
 

 November 29, 2015 
First Sunday of 
Advent 
 
“I will raise up for David a just 
shoot; 
he shall do what is right and 
just in the land.”  

— Jeremiah 33:15 
 

Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M., 
Pastor 
 
Parish Center 
1010 West Webster Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60614 
Phone: 773-325-8610   
Fax: 773-325-8626 
Email: info@stvdep.org 
Website: www.stvdep.org 
facebook.com/
stvincentdepaulparishchicago 
 
 
 

Mass Schedule 
Weekends: 
Saturday at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday at 8:00 a.m., 
10:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. 
September through May: 
8:30 p.m. 
 
Weekdays: 
Monday through Friday at 
8:00 a.m. 
 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Monday mornings after the 
8:00 a.m. Mass 



2 St. Vincent de Paul Parish 

First Sunday of Advent November 29, 2015 

 Do you enjoy disaster movies? There are movies about 
massive hurricanes, earthquakes, volcanoes, tornadoes, 
rogue asteroids, alien invasions. The formula is pretty 
simple. Some major event happens. Some big cities are 
destroyed. A small number of people overcome the disaster 
and rebuild from the ashes. 
 A couple years ago, a movie came out in which most all 
of these things occurred. “2012,” which was loosely based 
upon the doomsday prophecy centered on the Mayan 
calendar (which as all of the others did not come true). We 
seem to have a fascination with these type of predictions. 
This time of great natural disasters and upheaval, trials and 
tribulations is part of the human imagination and our 
popular culture. We appear to be mesmerized by it, and 
terrified by it at the same time. 
 Our Gospel today refers to the end of time as well. Jesus says that “There will be signs in 
the sun, the moon and the stars, and on earth nations will be in dismay, perplexed by the 
roaring of the sea and the waves. People will die of fright in anticipation of what is coming 
upon the world.” It all sounds very scary. Who would want to be alive when all this is 
happening? 
 Yet as people of faith, this should not be terrifying. This season of Advent that we begin 
today is a time of preparing for the Lord’s coming. And we have a three-fold coming of Christ. 
We remember his coming 2000 years ago and give thanks for his salvation. We look forward 
to his coming at the end of time with hope, because that is when God’s plan will be completely 
fulfilled. Jesus will come again to rescue us and save us! And we prepare ourselves to receive 
the Lord today. He comes to us in the Word of God. He comes to us in the Eucharist. He comes 
to us in the prayer of the Church. He comes to us in the person of the poor. If we are not afraid 
of Jesus coming to us in all these ways, why should we fear when we comes in glory to lead us 
to the Kingdom? 
 Advent is a time to prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ among us. We prepare by 
living lives rooted in him, in his Word, in his love. We prepare ourselves for Jesus’ final coming 
by opening our hearts to his presence today. By following his commandments today. By 
seeking to make the world a place of peace and 
justice today. The Advent way of life invites us to see 
the Lord’s presence among us today as we wait for his 
final coming. 

From the Pastor 
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The Seton Sandwich 
Kitchen Needs Your 

Donations! 

 The Seton Sandwich 
Kitchen is currently very low 
on the following items: white 

cotton socks, coffee and creamer (non-flavored). 
Please consider adding just a little extra to your 
shopping list this week. Donations of these 
items would be greatly appreciated. 
 The Seton Sandwich Kitchen, food 
pantry, and other Outreach Commission 
programs at St. Vincent de Paul Parish are 
supported by donations from individual 
parishioners. Thank you for your continued 
support. If you have any questions, feel free 
to contact Katie Leifer at ktleifer@gmail.com 
or 206-293-3468. 

News & Notes 

Dispelling an Urban Myth – 
Weddings at St. Vincent 

 We are aware that depending on who 
you talk to, the wait can be three years, five 
years or even since birth to schedule your 
wedding at St. Vincent de Paul Church! The 
wedding calendar is open for 2017 and there 
are many dates available. In addition, there 
are still opportunities for dates in 2016. As a 
reminder, to be married at St. Vincent, one 
needs to be a DePaul alum, faculty or staff 
who is a practicing Catholic, or a registered 
parishioner for at least four months. We 
welcome as well those who have married 
civilly but would like to marry in the Church. 
Please contact Mary Jo Polark in the parish 
office for dates and further details 
(mpolark@depaul.edu). 
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Volunteer Opportunity to Host a Student Through Rough Times 
 One year ago, non-profit Depaul USA linked up with the university to address a need that 
had been going unnoticed by many, and started working together to serve students who find 
themselves homeless, working with them to house them, help them through their personal 
struggles, and help them stay on the path towards a degree. 
 One student came forward because a death in the family led to damaged relationships 
and the loss of the only home he’d ever known. Another student came forward because she 
wants to leave an unhealthy relationship but has no family she can turn to. Another student 
lost his two brothers in shootings, has no parents, and fears for his life in the neighborhood 
where he stays with his grandmother. 
 Thanks to partners such as the university, the St. Vincent de Paul Outreach Center, and 
parishioners of St. Vincent’s Parish, this program was able to start working with one student 
last summer. By using the program, he has a place to stay, a dedicated social worker, and 
access to resources young people need while in school. This young man is nearing a degree in 
accounting and is on track to walk in the June 2016 graduation ceremony. All those who 
know him will be there to cheer for him. 
 Depaul USA invites you to consider if you or someone you know would like to volunteer to 
host a student through a rough period. The organization works closely with hosts to ensure 
they are prepared to offer up a room while helping the student stay on track towards his or 
her degree. Please contact Program Coordinator Sister Judy Warmbold for more information: 
judy.warmbold@depaulusa.org. 

News & Notes 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
(Holy Day of Obligation) 

Mass Schedule 
Tuesday, December 8, 2015 

 
 8:00 a.m. Church 
12:00 p.m. Marillac Chapel 
 7:00 p.m. Marillac Chapel 

 
Marillac Chapel is located on the first floor of the 

DePaul University Student Center at Belden and Kenmore. 
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News & Notes 

Silver Bells, Hear Them Ring, 
It’s Christmas Time in the City! 

 It’s that time of year again as the Christmas season is right 
around the corner. Help make this Christmas one to remember for a 
needy child in our community through the St. Vincent de Paul Parish 
Christmas Gift Program. 

 An example of those we aid is the families associated with Marillac House. Parents of the 
children are allowed to come to the center the weekend before Christmas to “shop” for their 
holiday gifts after making a $5 donation per household. The nuns who run the program use 
the funds for field trips for the children throughout the year. 
 Please pick up a tag, or two, at the church entrances and return the gifts UNWRAPPED to 
the Parish Center or altar steps no later than Sunday, December 13th. Don’t forget about our 
teenagers, whose needs are just as great as the littlest ones in our community. 
 Volunteers are needed on Sunday, December 13th following the 8:00 a.m. mass to help sort 
gifts in the Parish Center. 
 Please contact Joan Buchanan at joanplymth@att.net or the Parish Center at 773-325-
8610 to volunteer. Thank you for your generous heart. 

Marillac House’s St. Vincent Holiday Store 
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Reflection 

On What Comes Next 
©2015 by John B. Reynolds (john@jrwrites.com) 

 A friend of mine is an excellent writer. Deadline-wise, Meri puts out a regular column for a car 
publication. She’s also written a novel and like most writers I know — myself included — she is 
always trying to find a home for the words. Per my earlier request, she sent me one of her 
columns not long ago. I received it via email during work and I intended to read it later that night. 
Her opening sentence (“There is a lamp in my family made from my grandmother’s wedding veil”) 
grabbed me, though, and it wouldn’t let go. Meri’s column was deeply personal, powerful, 
troubling at times, and yet hopeful. I told her as much, and she asked me to share some of my 
own work with her in return. 
 To that end, I sent her the column I’d written about running a recent marathon, even though 
Meri is not a runner. Still, I think the words connected with her because she sent back a note that 
made me smile in a personal sense, and pause in a cosmic one. “You make a marathon seem like 
a holy experience,” she said, bringing the personal smile. And, “you make one who very rarely 
considers church or salvation take a moment to consider what comes next.” Hence the cosmic 
pause. Because in anticipating the Infant King as another Advent begins, isn’t this what we are all 
called to do? To consider church, salvation, and what comes next? 
 Perhaps now especially, as the commercial rush of Christmas begins, many of us are Meri-like 
in not taking time to ponder such weighty thoughts. I am, anyway. I have a tree to decorate, after 
all. And lights to hang. And presents to buy, let alone wrap. It’s important to rise above the busy-
ness sometimes, though, and Advent reminds us of this. Discussing the end times again this 
week, Jesus says, “People will die of fright in anticipation of what is coming upon the world.” 
Gulp. Then he adds, “Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy from carousing and 
drunkenness and the anxieties of daily life, and that day catch you by surprise like a trap.” I’ve 
pretty much left my carousing and drunkenness behind, but anxieties of daily life? Gulp, times 
two. 
 Yet all is not doom and gloom. Jeremiah in today’s first reading sees the restoration of 
Jerusalem and Christ’s kingship coming. “In those days,” says the Lord through his prophet, “I will 
raise up for David a just shoot; he shall do what is right and just in the land.” The Apostle Paul in 
his own way encourages us to live in accordance with this kingship. “We earnestly ask and exhort 
you in the Lord Jesus,” he says, “that as you received from us how you should conduct yourselves 
to please God — and as you are conducting yourselves — you do so even more.” And in his own 
message of hope, Jesus tells us that by living our discipleship, we can stand tall come the end 
time because our redemption is at hand. In Meri’s column, the Wedding Lamp is stolen but is later 
returned, and lighting it now reminds her that even in pain and darkness, goodness shines. Along 
with Church/Salvation What comes next, this is another important thing to consider — and 
embrace — as we wait on Christmas Day.  
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Divorced? You’re Not Alone 

 Divorce is an extremely traumatic experience for the couple involved as well as 
their families. THE NEXT CHAPTER provides support and healing for those who are 
going through divorce or who have been divorced for a period of time as well as a 
source of spiritual growth. If you or anyone you know may benefit from this ministry, 
the group meets on the first Tuesday of every month from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the 
St. Clement Parish offices, 642 W. Deming Place. If you have questions or would like 
additional information, please contact Deacon Tim Sullivan at 734-502-1818 or 
tsullivan@clement.org. 

Mass Offerings 

Monday, November 30th  8:00 a.m. Paul & Mary Bernardoni 

Tuesday, December 1st  8:00 a.m. Bergles-Crawford Families 

Wednesday, December 2nd  8:00 a.m. Bob Harris (Living) 

Thursday, December 3rd  8:00 a.m. Tracy Dolce (Living) 

Friday, December 4th  8:00 a.m. Mary & James Pusateri 

News & Notes 

Did you know that you can request a weekday mass to be offered on behalf of your loved ones? Sometimes 
people will have a mass intention reserved on the anniversary of a death or to support someone during a 
difficult time. Other times mass is offered in thanksgiving on a birthday or other celebration. If you would like to 
reserve a mass intention, please contact the parish office at 773-325-8610 or simply stop by. 

Weekly Intentions 

Please contact Susan in the parish center to inform us of those who are ill and in need of God’s healing and 
comfort. They will be listed in our bulletin for 3 weeks. Renewal of prayers for the sick is available by 
contacting Susan at that time. If you would like Fr. Jeremy to visit the person (if they live in the area), please let 
Susan know when you add them to the list. 

Please Pray for Our Sick 

 Let us remember all those here at St. Vincent’s who are ill and in need of God’s healing 
and comfort. Let us keep them in our prayers and thoughts, especially: Philip Bogert; Liam 
Brown; Tom Costigan; Bob & Pat Dillon; Richard Griego; Helen Haas; Laura Linke; Tom 
Macalik; Tyler Moebus; Marie Rowe; Virginia Spengel. 
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 Actual vs. Budget  Last Year Comparable  

 
Oct. 2015 Budget $ Over 

Budget  Oct. 2015 Oct. 2014 $ Change 

Sunday Collections 28,711 35,175 (6,464)  28,711 32,874 32,874 

Other Revenue 15,136 18,430 (3,294)  15,136 15,968 15,968 

Total Revenue for 
October 2015 43,847 53,605 (9,758)  43,847 48,842 48,842 

        

Thank you for your continued support of St. Vincent de Paul Parish! Your commitment is vital to 
the fiscal health of our parish. For convenient regular giving, please consider using our auto-
withdrawal program. Visit www.stvdep.org/donate/ for more information. 

Financial Stewardship 

Week at a Glance 

Sun., Nov. 29 Presiders: 8:00 a.m. Mass - Fr. Dixon;   10:00 a.m. Mass - Fr. Croak; 
 5:00 p.m. Mass - Fr. Rybolt;   No 8:30 p.m. Mass 
St. Vincent Ensemble Rehearsal ............................................................................ 3:45 p.m. - Church 
Al-Anon Meeting ......................................................................... 4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. - Parish Center 

Mon., Nov. 30 SPRED ........................................................................................... 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. - Parish Center 
AA Meeting .................................................................................. 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. - Parish Center 

Tues., Dec. 1 Young Men’s Faith Group ......................................................... 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. - Parish Center 

Wed., Dec. 2 St. Vincent Chamber Chorale Rehearsal ................................ 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. - Parish Center 

Thurs., Dec. 3  

Fri., Dec. 4 New Moms Group .................................................................... 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. - Parish Center 

Sat., Dec. 5 Presider: 5:00 p.m. Mass - Fr. Udovic 

Sun., Dec. 6 Presiders: 8:00 a.m. Mass - Fr. Robinson;   10:00 a.m. Mass - Fr. Dixon; 
 5:00 p.m. Mass - Fr. Dixon;   No 8:30 p.m. Mass 
Knights of Columbus ................................................................ 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. - Parish Center 
St. Vincent Ensemble Rehearsal ............................................................................ 3:45 p.m. - Church 
Al-Anon Meeting ......................................................................... 4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. - Parish Center 
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Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 
If you would like more information about child protection in the Archdiocese of 

Chicago or how to report abuse, please go to 
http://www.archchicago.org/departments/protection/protection.shtm 

or call Jan Slattery, OPCY Director at 312-534-5319. 

Welcome 

Welcome 
 Thank you for being with us! As you explore what St. Vincent has to offer, please reach out to a 
member of the parish staff to answer any questions. We ask all who regularly join us in worship to 
take a moment to register. This enables us to serve you better and takes only a couple of minutes. 
Registration can be done through the Parish Center during business hours, or by visiting us online at 
www.stvdep.org. 
 
Private Prayer in the Church 
 Please enter the church for private prayer through the Parish Center during regular office hours. 
 
Finding Your Way Around 

Restrooms:  Public restrooms are located in the narthex and Parish Center.  

Parish Center:  Staff offices and meeting rooms are housed in the Parish Center. Reception for the 
public is located in this building to the west of the church and to the back of the courtyard.  

Ozanam Room:  Large meeting and activity room on the first floor at the end of the hall. 
Portail Room:  Small conference room on the first floor across from the kitchen. 
St. Vincent Room:  Large meeting room on the lower level. 

Narthex:  Large gathering space at the main doors on Webster Avenue.  
Sacristy:  Room behind the west side of the sanctuary where the priest and other ministers prepare 
for liturgical celebrations. This room also provides access to the Parish Center.  

 
Parking 
 Parking behind the church is permitted for parishioners and guests attending weekend masses and 
Friday wedding rehearsals. Parking at all other times without a proper DePaul University faculty/staff 
permit is subject to towing at the owner’s expense. Public parking is available at the university garage 
on Sheffield (at Fullerton). Tickets may be validated for two hours at Parish Center reception, or at the 
Sheffield entrance of the church while attending church-related functions. 
 
Disabled Access 
 A ramped sidewalk can be accessed from the rear parking lot to the Sheffield entrance of the 
church. There is a ramped access to the sacristy from the church which allows access to the Parish 
Center through the sacristy. All of our restrooms are disabled-accessible. 
 
Mother Seton Food Pantry and Sandwich Kitchen 
 Located in the northeast corner of the church (access is through the wheelchair door on Sheffield), 
the sandwich kitchen is open Monday-Saturday from 8:15-10 a.m. The food pantry is open on 
Tuesdays from 10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. If you are interested in volunteering in the morning, or to help 
prepare meals or shop, please contact Katie Leifer at ktleifer@gmail.com or 206-293-3468. 
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Reconciliation 
 Saturday afternoon, 4:15-4:50 p.m. in the Reconciliation Room near the Sheffield entrance of the 
church, or you can call the Parish Center for an appointment. 

Baptism 
 Please contact Mary Jo Polark (mpolark@depaul.edu) to register for baptism preparation, which is 
held on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center. You may attend this class 
either before or after your child is born. 
 Following preparation and after your child is born, please contact Mary Jo to schedule a baptism 
date. Baptisms are celebrated on the 4th Sunday of the month at 11:30 a.m., or during a regular 
Sunday mass. Baptism is not celebrated during the Lenten season. 

Marriage 
 Please contact Mary Jo Polark (mpolark@depaul.edu) to discuss the celebration of the sacrament 
of marriage here at St. Vincent’s, or concerning preparation and prenuptial matters if you are getting 
married in another parish. 
 For baptized Catholics, marriage is celebrated within a Catholic church in the presence of a priest 
or deacon. The first item to plan is the selection of a date and time. In order to celebrate the sacrament 
of marriage at St. Vincent, one needs to be a registered parishioner for four months prior to discussion 
of a date. DePaul University faculty, staff, students, and alumni may also celebrate their wedding here, 
provided either the bride, groom, or both are Roman Catholic, registered at a parish and actively 
engaged in the practice of their faith. Weddings are celebrated on Saturdays only, at 1:00 p.m. or 
3:00 p.m. Weddings are not celebrated during the season of Lent, Holy Week or Saturdays that 
conflict with other parish events. Mary Jo confirms all reservations for weddings. 

Confirmation 
 Catholic adults who would like to receive the sacrament of Confirmation are invited to contact 
Rebecca at rcarmic1@depaul.edu. Confirmation preparation sessions are held Sunday evenings 
February through May. 

RCIA 
 Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a program that prepares adults to receive the 
sacrament(s) of Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion. Preparation sessions are held on 
Sundays from 11:15 a.m.-1:00 p.m. and celebration of the sacraments occurs at the Easter Vigil mass. 
To learn more or to enroll in the RCIA program, please contact Rebecca at rcarmic1@depaul.edu. 

Priesthood/Religious Life 
 Please contact Fr. Jim Osendorf, CM, by phone at 1-800-depaul-1 or by email at 
vocations@vincentian.org to learn more about becoming a priest or religious. 

Anointing of the Sick 
 To receive the sacrament of anointing of the sick, please contact the Parish Center. 

Celebration of the Sacraments at St. Vincent de Paul 
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Contact Us 

Parish Staff  
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M. 

Pastor ................................................................................................................................ jdixon20@depaul.edu 
Robert Beatty 

Director of Music and Community Development ..................................................... rbeatty1@depaul.edu  
Rebecca Allen 

Coordinator of RCIA & Adult Religious Ed. .................................................. rebeccarmichael@gmail.com  
Joe Colgan 

Business Manager .......................................................................................................... jcolgan2@depaul.edu  
Suzanne Gillen 

Assistant Director of Music & Young Adult Ministry ................................................. sgillen1@depaul.edu  
Jose and Salvador Perez 

Maintenance 
Mary Jo Polark 

Administrative Assistant & Records ............................................................................ mpolark@depaul.edu  
Susan Smith 

Administrative Assistant  .............................................................................................. ssmit195@depaul.edu  
 
Bulletin Information  
Articles must be submitted in writing by 11:00 a.m. on Monday, preferably sooner, for the following 
weekend’s bulletin. Earlier deadlines are posted for some holidays. Microsoft Word attachments are re-
quested for submissions; please make sure to indicate which Sunday date(s) you’re requesting. Contact 
Marybeth Sprague at epiphanydesktop@gmail.com or 773-430-9657 with submissions and questions. 
 
Website Information 
Submit news items, photos, PDF announcements, and similar promotional materials at any time to 
Robert Beatty. Please include your complete contact information so we may reach you with questions. 

Catholic Links 

The Word Among Us (wau.org) is a 
Catholic devotional magazine with the 
daily mass readings and reflections. 

The US Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(tinyurl.com/pn4a7wl) has a daily video 
reflection on the mass readings, as well 
as the readings themselves. 

Busted Halo (bustedhalo.com) is an “online 
magazine for spiritual seekers” sponsored 
by the Paulist Fathers. It includes reflections 
on faith and popular culture. 

Sacred Space (sacredspace.ie) is a min-
istry of the Irish Jesuits that offers a 
short prayer for each day. 

DePaul University (http://tinyurl.com/
mxkaue6) has a variety of resources re-
garding St. Vincent de Paul and the Vin-
centian Family, including articles, podcasts 
and interviews, in “All Things Vincentian.” 

Saint of the Day (http://tinyurl.com/
l57vch) provides a short biography of 
the saint for the current day. 
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25 to 55
passenger

Mini-buses & 
Motorcoaches
For weddings, 

charters,
shuttles, etc.

(888) 305.8700
www.ariescharter.com

ARIES
CHARTER
TRANSPORTATION INC.

“EL PRESIDENTE
RESTAURANT”
Delicious Mexican Food

Open 7 Days 24 Hours a Day
2558 N. Ashland            525-7938�

Caring for trees throughout Chicago!

312-492-7206


