St. Vincent de Paul Parish
The St. Vincent de Paul community lives out the Vincentian charism by
serving and loving the Body of Christ without exception.

May 24th, 2020
The Ascension of the Lord
“Jesus tells the disciples that they will be
witnesses to the ends of the earth”
— Acts 1:1-11
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M., Pastor
Parish Center:
1010 West Webster Avenue
Chicago, IL 60614
Phone: 773-325-8610
Fax: 773-325-8626
Email: info@stvdep.org
Website: www.stvdep.org
Facebook: facebook.com/
stvincentdepaulparishchicago

Mass Schedule
Weekends:
Saturday at 5:00 p.m.
Sunday at 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 5:00
p.m.
September through May: 8:00 p.m.
Weekdays:
Monday through Friday at 8:00 a.m.
Miraculous Medal Novena
Monday mornings during the 8:00 a.m.
Mass
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Sunday Scripture Reflection
Today as the People of God, we commemorate and celebrate
the end of Jesus’ time on Earth. We recall his Ascension into
heaven, when he returned to God. But it’s not simply a
commemoration of a historical moment or an important
event in the lives of the disciples; it has relevance for us here
today.
As we hear in today’s Gospel from Matthew, Jesus’ final
words before ascending to God were, “Go, therefore, and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that I have commanded you.” We are a Church on a mission to proclaim what
Jesus has taught us. We are on a mission to share the love of God with all we meet. We are on a
mission to recognize where God is working in our lives.
This mission to be a witness to the Resurrection is our mission today. We are a Church on a mission to
proclaim what Jesus has taught us. We are on a mission to share the love of God with all we meet. We
are on a mission to serve and love the Body of Christ without exception. We are on a mission to
recognize where God is working in our lives.
As a parish, we are called to make this love and welcome real in our lives: both individually and
collectively. Each one of us is called to spread the joy of the Gospel in our lives. As the living Body of
Christ, we are called to be generous, giving of ourselves out of love for God and others. We are
Christ’s presence in our city and world.
In this time of being separated, staying home and anxiety, it is good to remind ourselves that this
mission continues, albeit diﬀerently from before. We form the Body of Christ in the world. We remain
connected with one another and with Christ through our prayer, love and service. Whether it be by
praying the rosary online, giving to charity, volunteering to serve the poor or simply reaching out to a
friend who is lonely, we can continue to show Christ’s love to the world.
The last words of Jesus as recorded by Matthew were, “And behold, I am with you always, until the
end of the age.” We are not on this mission alone! Christ is always with us to help us to love. We just
need to ask for this grace to give ourselves to him and trust in his great love for us. And in this time,
we trust and believe that Christ is still walking with us and suﬀering with us.
As we celebrate this feast today, let us go forward with confidence that Christ is with us always,
leading us to continue his mission, and leading us to new life.
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ONLINE GRIEF GROUPS
Have you experienced loss during these
difficult times of isolation and feel the need
to come together with others to share
your experience and pray together?
As Jesus comforted Martha and Mary after the death of their brother, Lazarus,
our online grief groups are a place of comfort within our faith tradition. The online
grief group facilitators are not counselors and do not give advice, but they will be
present to listen and to guide you in prayer and reflection.
When:

Multiple dates, beginning Tuesday, May 26 for 1–1½ hours

Languages:

Available in English, Spanish, or Polish

Technology:

Via Zoom virtual gatherings

Age Restriction:

Adults only (18 years and older)

To sign up, visit archchicago.org/coronavirus/online-grief-groups.
Participation is subject to availability and our Terms of Use.

The Ascension of the Lord

May 24, 2020

St. Vincent de Paul Parish

4

Pray : Serve : Share

Ministry of Prayer
While we are separated from each other physically, we are all connected in one spirit in Christ.
“Being Church” means more than coming to a building. The Church is you and me – all of us
together – living out our mission. This con@nues even if we are physically separated. Let us pray
for each other.
We have formalized a Ministry of Prayer by asking the members of the Vincen@an Women and
Men’s Prayer group to pray for your inten@ons each day. We now would like to invite anyone
from the parish to par@cipate. If you would like to join, please email Leslie Linke at
llinke55@hotmail.com
If you have any prayer inten@ons, please email Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu or send a
message to our parish Facebook page. As Catholics, we believe that our prayers make a
diﬀerence in the world. Now, more than ever, we must band together as a community of faith
and keep this prac@ce alive.

St. Vincent de Paul Emergency Assistance Fund
Are you or someone you struggling with keeping up with bills or rent at this @me? Thanks to
some generous donors, we have created an emergency assistance fund. This will provide a
one-@me, short-term, emergency ﬁnancial support to parishioners, and those who are
sponsored by parishioners. It is designed to give an extra hand to those of you who may be
struggling ﬁnancially. Any of you who need this help are invited to apply here.

Encouraging women to build friendship and community in our parish through faith and service.

Join us to Pray the Rosary
every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Visit our website for more information: stvdep.org/community-life/vincentian-women/
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iSOULa'on
iSOULa'on is a weekly reﬂec'on meant to nourish your SOUL during this 'me
of sheltering in place. Take 'me to read or watch the weekly reﬂec'ons on how
moments of isola'on and withdrawal can prepare us for great transforma've
moments. At the end of each iSOULa'on reﬂec'on there will be ques'ons. Use
these in your own personal prayer prac'ce or share your responses in the
comments sec'on on our parish Facebook page.

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
JOB OPPORTUNITIES AT THE LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR
The Little Sisters of the Poor at St. Mary’s Home (2325 N. Lakewood) have several open job
positions. There are several positions in their laundry (no experience required), as well as for a
janitor and a cook with health care dietary experience. Inquiries and applications may be sent
to their human resources manager at hrchicago@littlesistersofthepoor.org
The Ascension of the Lord
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The parish center and church building are closed. However, parish staff are
working remotely and can be reached via email

Masses Online
From St. Vincent de Paul Church
Fr. Jeremy celebrates Mass from the chapel in the Vincentian Residence on Sunday at 11:00
am. You do not need a Facebook account to watch the Mass. It can be accessed via livestream
on Facebook <https://www.facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/>
From St. James Chapel
The Archdiocese of Chicago celebrates daily Mass which can be viewed any time
online <https://radiotv.archchicago.org/television/broadcast-masses>
From Holy Name Cathedral
Sunday Mass from Holy Name Cathedral can be viewed any time online
<https://radiotv.archchicago.org/television/broadcast-masses>

Financial Stewardship
April Budget Numbers
April 2020
Mail Donations
E-Giving

April 2019

Difference

$9,992.00

Masses Online
$19,799.00

-$9,807.00

$29,563.00

$13,814.00

$15,749.00

From St. Vincent de Paul Church

Easter
$12,775.00
$16,752.00
-$3,977.00
from the chapel in the Vincentian
Residence on Sunday-$4,033.00
at 11:00
Total Other Income Fr. Jeremy celebrates Mass$18,620.00
$22,653.00
Total Income

am. You do not need a Facebook account to watch the Mass. It can be accessed via livestream
on Facebook <https://www.facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/>
$70,961.00

$73,383.00

-$2,422.00

Thank
youSt.for
yourChapel
continued support of St. Vincent de Paul Parish! Your commitment is vital to the fiscal
From
James
health of our parish. For convenient regular giving, please consider using our auto-withdrawal program.
The Archdiocese of Chicago
celebrates
daily Mass which can for
be viewed
any time
Visit
www.stvdep.org/donate/
more information.
online <https://radiotv.archchicago.org/television/broadcast-masses>
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SETON SOUP KITCHEN
Vincentian Mission Sunday
Many people have asked, “How can I help?” in this time of staying at home. Beginning this week, Fr.
Jeremy will be accepting donations on Wednesdays from 11am-1pm in the soup kitchen (entrance
on Sheffield). We will use your donations for our guests and for other social service agencies with
whom we partner. Please consider helping as you can.
Current Needs
Men’s socks, Travel-size toiletries, Non-perishable food such as canned goods, prepackaged
snacks, cookies, bottled water, Bread, Coffee, powdered creamer, sugar, Hand sanitizer, gloves and
masks for our homeless guests
**All items must be new, unopened and not expired.**

Join us on Facebook for an evening of contemplative piano, music and prayer.
Tuesdays at 5:00pm
https://www.facebook.com/events/929448800783757/
The Ascension of the Lord
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Reflection

A University, a Virus & a Cop
I attended the board of trustees meeting via Zoom last Monday, my last meeting.
Viterbo is a Catholic University in La Crosse, Wisconsin, founded by Franciscan
Sisters. I have served as trustee for 12 years; I am grateful for the opportunity to
serve, the mission of the place and the great people I met over the years. I was sad to
say goodbye—especially over the internet rather than giving hugs all around.
About 35 trustees and more senior administrators worked hard that day—some of
the smartest and generous people I have met. Our agenda was the usual topics plus
the elephant in the room—the Coronavirus and what it has done to our people and
planning. The toughest topics were talking about letting staff go, not being able to do more for staff and
students and dealing with all the uncertainty.
The next day, on another Zoom meeting, we postponed the Vincentian Values and Leadership Course I
was to teach in Dublin, Paris and London this year—because of the virus.
In the 1600s Europe lost about half of its population from the Plague. Vincent DePaul (1581—1660)
established three stations in the city of Paris where his staff served food three times a day to 10,000
people in each place. Vincent sent his people to serve the poorest of the poor—those without food and
dying from the Plague.
A few years ago my organization opened up shelters and services in the Ukraine. We \irst tended to
children living in steam tunnels—homeless kids trying to keep warm in winter and safe year-round. In
the beginning the police arrested our staff members a few times per week. They said “if you keep feeding
these kids, they will keep coming back.” We said “we hope so.” The kids got borsht, bread and a small
chocolate—because they were kids and the poorest of the poor. Today our food shelters are closed
because of the virus so our staff put the meals on a truck and take it to the homeless on the streets.
A few days ago I received an email from one of my former students. He is a police captain in a Chicago
suburb. He learned about St. Vincent and servant leadership from me and other faculty about 15 years
ago. Bruce wrote, “Dr. Murphy, I had a conversation with one of my of\icers today. Unprompted he told me
he sees me as a servant leader. Now, 400 years later we move Vincent's mission forward.”
So many do so much good for others. Vincent sent us to the poorest of the poor and told us “to be
inventive unto in\inity.” Keep up your good work; eat a little chocolate occasionally.

J. Patrick Murphy, C.M.

(Email him at jpmurphy@depaul.edu)

Fr. Murphy is the Values Director of Depaul International, an organization headquartered in London offering
services to homeless people in seven countries. He is also an Emeritus Professor of Public Service at DePaul
University. He lives and works with the Vincentian Community in Chicago.
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Calendar of Events
Sunday May 24

Sunday Mass - 11am
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

Monday May 25

Memorial Day
Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7pm facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

Tuesday May 26

Music Stillness Solidarity - 5pm facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
A COVID Q & A with Felicia D’Souza live via Zoom at 6:30 pm

Wednesday May 27 Rosary - 6pm facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Men’s faith sharing - 6:30-7pm; contact Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu for
information on how to join
Thursday May 28

Fr. Jeremy Office Hours 1-4pm

Sunday May 31

Sunday Mass - 11am
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

The Archdiocese of Chicago's Oﬃce of Young Adult Engagement has gathered a list of
online resources for your use during this time of social distancing and beyond.
Visit https://pvm.archchicago.org/online-resources to find resources about local and
national prayer opportunities, mental and physical health, books to read, podcasts to
listen to and so much more. These resources are specifically geared toward young adults
to help them stay connected.
The Ascension of the Lord
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AN ASCENSION PANTOUM
Copyright 2020 by John B. Reynolds (john@jrwrites.com)
“Why are you standing…looking at the sky?”
Two men in white ask Jesus’ dearest friends
As he is lifted up before their eyes,
And they, perhaps, just try to comprehend.
Two men in white ask Jesus’ dearest friends
This question with the Christ now in the clouds,
As they, perhaps, just try to comprehend
(Or grab what comprehension, such allows).
This question, with the Christ now in the clouds…
It takes them back… What else was there to do?!?
To grab what comprehension such allows,
They needed time to think the whole thing through.
So taken back (what else was there to do?!?),
They thought that Israel would be restored!
They needed time to think the whole thing through,
With Jesus, their restorer, out the door…
They thought that Israel would be restored!
But nothing changed, and now they’re left alone.
With Jesus, their restorer, out the door,
They’re suddenly, it seems, all on their own.
With nothing changed, and now they’re left alone,
They’re fearful of what’s theirs for tending to;
They’re suddenly, it seems, all on their own,
And wonder whatsoever will they do?
They’re fearful of what’s theirs for tending to,
For Jesus left them with a mega task.
They wonder whatsoever will they do
To carry out their Master’s parting ask…
Yes, Jesus left them with a mega task:
Like, “Go, and make disciples,” nations-wide;
To carry out their Master’s parting ask,
He told them, too, though, he’d be at their side.
Still, to make disciples nation-wide,
They needed, first, to leave the place they stood.
He told them, too, though, he’d be at their side
And so, to spread the faith, they had the goods…
They needed, first, to leave the place they stood
With Christ now lifted up before their eyes.
And us? To spread the faith, we have the goods…
Why are we, standing…looking at the sky?
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News & Notes

Mass offerings are available for all weekend masses
and weekday masses.
Request a mass to be oﬀered on behalf of your loved one. You
can reserve one for the anniversary of a death or support
someone during a diﬃcult time, oﬀer one for a birthday or
wedding celebration, or however else you wish.
We are still taking requests, but please contact Fr. Jeremy
directly by email (jdixon20@depaul.edu) instead of calling
the Parish Center.

Giving
DONATE with Zelle

DONATE online

• Select “Transfer $ using Zelle”
• Enter donate@stvdep.org
• Enter an amount to donate

stvdep.org/donate

• Send!
• Register as a parishioner so we
have your contact information
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Weekly Intentions
Please Pray for Our Sick
Let us remember all those here at St. Vincent’s who are ill and in need of God’s healing and
comfort. Let us keep them in our prayers and thoughts, especially: Elaine Anderson, Alyssa
Beverly, Allen Carter Sr., Margaret Charles, Sommer Churchill, John Garrity, Mary Grecoina,
Leticia Gross, Mary Hayes, Laura Linke, David Neesan, Ruth Ohrem, Terri Proietto, Natalia
De Los Rios, James Schwake, Joyce Walsh
Please contact Ginny in the parish center to inform us of those who are ill and
in need of God’s healing and comfort. They will be listed in our bulletin for 4
weeks. Renewal of prayers for the sick is available by contacting Ginny at
that time. If you would like Fr. Jeremy to visit the person (if they live in the
area), please let Ginny know when you add them to the list.
If you would like a mass intention for any open date, as well as other dates in the future, please
contact Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu to schedule. He continues to celebrate mass for
your intentions in private.

Mass Oﬀerings
Sunday, May 24th

Abbie Aguirre

Monday, May 25th

Roman and Josephine Wagner

Tuesday, May 26th

Tracy Dolce (living)

Wednesday, May 27th

Marlene Weliesck

Thursday, May 28th

Michael Fulton

Friday, May 29th

Leonor Alba

Sunday, May 31st

People of the Parish
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Contact Us
Parish Staff
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M.
Pastor ...................................................................................................................... jdixon20@depaul.edu
Robert Beatty
Director of Music and Community Development …………………………………….. rbeatty1@depaul.edu
Rebecca Simons
Evangelization & Faith Formation Coordinator ………………………………………. rcarmic1@depaul.edu
Christopher Allen
Communications Director ………………………………………………………………………. callen53@depaul.edu
Mary Carter
Administrative Assistant & Records ……………………….……………………………… mcarte40@depaul.edu
Ginny Costigan
Administrative Assistant ………………………………….…………………………………….. gcostiga@depaul.edu
Suzanne Hannau
Assistant Director of Music & Young Adult Ministry …………………………………. sgillen1@depaul.edu
Jen Olson
Director of Operations ……………………………………………………………………….. jolson@archchicago.org
Jose and Salvador Perez
Maintenance
Bulletin Information
Articles must be submitted on or before Noon on Saturday for the next weekend’s bulletin (earlier, for
the week preceding holidays). Microsoft Word attachments are requested. Please make sure to indicate
which Sunday date(s) you’re requesting.
Please DO NOT send content by email, but instead use the Bulletin Submission Form:
stvdep.org/weekly-bulletin/. Contact Christopher Allen (callen53@depaul.edu) with any questions.
Website Information
Submit news items, photos, PDF announcements, and similar promotional materials at any time to
Christopher Allen. Please include your complete contact information in case we need to reach you.
The Word Among Us (wau.org) is a Catholic
devotional magazine with the daily mass readings and
reflections.
The US Conference of Catholic Bishops
(tinyurl.com/pn4a7wl) has a daily video reflection on
the mass readings, as well as the readings

DePaul University (http://tinyurl.com/mxkaue6) has a
variety of resources regarding St. Vincent de Paul and
the Vincentian Family, including articles, podcasts and
interviews, in “All Things Vincentian.”

Busted Halo (bustedhalo.com) is an “online magazine
for spiritual seekers” sponsored by the Paulist Fathers.
It includes reflections on faith and popular culture.

Saint of the Day (http://tinyurl.com/l57vch) provides a
short biography of the saint for the current day.
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