
 

December 13, 2015 
Third Sunday of Advent 
 
“With joy you will draw water 
 at the fountain of salvation.” 

— Isaiah 12:3 
 

Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M., 
Pastor 
 

Parish Center 
1010 West Webster Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60614 

Phone: 773-325-8610   

Fax: 773-325-8626 

Email: info@stvdep.org 

Website: www.stvdep.org 
facebook.com/
stvincentdepaulparishchicago 
 
 
 
 

Mass Schedule 
Weekends: 
Saturday at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday at 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 
5:00 p.m. 
September through May: 8:30 p.m. 
 

Weekdays: 
Monday through Friday at 
8:00 a.m. 
 

Miraculous Medal Novena 
Monday mornings after the 
8:00 a.m. Mass 
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 In our Gospel today, the crowd asks John the Baptist, 
“What should we do?” This is the Advent question that 
each of us asks as well, and is very close to what is said 
to be the “Vincentian” question: “What must be done?” 

 John’s response is simple. He tells the crowd to look 
at their daily lives and live with generosity and mercy. He 
didn’t call them to extraordinary or heroic sacrifices, but 
to be more conscious of their relationship with God. He 
told tax collectors and soldiers to be fair in their work. He 
told those with means to be generous to others. He 
called the people to act with mercy and love in their daily 
lives of work and family. 

 We are invited in a similar way to reflect on how our 
hearts and hands are open to receive from the Lord and to give to others. How do we 
recognize God’s presence in our daily lives? What do we do to foster a sense that our 
daily actions can be holy and sacred? Like the crowd, we are not called to make heroic 
sacrifices, but to do the “little” things well and with meaning.  

 As a parish, we feed the hungry six days a week. Many volunteer their time to serve 
and many others provide out of their resources. Some buy extra coffee or hot chocolate 
when they go to the store. Some donate their extra coats and winter clothes. Many 
people bought a Christmas gift for a child in need. In these and countless other ways, you 
live out the Gospel message of love and mercy on a regular basis. 

 This Advent we are invited to recognize the little things we can do to bring forth the 
Reign of God. Extra shopping, a smile, a shoulder to cry on and patience with family and 
co-workers are just some of the ways we are called to make the love of Christ present in 
our daily lives. If each one of us does this each day, God will transform us and our world. 
And that is Good News indeed. 

 

**This week I go on retreat with my Vincentian brothers. I will be out of the office from 
Monday to Friday. Please say a prayer for me as I do the same for you.  

From the Pastor 
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Pledges:  145 

Total pledged:  $802,000 

Average pledge:  $5,531 

% of Goal Pledged:  100% 

% participating:  5% 

updated December 8, 2015 

CAMPAIGN STATISTICS 

UPDATE: Since its closing in June, our capital campaign — To 
Teach Who Christ Is — received additional pledge commitments. 
Our combined pledge total is now $2,000 in excess of our goal of 
$800,000.  

145 households pledged their support to address critical needs that 
will advance our mission. This represents 5% of our parish family.  

Funds from To Teach Who Christ Is will help secure the future of 
Catholic education in Chicago, as well as initiatives at Saint 
Vincent de Paul Parish. In fact, work has already begun in our 
attic repairing cracks on the gables which extend down past the 
attic floor (photo below). 

We extend our sincere appreciation to everyone who worked to 
make our campaign a success. Thank you for your continued 
generosity to Saint Vincent de Paul Parish. 

CAMPAIGN STATISTICS 
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Divorced? You’re Not Alone 

 Divorce is an extremely traumatic experience for the couple involved as well as their 
families. THE NEXT CHAPTER provides support and healing for those who are going 
through divorce or who have been divorced for a period of time as well as a source of 
spiritual growth. If you or anyone you know may benefit from this ministry, the group 
meets on the first Tuesday of every month from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the St. Clement 
Parish offices, 642 W. Deming Place. If you have questions or would like additional 
information, please contact Deacon Tim Sullivan at 734-502-1818 or tsullivan@clement.org. 

The Seton Sandwich 
Kitchen Needs Your 

Donations! 

 The Seton Sandwich 
Kitchen is currently very low 
on the following items: white 

cotton socks, coffee and creamer (non-flavored). 
Please consider adding just a little extra to your 
shopping list this week. Donations of these items 
would be greatly appreciated. 
 The Seton Sandwich Kitchen, food pantry, 
and other Outreach Commission programs at 
St. Vincent de Paul Parish are supported by 
donations from individual parishioners. Thank 
you for your continued support. If you have 
any questions, feel free to contact Katie Leifer 
at ktleifer@gmail.com or 206-293-3468. 

News & Notes 

Small Changes in Mass 

 You may not have noticed, but recently the 
Worship Commission decided to change the 
seating arrangements for lectors. Previously, 
the lectors sat on the altar opposite the priest 
for the entire mass. Now, the lectors will sit in 
the congregation for most of the mass. They 
will walk up to the ambo for the readings, then 
return to their seats in the pews. Similar to our 
Eucharistic ministers, this is a stronger sign 
that lectors come from the community to 
serve, and it also allows them to pray together 
with family and friends. This change also 
brings us in line with most other parishes. We 
hope that it provides a more prayerful 
experience of Mass for everyone. 

Support Elderly Religious 

 Aging religious need your help. More than 33,000 senior Catholic sisters, brothers and 
religious order priests spent years working in Catholic schools and hospitals, often for little pay. 
Their sacrifices leave their religious communities without adequate savings for retirement and 
eldercare. Show you appreciation for the senior sisters, brothers and priests who have made a 
positive difference in so many lives. Please give generously to this weekend’s second collection 
for the Retirement Fund for Religious. 
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Mass Offerings 

Monday, December 14th  8:00 a.m. Jerry Filippini 

Tuesday, December 15th  8:00 a.m. Bergles-Crawford Families 

Wednesday, December 16th  8:00 a.m. Leonor Alba 

Thursday, December 17th  8:00 a.m. Tracy Dolce (Living) 

Friday, December 18th  8:00 a.m. Jewell Bergles 

News & Notes 

Did you know that you can request a weekday mass to be offered on behalf of your loved ones? Sometimes 
people will have a mass intention reserved on the anniversary of a death or to support someone during a 
difficult time. Other times mass is offered in thanksgiving on a birthday or other celebration. If you would like to 
reserve a mass intention, please contact the parish office at 773-325-8610 or simply stop by. 

Weekly Intentions 

Please contact Susan in the parish center to inform us of those who are ill and in need of God’s healing and 
comfort. They will be listed in our bulletin for 3 weeks. Renewal of prayers for the sick is available by 
contacting Susan at that time. If you would like Fr. Jeremy to visit the person (if they live in the area), please let 
Susan know when you add them to the list. 

Please Pray for Our Sick 

 Let us remember all those here at St. Vincent’s who are ill and in need of God’s healing 
and comfort. Let us keep them in our prayers and thoughts, especially: Philip Bogert; Joshua 
Bronson; Liam Brown; Tom Costigan; Bob & Pat Dillon; Richard Griego; Helen Haas; Laura 
Linke; Tom Macalik; Tyler Moebus; Marie Rowe; Virginia Spengel. 

New Year’s Exploration 
 Join the Great Books and God Book Club on Tuesday, January 5th at 6:30 p.m. 
as we discuss Exploring Catholic Theology, by Bishop Robert Barron (2015, Baker 
Academic Publishing). 
 Robert Barron is one of the Catholic Church’s premier theologians and author 
of the influential The Priority of Christ. In this volume, Barron sets forth a 
thoroughgoing vision for an evangelical Catholic theology that is steeped in the 
tradition and engaged with the contemporary world. Striking a balance between 

academic rigor and accessibility, the book covers issues of perennial interest in the twenty-first-
century Church: who God is, how to rightly worship him, and how his followers engage 
contemporary culture. Topics include the doctrine of God, Catholic theology, philosophy, liturgy, 
and evangelizing the culture.  
 Great Books and God is an “open enrollment” book club. Members choose the books we read 
and can join at any time. If you have questions, contact Dean at deanvaeth@comcast.net or just 
drop in on Tuesday, January 5, 2016, in the Parish Center at 6:30 p.m. for discussion and light 
snacks. Read the book. Bring a friend. 
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 Actual vs. Budget  Last Year Comparable  

 
Nov. 2015 Budget $ Over 

Budget  Nov. 2015 Nov. 2014 $ Change 

Sunday Collections 38,189 43,734 (5,545)  38,189 40,873  (2,684) 

Other Revenue 18,745 17,835 910  18,745 18,414 331 

Total Revenue for 
November 2015 56,934 61,569 (4,635)  56,934 59,287  (2,353) 
        

Thank you for your continued support of St. Vincent de Paul Parish! Your commitment is vital to 
the fiscal health of our parish. For convenient regular giving, please consider using our auto-
withdrawal program. Visit www.stvdep.org/donate/ for more information. 

Financial Stewardship 

Week at a Glance 

Sun., Dec. 13 Presiders: 8:00 a.m. Mass - Fr. Dixon;   10:00 a.m. Mass - Fr. Croak; 
 5:00 p.m. Mass - Fr. Udovic;   No 8:30 p.m. Mass 
Gift Sorting .................................................. 9:00 a.m. (right after the 8:00 a.m. mass) - Parish Center 
Communication Commission Meeting ................................................... 11:00 a.m. - Parish Center 
St. Vincent Ensemble Rehearsal ............................................................................ 3:45 p.m. - Church 
Al-Anon Meeting ......................................................................... 4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. - Parish Center 

Mon., Dec. 14 SPRED ........................................................................................... 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. - Parish Center 
AA Meeting .................................................................................. 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. - Parish Center 
Worship Commission Meeting ................................................. 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. - Parish Center 

Tues., Dec. 15 Young Men’s Faith Group ......................................................... 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. - Parish Center 

Wed., Dec. 16 St. Vincent Chamber Chorale Rehearsal ................................ 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. - Parish Center 

Thurs., Dec. 17  

Fri., Dec. 18  

Sat., Dec. 19 Presider: 5:00 p.m. Mass - Fr. Rybolt 

Sun., Dec. 20 Presiders: 8:00 a.m. Mass - Fr. Robinson;   10:00 a.m. Mass - Fr. Dixon; 
 5:00 p.m. Mass - Fr. Dixon;   No 8:30 p.m. Mass 
St. Vincent Ensemble Rehearsal ............................................................................ 3:45 p.m. - Church 
Al-Anon Meeting ......................................................................... 4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. - Parish Center 
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Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 
If you would like more information about child protection in the Archdiocese of 

Chicago or how to report abuse, please go to 
http://www.archchicago.org/departments/protection/protection.shtm 

or call Jan Slattery, OPCY Director at 312-534-5319. 

Welcome 

Welcome 
 Thank you for being with us! As you explore what St. Vincent has to offer, please reach out to a 
member of the parish staff to answer any questions. We ask all who regularly join us in worship to 
take a moment to register. This enables us to serve you better and takes only a couple of minutes. 
Registration can be done through the Parish Center during business hours, or by visiting us online at 
www.stvdep.org. 
 
Private Prayer in the Church 
 Please enter the church for private prayer through the Parish Center during regular office hours. 
 
Finding Your Way Around 

Restrooms:  Public restrooms are located in the narthex and Parish Center.  

Parish Center:  Staff offices and meeting rooms are housed in the Parish Center. Reception for the 
public is located in this building to the west of the church and to the back of the courtyard.  

Ozanam Room:  Large meeting and activity room on the first floor at the end of the hall. 
Portail Room:  Small conference room on the first floor across from the kitchen. 
St. Vincent Room:  Large meeting room on the lower level. 

Narthex:  Large gathering space at the main doors on Webster Avenue.  
Sacristy:  Room behind the west side of the sanctuary where the priest and other ministers prepare 
for liturgical celebrations. This room also provides access to the Parish Center.  

 
Parking 
 Parking behind the church is permitted for parishioners and guests attending weekend masses and 
Friday wedding rehearsals. Parking at all other times without a proper DePaul University faculty/staff 
permit is subject to towing at the owner’s expense. Public parking is available at the university garage 
on Sheffield (at Fullerton). Tickets may be validated for two hours at Parish Center reception, or at the 
Sheffield entrance of the church while attending church-related functions. 
 
Disabled Access 
 A ramped sidewalk can be accessed from the rear parking lot to the Sheffield entrance of the 
church. There is a ramped access to the sacristy from the church which allows access to the Parish 
Center through the sacristy. All of our restrooms are disabled-accessible. 
 
Mother Seton Food Pantry and Sandwich Kitchen 
 Located in the northeast corner of the church (access is through the wheelchair door on Sheffield), 
the sandwich kitchen is open Monday-Saturday from 8:15-10 a.m. The food pantry is open on 
Tuesdays from 10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. If you are interested in volunteering in the morning, or to help 
prepare meals or shop, please contact Katie Leifer at ktleifer@gmail.com or 206-293-3468. 
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Reconciliation 
 Saturday afternoon, 4:15-4:50 p.m. in the Reconciliation Room near the Sheffield entrance of the 
church, or you can call the Parish Center for an appointment. 

Baptism 
 Please contact Mary Jo Polark (mpolark@depaul.edu) to register for baptism preparation, which is 
held on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center. You may attend this class 
either before or after your child is born. 
 Following preparation and after your child is born, please contact Mary Jo to schedule a baptism 
date. Baptisms are celebrated on the 4th Sunday of the month at 11:30 a.m., or during a regular 
Sunday mass. Baptism is not celebrated during the Lenten season. 

Marriage 
 Please contact Mary Jo Polark (mpolark@depaul.edu) to discuss the celebration of the sacrament 
of marriage here at St. Vincent’s, or concerning preparation and prenuptial matters if you are getting 
married in another parish. 
 For baptized Catholics, marriage is celebrated within a Catholic church in the presence of a priest 
or deacon. The first item to plan is the selection of a date and time. In order to celebrate the sacrament 
of marriage at St. Vincent, one needs to be a registered parishioner for four months prior to discussion 
of a date. DePaul University faculty, staff, students, and alumni may also celebrate their wedding here, 
provided either the bride, groom, or both are Roman Catholic, registered at a parish and actively 
engaged in the practice of their faith. Weddings are celebrated on Saturdays only, at 1:00 p.m. or 
3:00 p.m. Weddings are not celebrated during the season of Lent, Holy Week or Saturdays that 
conflict with other parish events. Mary Jo confirms all reservations for weddings. 

Confirmation 
 Catholic adults who would like to receive the sacrament of Confirmation are invited to contact 
Rebecca at rcarmic1@depaul.edu. Confirmation preparation sessions are held Sunday evenings 
February through May. 

RCIA 
 Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a program that prepares adults to receive the 
sacrament(s) of Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion. Preparation sessions are held on 
Sundays from 11:15 a.m.-1:00 p.m. and celebration of the sacraments occurs at the Easter Vigil mass. 
To learn more or to enroll in the RCIA program, please contact Rebecca at rcarmic1@depaul.edu. 

Priesthood/Religious Life 
 Please contact Fr. Jim Osendorf, CM, by phone at 1-800-depaul-1 or by email at 
vocations@vincentian.org to learn more about becoming a priest or religious. 

Anointing of the Sick 
 To receive the sacrament of anointing of the sick, please contact the Parish Center. 

Celebration of the Sacraments at St. Vincent de Paul 
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Contact Us 

Parish Staff  
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M. 

Pastor ................................................................................................................................ jdixon20@depaul.edu 
Robert Beatty 

Director of Music and Community Development ..................................................... rbeatty1@depaul.edu  
Rebecca Allen 

Coordinator of RCIA & Adult Religious Ed. .................................................. rebeccarmichael@gmail.com  
Joe Colgan 

Business Manager .......................................................................................................... jcolgan2@depaul.edu  
Suzanne Gillen 

Assistant Director of Music & Young Adult Ministry ................................................. sgillen1@depaul.edu  
Jose and Salvador Perez 

Maintenance 
Mary Jo Polark 

Administrative Assistant & Records ............................................................................ mpolark@depaul.edu  
Susan Smith 

Administrative Assistant  .............................................................................................. ssmit195@depaul.edu  
 
Bulletin Information  
Articles must be submitted in writing by 11:00 a.m. on Monday, preferably sooner, for the following 
weekend’s bulletin. Earlier deadlines are posted for some holidays. Microsoft Word attachments are re-
quested for submissions; please make sure to indicate which Sunday date(s) you’re requesting. Contact 
Marybeth Sprague at epiphanydesktop@gmail.com or 773-430-9657 with submissions and questions. 
 
Website Information 
Submit news items, photos, PDF announcements, and similar promotional materials at any time to 
Robert Beatty. Please include your complete contact information so we may reach you with questions. 

Catholic Links 

The Word Among Us (wau.org) is a 
Catholic devotional magazine with the 
daily mass readings and reflections. 

The US Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(tinyurl.com/pn4a7wl) has a daily video 
reflection on the mass readings, as well 
as the readings themselves. 

Busted Halo (bustedhalo.com) is an “online 
magazine for spiritual seekers” sponsored 
by the Paulist Fathers. It includes reflections 
on faith and popular culture. 

Sacred Space (sacredspace.ie) is a min-
istry of the Irish Jesuits that offers a 
short prayer for each day. 

DePaul University (http://tinyurl.com/
mxkaue6) has a variety of resources re-
garding St. Vincent de Paul and the Vin-
centian Family, including articles, podcasts 
and interviews, in “All Things Vincentian.” 

Saint of the Day (http://tinyurl.com/
l57vch) provides a short biography of 
the saint for the current day. 
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