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ON BEING ALONE, ONE WAY OR ANOTHER 
Copyright 2018 by John B. Reynolds (john@jrwrites.com)

 
I heard something amazing on an early morning radio show recently. I didn’t catch the entire piece, 
and I haven’t thought much about it until now, as I consider today’s readings. Anyway, the radio host 
was wrapping up a story about loneliness, and I think I heard him say that being chronically alone is 
as detrimental to one’s heath as smoking fifteen cigarettes a day. Not sure about the number, but 
even the concept is astounding, and something I’d never before considered. A Google search 
(“people dying of loneliness”) gets all sorts of hits, like this one from the NY Post: “Turns out 
American men aren't just dying lonely deaths—they're dying from loneliness itself.” That’s not good. 
�� 
And it’s not just men, for a non-gender specific entry from a medical website has this to say on the 
subject: “In the last decade alone, physicians and researchers have begun looking deeply into the 
impact of loneliness and social isolation on health, well-being, and mortality, and the data on the 
subject is overwhelming: a lonely person is significantly more likely to suffer an early death than a 
non-lonely one.” And this, from the Huffington Post: “While it's difficult to explain the relationship 
between loneliness and death, it's important to empirically document this association…” Wow. 
Something’s going on, and it puts a whole new perspective on Garbo’s “I want to be alone,” you 
know? 
�
Certain lyrics/poems have long spoken to me because they offer insight into the human condition. 
One such lyric was written by Kris Kristofferson and immortalized by Janice Joplin in Me and Bobby 
McGee: “Freedom is just another word for nothin’ left to lose.” Another was written by Steve 
Goodman in Song for David: “Weary, but weary is only a case/ Of being unwound at the wrong time 
and place.” And the first of two entries specific to loneliness was penned by the poet Kenneth 
Patchen in Lonesome Boy Blues: “Oh lonesome’s a bad place/ To get crowded into,” and the other, 
by Billy Joel in Piano Man: “They're sharing a drink they call loneliness/ But it's better than drinkin' 
alone.”
�
In Leviticus today we hear of the leper’s plight as God speaks to Moses and Aaron: “The one who 
bears the sore of leprosy shall keep his garments rent and his head bare…he shall cry out, ‘Unclean, 
unclean!’ As long as the sore is on him he shall declare himself unclean…He shall dwell apart, making 
his abode outside the camp.” In the Gospel, Jesus, moved with pity by a leper’s request, cures the 
man, telling him to show himself to the priests but to tell no one along the way. The man, of course, 
tells everyone along the way, making it tough for Jesus to enter towns openly. Instead, he remains “…
outside in deserted places.” The lepers’ loneliness is externally-driven. Jesus’ loneliness is essentially 
internally driven, but he never turns the marginalized away. Or any of us, when we turn to him. So…
speaking of loneliness in the context of song lyrics, John and Paul: “All the lonely people/ Where do 
they all come from?” (from any number of places and/or reasons). And, “All the lonely people/ Where 
do they all belong?” (in the comforting embrace of the Christ).
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Giving

Weekly Intentions

Mass Offerings

Saturday,  February 10th  5:00 p.m. People of the Parish

Sunday,  February 11th 8:00 a.m. Sarah Hilby

Sunday,  February 11th  10:00 a.m. People of the Parish

Sunday,  February 11th 5:00 p.m. People of the Parish

Monday,  February 12th  8:00 a.m. Roy Rohter & Family

Tuesday,  February 13th  8:00 a.m. Angelo Ruggerio

Wednesday,  February 14th  8:00 a.m. The Vincentian’s (Living & Deceased)

Thursday,  February 15th 8:00 a.m. Tracy Dolce (living)

Friday,  February 16th 8:00 a.m. David Barber

Did you know that you can request a mass to be offered on behalf of your loved ones? Sometimes people 
will have a mass intention reserved on the anniversary of a death or to support someone during a difficult 
time. Other times mass is offered in thanksgiving on a birthday or other celebration. If you would like to 
reserve a mass intention, please contact the parish office at 773-325-8610 or simply stop by. 

Please Pray for Our Sick 
Let us remember all those here at St. Vincent’s who are ill and in need of God’s healing and comfort. Let us 
keep them in our prayers and thoughts, especially: Ron Bennett, Gabriel Cabael. Juliette Calabrese, Linda 
Cameron, Almeda Colby, Bob & Pat Dillon, Virginia Dillon, John Garrity, Mary Grecoina, Leticia Gross, 
Mary Hayes, Patty Hayes, Anita Italiane Hearl, Madelynn Jacobs, Laura Linke, Sue Michalak, David Neesan, 
Terri Proietto, James Schwake, Joyce Walsh 

Please contact Ginny in the parish center to inform us of those who are ill and in need of God’s 
healing and comfort. They will be listed in our bulletin for 3 weeks. Renewal of prayers for the sick 
is available by contacting Ginny at that time. If you would like Fr. Jeremy to visit the person (if 
they live in the area), please let Ginny know when you add them to the list. 
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Sunday, February 11th Presiders: Vigil Mass - Fr. Dixon; 8:00 a.m. Mass - Fr. Robinson; 
10:00 a.m. Mass - Fr. McDevitt; 5:00 p.m. Mass - Fr. Dixon; 
8:30 p.m. Campus Ministry Student Mass - Fr. Borlik  
Religious Education ..…  9:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. - Ozanam/Portail/St. Vincent
RCIA ……..………..……………………………  9:30 a.m.- 1:00 p.m. - Soup Kitchen
Al-Anon Meeting …….………………  4:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. - St. Vincent Room

Monday, February 12th SPRED .……….…………………………..  6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  - Ozanam Room
AA Meeting ………………..…………..  7:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. - St. Vincent Room

Tuesday, February 13th

Wednesday, February 14th Ash Wednesday Masses………………………8:00 am (Fr. Robinson), 12:00 noon 
(Fr. McDevitt), 7:00 pm ( Fr. Dixon), 9:30 pm (Fr. Borlik), Church 
 
AA Meeting ……………………………..  6:30 p.m.- 7:30 p.m. - St. Vincent Room

Thursday,  February 15th Worship Commission Meeting …….…..  7:15 p.m.- 9:00 p.m. - Portail Room

Friday, February 16th Stations of the Cross ………………………….…..  7:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. - Church 

Saturday, February 17th

Sunday, February 18th Presiders: Vigil Mass - Fr. McDevitt; 8:00 a.m. Mass - Fr. Robinson; 
10:00 a.m. Mass - Fr. Dixon; 5:00 p.m. Mass - Fr. Dixon; 
8:30 p.m. Campus Ministry Student Mass - Cardinal Cupich  
Al-Anon Meeting …….………………  4:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. - St. Vincent Room

Actual vs. Budget Last Year Comparable 

Dec. 2017       Budget       $ Over Budget Dec. 2017       Dec 2016          $ Change

Sunday Collections 44,844              29,759                 15,085 44,844                23,807                 21,037 

Other Revenue * 23,416               18,293                   5,123   23,416                19,031                   4,385

Christmas collection 20,873               22,000                (1,127)  20,873                24,270                  (3,397)

Total Revenue for 
December 2017

 89,133               70,052                 19,081 
 
*Includes DePaul University Monthly Stewardship

 89,133                 67,108                 20,025

Thank you for your continued support of St. Vincent de Paul Parish! Your commitment is vital to the fiscal 
health of our parish. For convenient regular giving, please consider using our auto-withdrawal program. 

Visit www.stvdep.org/donate/ for more information. 

Financial Stewardship

Week at a Glance 
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Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

If you would like more information about child protection in the Archdiocese of Chicago or 
how to report abuse, please go to http://www.archchicago.org/departments/protection/
protection.shtm or call Jan Slattery, OPCY Director at 312-534-5319. 

Thank you for being with us! As you explore what St. Vincent has to offer, please reach out to a member of 
the parish staff to answer any questions. We ask all who regularly join us in worship to take a moment to 
register. This enables us to serve you better and takes only a couple of minutes.  Registration can be done 
through the Parish Center during business hours, or by visiting us online at www.stvdep.org.

We Welcome the Following New Parishioners: Abby Goyak, Pray-O’Shea Family 
 
Private Prayer in the Church 
Please enter the church for private prayer through the Parish Center during regular office hours.

Finding Your Way Around 
Restrooms:  Public restrooms are located in the narthex and Parish Center.

Parish Center:  Staff offices and meeting rooms are housed in the Parish Center. Reception for 
the public is located in this building to the west of the church and to the back of the courtyard.

Ozanam Room:  Large meeting and activity room on the first floor at the end of the hall.

Portail Room:  Small conference room on the first floor across from the kitchen.

St. Vincent Room:  Large meeting room on the lower level.

Narthex:  Large gathering space at the main doors on Webster Avenue.

Sacristy:  Room behind the west side of the sanctuary where the priest and other ministers 
prepare for liturgical celebrations. This room also provides access to the Parish Center.

Parking 
Parking behind the church is permitted for parishioners and guests attending weekend masses and Friday 
wedding rehearsals. Parking at all other times without a proper DePaul University faculty/staff permit is 
subject to towing at the owner’s expense. Public parking is available at the university garage on Sheffield 
(at Fullerton). Tickets may be validated for two hours at Parish Center reception, or at the Sheffield 
entrance of the church while attending church-related functions.

Disabled Access 
A ramped sidewalk can be accessed from the rear parking lot to the Sheffield entrance of the church. 
There is a ramped access to the sacristy from the church which allows access to the Parish Center through 
the sacristy. All of our restrooms are disabled-accessible.  

Mother Seton Food Pantry and Sandwich Kitchen 
Located in the northeast corner of the church (access is through the wheelchair door on Sheffield), the 
sandwich kitchen is open Monday-Saturday from 8:15-10 a.m. The food pantry is open on Tuesdays from 
10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. If you are interested in volunteering in the morning, or to help prepare meals or shop, 
please contact Phil at outreach@stvdep.org. 

Welcome
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Celebration of the Sacraments at St. Vincent de Paul 

Reconciliation: Saturday afternoon, 4:15-4:50 p.m. in the Reconciliation Room near the Sheffield 
entrance of the church, or you can call the Parish Center for an appointment. 

Baptism: Please contact Mary Carter (mcarte40@depaul.edu) to register for baptism preparation, which 
is held on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center. You may attend this class 
either before or after your child is born.

Following preparation and after your child is born, please contact Mary to schedule a baptism date. 
Baptisms are celebrated on the 4th Sunday of the month at 11:30 a.m., or during a regular Sunday mass. 
Baptism is not celebrated during the Lenten season.

Marriage: Please contact Mary Carter (mcarte40@depaul.edu) to discuss the celebration of the 
sacrament of marriage here at St. Vincent’s, or concerning preparation and prenuptial matters if you are 
getting married in another parish. 

For baptized Catholics, marriage is celebrated within a Catholic church in the presence of a priest or 
deacon. The first item to plan is the selection of a date and time. In order to celebrate the sacrament 
of marriage at St. Vincent, one needs to be a registered parishioner for four months prior to 
discussion of a date. DePaul University faculty, staff, students, and alumni may also celebrate their 
wedding here, provided either the bride, groom, or both are Roman Catholic, registered at a parish and 
actively engaged in the practice of their faith. Weddings are celebrated on Saturdays only, at 1:00 p.m. or 
3:00 p.m. Weddings are not celebrated during the season of Lent, Holy Week or Saturdays that conflict 
with other parish events. Mary confirms all reservations for weddings.

Confirmation:  Catholic adults who would like to receive the sacrament of Confirmation are invited to 
contact Rebecca at rcarmic1@depaul.edu. Confirmation preparation sessions are held Sunday evenings 

February through May. 

RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a program that prepares adults to receive the 
sacrament(s) of Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion. Preparation sessions are held on Sundays 
from 11:15 a.m.-1:00 p.m. and celebration of the sacraments occurs at the Easter Vigil mass.  To learn more 
or to enroll in the RCIA program, please contact Rebecca at rcarmic1@depaul.edu.

First Communion: Requires two years of classes. Family catechesis (classes for parents and children) 
religious education classes are held monthly. Please contact Rebecca at rcarmic1@depaul.edu. 
 
Priesthood/Religious Life:  Please contact Fr. Jim Osendorf, CM, by phone at 1-800-depaul-1 or by 

email at vocations@vincentian.org to learn more about becoming a priest or religious. 

Anointing of the Sick:  To receive the sacrament of anointing of the sick, please contact the Parish 
Center. 
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Contact Us

The Word Among Us (wau.org) is a Catholic 
devotional magazine with the daily mass readings 
and reflections. 

The US Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(tinyurl.com/pn4a7wl) has a daily video reflection on 
the mass readings, as well as the readings 

Busted Halo (bustedhalo.com) is an “online magazine 
for spiritual seekers” sponsored by the Paulist Fathers. 
It includes reflections on faith and popular culture. 

The Word Among Us (wau.org) is a Catholic 
devotional magazine with the daily mass readings 
and reflections. 

DePaul University (http://tinyurl.com/mxkaue6) has a 
variety of resources regarding St. Vincent de Paul and 
the Vincentian Family, including articles, podcasts and 
interviews, in “All Things Vincentian.”

Saint of the Day (http://tinyurl.com/l57vch) provides a 
short biography of the saint for the current day. 

Parish Staff 
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M. 

Pastor ...................................................................................................................... jdixon20@depaul.edu
Robert Beatty 

Director of Music and Community Development …………………………………….. rbeatty1@depaul.edu
Rebecca Allen 

Coordinator of RCIA & Adult Religious Ed. ……………………………………………. rcarmic1@depaul.edu

Christopher Allen 
Communications Director ………………………………………………………………………. callen53@depaul.edu

Mary Carter 
Administrative Assistant & Records ……………………….……………………………… mcarte40@depaul.edu

Ginny Costigan
Administrative Assistant ………………………………….…………………………………….. gcostiga@depaul.edu

Maggie Fernandez  
Business Manager ………………………………………………………………………….…….. mferna48@depaul.edu

Suzanne Gillen 
Assistant Director of Music & Young Adult Ministry …………………………………. sgillen1@depaul.edu

Jose and Salvador Perez 
Maintenance   

Cristina Porcelli
Accountant ………………………………….……………………………..……….. cristina@porcelliaccounting.com 

Bulletin Information 
Articles must be submitted on or before Noon on Saturday for the next weekend’s bulletin (earlier, for 
the week preceding holidays). Microsoft Word attachments are requested.  Please make sure to indicate 
which Sunday date(s) you’re requesting. 
Please DO NOT send content by email, but instead use the Bulletin Submission Form:  
stvdep.org/weekly-bulletin/.  Contact Christopher Allen (callen53@depaul.edu) with any questions.

Website Information 
Submit news items, photos, PDF announcements, and similar promotional materials at any time to 
Christopher Allen. Please include your complete contact information in case we need to reach you.


