
2018 is expected to be a year of 

great hope and great change for 

St. Vincent de Paul Parish and 

the Archdiocese of Chicago. In 

this issue, you’ll find answers to 

the most frequently asked ques-

tions about the Renew My 

Church initiative that we embark 

upon this February.  

Renew My Church gives us an 

opportunity to spread the love of 

God in our community by work-

ing together with parishes in our 

area. Specifically, the parishes 

assigned to our grouping include  

Immaculate Conception/St. Jo-

seph, St. Josaphat, St. Michael 

Old Town, and St. Teresa of Avi-

la. I am excited about this collab-

oration and envision us strength-

ening our common mission.  

Simply put, the old model of 

parish – where each parish did 

everything on its own and didn’t 

collaborate – is not working. We 

see fewer people at church, 

fewer people engaged in service, 

fewer resources to serve you.  

We need to do better. We are 

called to think about church in a 

new way. We can no longer fo-

cus on “my parish” at the ex-

pense of “our Church.” Changes 

are necessary. 

As a grouping, our five parishes 

will identify how to enhance our 

collective vibrancy and deepen 

bonds with each other to 

strengthen our work. These will 

be challenging and exciting dis-

cussions about how we move into 

the future together as the Church 

in our local area. 

St. Vincent de Paul was a man 

who worked for change in his 

world. By being creative in how to 

organize the People of God, he 

was able to usher in a dynamic 

mission where the poor were 

served, the clergy were trained 

and all were able to see God’s 

loving presence through his ac-

tions. He realized that this mis-

sion went well beyond one par-

ish, or even one country. He 

wrote, “Our calling is to go, not 

just to one parish, not just to one 

diocese, but all over the world; 

and do what? To set people’s 

hearts on fire, to do what the Son 

of God did. He came to set the 

world on fire in order to inflame it 

with His love.” 

We all share in this mission, to 

work together to inflame the 

world with God’s love. This is a 

time when the world desperately 

needs us to be beacons of hope. 

Let us pray for grace and 

strength to draw closer to Christ, 

and to open our hearts to reflect 

on where we can work together 

to create a stronger Church. 

Read on to learn more about 

what you can expect from Renew 

My Church in the year ahead. 

From the Pastor 
Fr. Jeremy Dixon, CM 

Vincentian Stewardship 

   Financial Stewardship 

      Fiscal 2018 

      (July 1 to December 31) 

 

 Weekly Offering 

 $186,522 

 +5% to prior yr 

 Holiday Collection 

 $20,873 

 -14% to prior yr 

 Total Stewardship 

 $344,958 

 +6% to prior yr 

 Expenses 

 $335,168 

 +2% to prior yr 

     Net Deficit  ($10,209) 

Saint Vincent de Paul  
Roman Catholic Church, Chicago 

Winter 2018 

The Annual Catholic Ap-

peal begins in February. 

The appeal supports both 

Parish and Archdiocesan 

ministries and services 

that serve the people of 

the Chicago Archdiocese.                           



What are the steps involved in 

the Renew My Church discern-

ment process? 

The purpose of the discern-

ment process is to provide  

Cardinal Cupich with as much 

feedback and information as 

possible to make final deci-

sions regarding changes to 

school and parish structures. 

Parishes have been assigned 

groupings that will be given a 

set of initial scenarios that 

show potential models of how 

parishes and schools in that 

grouping could be configured in 

the future. These scenarios are 

conversation starters. No deci-

sions have been made. Each 

grouping is then asked to    

provide feedback on the initial 

scenarios from the archdiocese 

and propose alternative scenar-

ios and configuration models. 

After each grouping has reflect-

ed and discussed the scenari-

os, the grouping will submit a 

report to the archdiocese with 

its feedback and alternative 

scenarios. An archdiocesan 

commission will review the 

report and make a final recom-

mendation to Cardinal Cupich. 

What is the grouping and dis-

cernment process of Renew My 

Church? 

Renewal is a process. It re-

quires, envisioning, planning, 

new methods and new means 

to bring Jesus Christ to others. 

There are nearly 100 groupings 

of parishes and schools across 

the archdiocese. Each grouping 

will engage in a process to ad-

dress necessary questions of 

structure, how to work together 

across communities within the 

grouping, and to establish a 

strong foundation for vitality 

through focused evangelization 

and faith formation efforts. 

Who is in our parish grouping? 

The other parishes in our 

grouping include Immaculate 

Conception/St. Joseph, St. 

Josaphat, St. Michael Old Town, 

and St. Teresa of Avila.  

How were parish groupings 

determined? 

Groupings were determined 

through a consultative process 

in 2016 that included feedback 

and input from archdiocesan 

and parish leadership, includ-

ing vicars, deans, pastors, par-

ish councils and lay leadership. 

How many different groupings 

are there in the Archdiocese? 

There are approximately 100 

groupings in the Archdiocese of 

Chicago. All parishes and 

schools have been assigned a 

grouping based on geography 

(the parishes and schools are 

relatively close in proximity), 

similar communities served 

and other commonalities and 

affinities. 

Will our church close? 

The purpose of the discern-

ment process is to provide  

Cardinal Cupich with as much 

feedback and information as 

possible to make final deci-

sions regarding potential 

changes to school and parish 

structures. No decisions have 

been made. 

How many parishes and 

schools are going to close? 

There is not a targeted number 

of closures. The archdiocese 

has a resource limitation that 

impacts all groupings, which is 

that we expect no more than 

240 priests to be ready, willing, 

and able to serve as pastors by 

the year 2030 – about 100 

fewer pastors than today. This 

does not mean 100 parishes 

will close, however. What we 

will do through the process is 

evaluate how to organize our 

parishes with the reality of few-

er pastors. 
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Impacting 

Renew My 

Church 

 

85% 

of 

chil-

dren 

confirmed 

stop practic-

ing their faith 

by age 21. 

 

1 in 5 chil-

dren 

baptized 

do not 

receive 

First 

Communion. 

 

2 in 5 

children 

baptized 

are not 

confirmed. 

 

Catholic mar-

riages are 

down 55% 

since 

1990. 

 

RENEW MY CHURCH
Dreaming Big about the Archdiocese of Chicago

We expect no more than 240 

priests to be ready, willing, and 

able to serve as pastors by the 

year 2030 – about 100 fewer 

pastors than today. 



(three people) 

 Three priest repre-

sentatives (three 

people) 

 Vicar General and 

Chief Operating Of-

ficer (two people) 

There is one archdioce-

san commission for all 

groupings. An important 

role of the commission is 

to ensure consistency in 

approach across all 

groupings. 

If a parish closes or merg-

es, what happens to the 

parish’s money? 

The assets and liabilities 

of a parish that closes or 

merges follow the people to the 

parish that receives responsibil-

ity for the pastoral care of the 

people. 

If Parish A and Parish B merge 

and become Parish C, the as-

sets and liabilities of Parishes A 

and B become the assets and 

liabilities of new Parish C. 

If Parish A closes and merges 

into Parish B, the assets and 

Is this really a process that has 

meaning or are the scenarios a 

foregone conclusion? How 

much impact will we actually 

have? 

To set proper expectations, 

Cardinal Cupich has the respon-

sibility to make final decisions. 

However, he needs the input of 

local communities to under-

stand which possibilities will be 

best for the future.  

How are the initial scenarios 

developed? 

The initial scenarios are devel-

oped using the foundational 

principles for viability, archdioc-

esan context such as the num-

ber of pastors available for the 

future, and local data available 

to the archdiocese. The archdi-

ocese’s planning office works 

with each vicar’s 

team to develop the 

initial scenarios. 

Who is on the arch-

diocesan commis-

sion? Is it the same 

commission for all 

groupings? 

The archdiocesan 

commission in-

cludes 20 people: 

 Two non-priest representa-

tives from each of the 

archdiocese’s six vicariates 

(12 people) 

 A representative from each 

of the Archdiocese’s Pasto-

ral Council, Finance Coun-

cil, and School Board 

liabilities of Parish A become 

part of Parish B. 

When dona-

tions are 

designated

(e.g., capital 

campaign 

funds), the 

guiding prin-

ciple is to 

honor donor 

intent. 

Have other dioceses done this 

type of renewal process suc-

cessfully? 

Our approach to the Renew My 

Church discernment process 

has been informed by the good 

practices of other dioceses and 

incorporate resources and ac-

tions to fill in gaps other dioces-

es experienced. Specific dioces-
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es the archdiocese has learned 

from are Boston, Pittsburgh, 

Brooklyn, New York and Detroit. 

Wasn’t there a survey about 

Renew My Church in 2016? 

What happened with that? 

There was a diocesan-

wide survey during 

Easter 2016. The 

survey helped inform 

the pastoral priorities 

of Evangelization, 

Vocations, and Lead-

ership, as well as the 

discussions about 

which communities 

should be together in 

a grouping. 

180 Priests in 

Chicago will 

retire in 

the next 

decade. 

 

Church 

attendance 

has decreased 

by 27% over 

the past 20 

years. 

 

RENEW MY CHURCH 
Dreaming Big about the Archdiocese of Chicago 

The other parishes in our 

grouping include Immaculate 

Conception/St. Joseph, St. 

Josaphat, St. Michael Old Town, 

and St. Teresa of Avila.  



Lord Jesus, you speak to us today, 

as you spoke to holy men and women 

who have gone before us. 

In every age and in our own time, 

you call to us and say: Renew My Church. 

Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us, 

and so enable us 

    to hear you clearly 

    to listen to each other attentively 

    to imagine our future boldly 

    to discern your direction wisely 

    to persevere in your holy will courageously 

    to stay together in charity 

    to surrender our own plans readily 

    to embrace the greater good 

    to hand on your gifts to future generations. 

May we remain in the holy company of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, and all the saints. 

May their example and presence 

inspire us with patient confidence 

in the work of your grace. 

We ask this of you who live and reign 

with the Father 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

forever and ever. Amen 

1010 W Webster  

Chicago, IL 60614 

Phone: 773.325.8610 

Fax: 773.325.8626 

E-mail: info@stvdep.org 

Saint Vincent de Paul  
Roman Catholic Church 

A Prayer for Renew My Church 

Making disciples, building communities and inspiring witness 

Jesus Christ calls us to constantly 

renew His Church. Renew My Church 

is the Archdiocese of Chicago’s re-

sponse to His call and our invitation 

for renewal. Called by Jesus Christ 

we are making disciples, building 

communities and inspiring witness. 

Make  

Disciples 

 

Renew My 

Church fos-

ters belong-

ing, particular-

ly among 

young people, 

and invites 

them to have 

a true en-

counter and 

relationship 

with Jesus 

Christ. 

Build          

Communities 

Renew My Church supports vibrant par-

ishes and schools that cultivate bonds 

with each other and provoke active par-

ticipation in His Church 

 

Making Disciples with Renew My Church 

 Thirty-six percent of Millennials claim no affiliation with 

organized religion. 

 Of Millennials who claim to be Catholic, only 17 percent 

attend Mass on a weekly basis. However, this number 

doubles when you look at Millennials who attend Mass on 

a monthly basis. 

 Over the past 20 years, the parishioner base in the archdi-

ocese has declined 25 percent, and further declines are 

likely as younger generations replace older, more faith-

focused generations. 

 In the past, Catholic young people grew up in a society that 

was very supportive of faith, and they grew into faithful 

Catholics through attendance in Catholic schools and 

regular participation in the life of their parishes. Today 

things are different: faith is not trusted because it can’t be 

reconciled with science; people feel they can be spiritual 

without being religious; and regular practice of faith is not 

prioritized by families facing so many time pressures. 

We can no longer assume children will grow into an active faith life 

but, rather, we need to identify new ways of bringing youth to a new 

relationship with Christ and the Church. 

Inspire Witness 

Renew My Church asks us to come 

together in solidarity and spread the 

light and hope of Jesus Christ in order 

to transform the world. 


