at 8:00 a.m., 
10:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. 
September through May: 
8:30 p.m. 
 
Weekdays: 
Monday through Friday at 
8:00 a.m. 
 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Monday mornings after the 
8:00 a.m. Mass 
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 Last weekend in Philadelphia, Pope Francis addressed 
the World Meeting of Families at its closing mass. 
Throughout his time as pope, the Holy Father has focused on 
supporting families throughout the world. In fact, today 
begins a “synod” or meeting of bishops from around the 
world to discuss family life. (Archbishop Cupich will be one of 
the bishops in Rome for the month-long meeting.) We all 
know that there are many challenges and difficulties in 
family life, and we pray that the Holy Spirit may guide the 
bishops gathered to support all families. In his homily last 
weekend, Pope Francis reminded us of the hope we have 
that our families can be strengthened through faith and love: 
 

Faith opens a “window” to the presence and working 
of the Spirit. It shows us that, like happiness, holiness is 
always tied to little gestures. “Whoever gives you a cup of water in my name 
will not go unrewarded,” says Jesus (cf. Mk 9:41). These little gestures are those 
we learn at home, in the family; they get lost amid all the other things we do, 
yet they do make each day different. They are the quiet things done by 
mothers and grandmothers, by fathers and grandfathers, by children. They are 
little signs of tenderness, affection and compassion. Like the warm supper we 
look forward to at night, the early lunch awaiting someone who gets up early 
to go to work. They are the gestures of home. Like a blessing before we go to 
bed, or a hug after we return from a hard day’s work. Love is shown by little 
things, by attention to small daily signs which make us feel at home. Faith grows 
when it is lived and shaped by love. That is why our families, our homes, are true 
domestic churches. They are the right place for faith to become life, and life to 
become faith. 

Jesus tells us not to hold back these little miracles. Instead, he wants us to 
encourage them, to spread them. He asks us to go through life, our everyday 
life, encouraging all these little signs of love as signs of his own living and active 
presence in our world. 

How many of us are here at this celebration! This is itself something prophetic, a 
kind of miracle in today’s world. Would that we could all be prophets! Would 
that all of us could be open to miracles of love for the sake of all the families of 
the world, and thus overcome the scandal of a 
narrow, petty love, closed in on itself, impatient 
of others! 

From the Pastor 
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News & Notes 

A World in Need. Reach the Poor. 
Bring Peace in Kenya. 

 You are invited and encouraged to 
partner with the Vincentians in their Kenya 
Mission. Our parish has been blessed with 
the gifts of many Vincentians over the years. 
In an effort to support the Vincentian 
Mission in Kenya, there will be a second 
collection next weekend. Please help the 
Vincentians reach the poor at their four 
parishes and 20 outstations. Your generosity 
will help cover the ordinations of priests and 
deacons, support for seminarians’ families in 
time of crisis, outreach to the poor, and 
transportation costs to serve in jails, 
hospitals, parishes, and slums. 

The Seton Sandwich 
Kitchen Needs Your 

Donations! 

 The Seton Sandwich 
Kitchen is currently very 
low on the following items: 

white cotton socks, coffee and creamer (non-
flavored). Please consider adding just a little 
extra to your shopping list this week. 
Donations of these items would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 The Seton Sandwich Kitchen, food 
pantry, and other Outreach Commission 
programs at St. Vincent de Paul Parish are 
supported by donations from individual 
parishioners. Thank you for your continued 
support. If you have any questions, feel free 
to contact Katie Leifer at ktleifer@gmail.com 
or 206-293-3468. 

New Parishioner 
Reception 

 Please join us on 
Sunday, October 18th 
at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Parish Center to 

welcome all newly registered parishioners. 
Food, wine, and beer are served! Please 
RSVP to Susan at ssmit195@depaul.edu or 
call the Parish Center at 773-325-8610. 

Help Wanted: Literacy Volunteers 

 Become a volunteer English as a Second 
Language tutor at Aquinas Literacy Center! 
Volunteer tutors are needed to instruct 
limited English proficient adult learners for 
90 minutes per week at our Center, located 
at 3540 S. Hermitage. All instruction is one-
on-one and training is provided. Knowledge 
of a second language is not required; all 
instruction is in English. 
 Join us for one of our next two tutor 
trainings: 1) Thursdays, October 8th, 15th, and 
22nd (6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.); OR 2) Friday, 
October 23rd (6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.) and 
Saturday, October 24th (9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m.). Tutors must attend all days of 
either session for certification. For more 
information, please contact Kristen Dempsey 
Pasyk at 773-927-0512 or email 
aquinasliteracy@gmail.com. 
 Since 1996, Aquinas Literacy Center, 
through English-language instruction, has 
enabled learners to transform their lives by 
acquiring skills to become successful parents, 
productive workers and responsible citizens. 
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Ushers/Greeters Needed 

 Have you been wondering how you can get more involved in the parish 
or help out in a way that is really needed? Well, we have an opportunity for 
you! We are in great need of more ushers and greeters for all Masses! The 
time commitment is minimal, the experience is meaningful, and your help in 
this ministry would be very much appreciated! Please consider helping us. 
Contact Genevieve if you are interested or have any questions: genyavello@hotmail.com, 773-
610-6473.  

News & Notes 

Congratulations 

Weddings 

Congratulations to the following couples who recently 
celebrated their weddings with us: 

Joanna Korzynski & Anthony Giannese  

Christina Betz & Christopher Cahill 

Jennifer Mata & Michael McMahon 

Adriana DeLuca & Thomas Guerra 

Kristin Yoshida & Corey Lapinski 

Mary Claire Kilmer-Lipinski & Beau Von Spreck 

Irish Silvestre & Sean Anthony Misquitta 

Catherine Aldana & Michael Sager 

Joan Haseman & Keith Liput 

Alyse McDonald & Shawn Domanic 

Patricia Korus & Jonas Falk 

Ashley Toro & David Behncke 

Jessica Rodriguez & Timothy Cadet 

Melissa Sereda & David Daly 

Anne Ellsworth & Marek Wierzba 
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Reflection 

On Marriage, Divorce, Poetry 
©2015 by John B. Reynolds (john@jrwrites.com) 

 No brag, just fact (to quote Walter Brennan from The Guns of Will Sonnett): I’m a 
published poet. Of course, for every poem I have in print, I have twenty-five that aren’t. But 
that’s OK. I’m not in it for the dough. Actually, I didn’t choose to be in it at all. God put the 
rhymes in my head, and from as far back as I can recall, I’ve been using them. Perhaps more 
correctly, God put writerly skills into my folks, who then passed them on to me. Prose came 
from Mom. Poetry, from Pop. If he wrote more than two lines ever, I don’t know, but he wrote 
two lines in an anniversary card to Mom forever ago that still speak to me: “So in the end, I 
love you, honey/And it sure beats paying alimony.” 
 In a related vein, today’s Gospel begins with the Pharisees asking Jesus, “Is it lawful for a 
husband to divorce his wife?” Certainly they are testing him, but per usual when they try to 
put Jesus on the spot, he doesn’t give them what they want. “What did Moses command 
you?” he asks, and when they say that Moses permitted the action, Jesus responds, “Because 
of the hardness of your hearts he wrote you this commandment,” he says. “But from the 
beginning of creation, God made them male and female. For this reason, a man shall leave 
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh… 
therefore what God has joined together, no human being must separate.” 
 And yet, according to an assessment of marriage in America posited by the American 
Psychological Association on their website, “…about 40 to 50 percent of married couples in 
the United States divorce.” I don’t know who the American Psychological Association is, but 
based on numbers I’ve heard tossed about over the years, 40 to 50 percent sounds about 
right. Well, I don’t mean to be flippant, but, huh? First, “Therefore what God has joined 
together, no human being must separate.” Then, “…about 40 to 50 percent of married 
couples in the United States divorce.” There’s a word I hear a lot in the corporate world when 
results don’t meet expectations. Disconnect. Exactly. 
 No brag, just fact: my wife and I will celebrate our 34th anniversary next month. I thank 
my folks for this as well. Per an (unpublished) poem I wrote for Dad years ago, “In a way I do 
not fully understand/ I love my wife because he cherished my mother.” Which is not to say 
that my parents didn’t have their share of disagreements. Which is also not to say that Gail 
and I haven’t had our share, too. Still, we are blessed to have each other, and per a 
(published) poem I wrote for her in 1981, “Hold me. Love me. Lay beside me. Teach me. 
Touch me. Mystify me. How I love the thought of growing old with you.” At the same time, I 
have good friends — good people — who have gone through divorce. Are they, therefore, not 
blessed? That’s not how I see it. Not for a heartbeat. Some marriages dissolve. Even so, 
Christ’s words should encourage all married couples to do whatever they can to keep the 
good love going. Yes, it sure beats paying alimony, but more so, married love is the stuff of 
poetry. And be it published or unpublished, it’s God-inspired, beautiful verse.  
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Mass Offerings 

Monday, October 5th  8:00 a.m. David Pierce 

Tuesday, October 6th  8:00 a.m. Carol Thomson 

Wednesday, October 7th  8:00 a.m. Tracy Dolce (Living) 

Thursday, October 8th  8:00 a.m. Ellen Rossini 

Friday, October 9th  8:00 a.m. Patricia J. Vasilko 

News & Notes 

Did you know that you can request a weekday mass to be offered on behalf of your loved ones? Sometimes 
people will have a mass intention reserved on the anniversary of a death or to support someone during a 
difficult time. Other times mass is offered in thanksgiving on a birthday or other celebration. If you would like to 
reserve a mass intention, please contact the parish office at 773-325-8610 or simply stop by. 

Weekly Intentions 

Please contact Susan in the parish center to inform us of those who are ill and in need of God’s healing and 
comfort. They will be listed in our bulletin for 3 weeks. Renewal of prayers for the sick is available by 
contacting Susan at that time. If you would like Fr. Jeremy to visit the person (if they live in the area), please let 
Susan know when you add them to the list. 

Please Pray for Our Sick 

 Let us remember all those here at St. Vincent’s who are ill and in need of God’s healing 
and comfort. Let us keep them in our prayers and thoughts, especially: Philip Bogert; Sean 
Bransfield; Tom Costigan; Ada Diaz; Bob & Pat Dillon; Richard Griego; Helen Haas; Laura 
Linke; Tom Macalik, Richard Shiman; Virginia Spengel. 

Interested in Becoming Catholic? 

 Interested in becoming Catholic? Maybe you are 
interested in being Baptized? Want to receive First 
Communion and/or Confirmation? Perhaps you grew up in 
another faith tradition, but would now like to join the 
Catholic Church? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(RCIA) is for you! If you are interested in joining RCIA this year, please contact Rebecca 
at rebeccarmichael@gmail.com. 
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 Actual vs. Budget  Last Year Comparable  

 
Aug. 2015 Budget $ Over 

Budget  Aug. 2015 Aug. 2014 $ Change 

Sunday Collections 32,325 34,450 (2,125)  32,325 32,196 129 

Other Revenue 15,693 18,455 (2,762)  15,693 19,653 (3,960) 

Total Revenue for 
August 2015 48,018 52,905 (4,887)  48,018 51,849  (3,831) 
        

Thank you for your continued support of St. Vincent de Paul Parish! Your commitment is vital to 
the fiscal health of our parish. For convenient regular giving, please consider using our auto-
withdrawal program. Visit www.stvdep.org/donate/ for more information. 

Financial Stewardship 

Week at a Glance 

Sun., Oct. 4 Presiders: 8:00 a.m. Mass - Fr. Dosen;   10:00 a.m. Mass - Fr. Croak; 
 5:00 p.m. Mass - Fr. Udovic;   8:30 p.m. Mass - Fr. McDevitt 
Knights of Columbus ................................................................ 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. - Parish Center 
St. Vincent Ensemble Rehearsal ............................................................................ 3:45 p.m. - Church 
Al-Anon Meeting ......................................................................... 4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. - Parish Center 

Mon., Oct. 5 SPRED ........................................................................................... 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. - Parish Center 
AA Meeting .................................................................................. 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. - Parish Center 

Tues., Oct. 6 Young Men’s Faith Group ......................................................... 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. - Parish Center 

Wed., Oct. 7 St. Vincent Chamber Chorale Rehearsal ................................ 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. - Parish Center 

Thurs., Oct. 8  

Fri., Oct. 9  

Sat., Oct. 10 Presider: 5:00 p.m. Mass - Fr. Dixon 

Sun., Oct. 11 Presiders: 8:00 a.m. Mass - Fr. Njeau;   10:00 a.m. Mass - Fr. Njeau; 
 5:00 p.m. Mass - Fr. Njeau;   8:30 p.m. Mass - Fr. Osendorf 
Communication Commission Meeting ................................................... 11:00 a.m. - Parish Center 
St. Vincent Ensemble Rehearsal ............................................................................ 3:45 p.m. - Church 
Al-Anon Meeting ......................................................................... 4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. - Parish Center 
TnT at McGees .......................................................................................................................... 6:00 p.m. 
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Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 
If you would like more information about child protection in the Archdiocese of 

Chicago or how to report abuse, please go to 
http://www.archchicago.org/departments/protection/protection.shtm 

or call Jan Slattery, OPCY Director at 312-534-5319. 

Welcome 

Welcome 
 Thank you for being with us! As you explore what St. Vincent has to offer, please reach out to a 
member of the parish staff to answer any questions. We ask all who regularly join us in worship to 
take a moment to register. This enables us to serve you better and takes only a couple of minutes. 
Registration can be done through the Parish Center during business hours, or by visiting us online at 
www.stvdep.org. 
 
Private Prayer in the Church 
 Please enter the church for private prayer through the Parish Center during regular office hours. 
 
Finding Your Way Around 

Restrooms:  Public restrooms are located in the narthex and Parish Center.  

Parish Center:  Staff offices and meeting rooms are housed in the Parish Center. Reception for the 
public is located in this building to the west of the church and to the back of the courtyard.  

Ozanam Room:  Large meeting and activity room on the first floor at the end of the hall. 
Portail Room:  Small conference room on the first floor across from the kitchen. 
St. Vincent Room:  Large meeting room on the lower level. 

Narthex:  Large gathering space at the main doors on Webster Avenue.  
Sacristy:  Room behind the west side of the sanctuary where the priest and other ministers prepare 
for liturgical celebrations. This room also provides access to the Parish Center.  

 
Parking 
 Parking behind the church is permitted for parishioners and guests attending weekend masses and 
Friday wedding rehearsals. Parking at all other times without a proper DePaul University faculty/staff 
permit is subject to towing at the owner’s expense. Public parking is available at the university garage 
on Sheffield (at Fullerton). Tickets may be validated for two hours at Parish Center reception, or at the 
Sheffield entrance of the church while attending church-related functions. 
 
Disabled Access 
 A ramped sidewalk can be accessed from the rear parking lot to the Sheffield entrance of the 
church. There is a ramped access to the sacristy from the church which allows access to the Parish 
Center through the sacristy. All of our restrooms are disabled-accessible. 
 
Mother Seton Food Pantry and Sandwich Kitchen 
 Located in the northeast corner of the church (access is through the wheelchair door on Sheffield), 
the sandwich kitchen is open Monday-Saturday from 8:15-10 a.m. The food pantry is open on 
Tuesdays from 10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. If you are interested in volunteering in the morning, or to help 
prepare meals or shop, please contact Stefano Redaelli at redastefano@gmail.com or 773-630-1804. 
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Reconciliation 
 Saturday afternoon, 4:15-4:50 p.m. in the Reconciliation Room near the Sheffield entrance of the 
church, or you can call the Parish Center for an appointment. 

Baptism 
 Please contact Mary Jo Polark (mpolark@depaul.edu) to register for baptism preparation, which is 
held on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center. You may attend this class 
either before or after your child is born. 
 Following preparation and after your child is born, please contact Mary Jo to schedule a baptism 
date. Baptisms are celebrated on the 4th Sunday of the month at 11:30 a.m., or during a regular 
Sunday mass. Baptism is not celebrated during the Lenten season. 

Marriage 
 Please contact Mary Jo Polark (mpolark@depaul.edu) to discuss the celebration of the sacrament 
of marriage here at St. Vincent’s, or concerning preparation and prenuptial matters if you are getting 
married in another parish. 
 For baptized Catholics, marriage is celebrated within a Catholic church in the presence of a priest 
or deacon. The first item to plan is the selection of a date and time. In order to celebrate the sacrament 
of marriage at St. Vincent, one needs to be a registered parishioner for four months prior to discussion 
of a date. DePaul University faculty, staff, students, and alumni may also celebrate their wedding here, 
provided either the bride, groom, or both are Roman Catholic, registered at a parish and actively 
engaged in the practice of their faith. Weddings are celebrated on Saturdays only, at 1:00 p.m. or 
3:00 p.m. Weddings are not celebrated during the season of Lent, Holy Week or Saturdays that 
conflict with other parish events. Mary Jo confirms all reservations for weddings. 

Confirmation 
 Catholic adults who would like to receive the sacrament of Confirmation are invited to contact 
Rebecca at rcarmic1@depaul.edu. Confirmation preparation sessions are held Sunday evenings 
February through May. 

RCIA 
 Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a program that prepares adults to receive the 
sacrament(s) of Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion. Preparation sessions are held on 
Sundays from 11:15 a.m.-1:00 p.m. and celebration of the sacraments occurs at the Easter Vigil mass. 
To learn more or to enroll in the RCIA program, please contact Rebecca at rcarmic1@depaul.edu. 

Priesthood/Religious Life 
 Please contact Fr. Jim Osendorf, CM, by phone at 1-800-depaul-1 or by email at 
vocations@vincentian.org to learn more about becoming a priest or religious. 

Anointing of the Sick 
 To receive the sacrament of anointing of the sick, please contact the Parish Center. 

Celebration of the Sacraments at St. Vincent de Paul 
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Contact Us 

Parish Staff  
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M. 

Pastor ................................................................................................................................ jdixon20@depaul.edu 
Robert Beatty 

Director of Music and Community Development ..................................................... rbeatty1@depaul.edu  
Rebecca Allen 

Coordinator of RCIA & Adult Religious Ed. .................................................. rebeccarmichael@gmail.com  
Joe Colgan 

Business Manager .......................................................................................................... jcolgan2@depaul.edu  
Suzanne Gillen 

Assistant Director of Music & Young Adult Ministry ................................................. sgillen1@depaul.edu  
Jose and Salvador Perez 

Maintenance 
Mary Jo Polark 

Administrative Assistant & Records ............................................................................ mpolark@depaul.edu  
Susan Smith 

Administrative Assistant  .............................................................................................. ssmit195@depaul.edu  
 
Bulletin Information  
Articles must be submitted in writing by 11:00 a.m. on Monday, preferably sooner, for the following 
weekend’s bulletin. Earlier deadlines are posted for some holidays. Microsoft Word attachments are re-
quested for submissions; please make sure to indicate which Sunday date(s) you’re requesting. Contact 
Marybeth Sprague at epiphanydesktop@gmail.com or 773-430-9657 with submissions and questions. 
 
Website Information 
Submit news items, photos, PDF announcements, and similar promotional materials at any time to 
Robert Beatty. Please include your complete contact information so we may reach you with questions. 

Catholic Links 

The Word Among Us (wau.org) is a 
Catholic devotional magazine with the 
daily mass readings and reflections. 

The US Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(tinyurl.com/pn4a7wl) has a daily video 
reflection on the mass readings, as well 
as the readings themselves. 

Busted Halo (bustedhalo.com) is an “online 
magazine for spiritual seekers” sponsored 
by the Paulist Fathers. It includes reflections 
on faith and popular culture. 

Sacred Space (sacredspace.ie) is a min-
istry of the Irish Jesuits that offers a 
short prayer for each day. 

DePaul University (http://tinyurl.com/
mxkaue6) has a variety of resources re-
garding St. Vincent de Paul and the Vin-
centian Family, including articles, podcasts 
and interviews, in “All Things Vincentian.” 

Saint of the Day (http://tinyurl.com/
l57vch) provides a short biography of 
the saint for the current day. 
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