St. Vincent de Paul Parish
The St. Vincent de Paul community lives out the Vincentian charism by
serving and loving the Body of Christ without exception.

July 19th, 2020
Sixteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
“You taught your people that those who
are just must likewise be kind”
— Wisdom 12:13, 16-19
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M., Pastor
Parish Center:
1010 West Webster Avenue
Chicago, IL 60614
Phone: 773-325-8610
Fax: 773-325-8626
Email: info@stvdep.org
Website: www.stvdep.org
Facebook: facebook.com/
stvincentdepaulparishchicago

Mass Schedule
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Confessions and Private Prayer
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Sunday Scripture Reflection
I really appreciate this reflection given by Pope Francis on the parable in
today’s Gospel. For me, it is a call to stop judging others and trust in the
slow work of God.
Today’s Gospel reading oﬀers three parables through which
Jesus speaks to the crowds about the Kingdom of God. I will
focus on the first: that of the good wheat and the weeds, which
illustrates the problem of evil in the world and
highlights God’s patience. How much patience God has! Each
one of us too can say this: “How much patience God has!” The
narrative takes place in a field with two antagonists. On one side
is the master of the field, who represents God and who sows
good seed; on the other is the enemy, who represents Satan and scatters weeds.
As time passes, the weeds grow among the wheat, and the master and his servants express diﬀerent
opinions regarding this fact. The servants would like to intervene and uproot the weeds; but the master,
who is concerned above all with saving the wheat, is against this, saying: “No; lest in gathering the weeds
you root up the wheat along with them.” With this image, Jesus tells us that in this world good and evil
are so intertwined that it is impossible to separate them and eradicate all evil. God alone can do this,
and he will do so at the Last Judgment. With its ambiguities and its composite character, the present
situation is the field of freedom, the field of Christian freedom, in which the diﬃcult exercise of
discernment is made between good and evil.
This field then, involves reconciling, with great trust in God and in his providence, two seemingly
contradictory approaches: decision and patience. Decision is that of wanting to be good wheat — we all
want this — with all our might, and thus keeping away from the evil one and his seduction. Patience
means preferring a Church that acts as leaven in the dough, that is unafraid to sully her hands washing
her children’s clothes, rather than a Church of “purists” who presume to judge ahead of time who will be
in the Kingdom of God and who will not.
Today the Lord, who is Wisdom incarnate, helps us to understand that good and evil cannot be
identified with neatly defined areas or specific human groups: “These are the good, those are the bad.”
He tells us that the boundary line between good and evil passes through the heart of each person; it passes
through the heart of each of us, that is: We are all sinners. I would like to ask you: “Whoever is not a sinner
raise your hand.” No one! Because we are all sinners, all of us are. Jesus Christ, with his death on the
Cross and his Resurrection, has freed us from the slavery of sin and given us the grace to journey in a
new life; but along with Baptism he also gave us Confession, because we all need to be forgiven for our
sins. Looking always and only at the evil that is outside of us means not wanting to recognize the sin
that is also inside us.
Then Jesus teaches us a diﬀerent way of looking at the field of the world, of observing reality. We are
called to learn God’s time — which is not our time — and also God’s “gaze”: thanks to the beneficial
influence of uneasy anticipation, what were weeds or seemed to be weeds can become a good product. It
is the reality of conversion. It is the prospect of hope!
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Weekday
Morning
Mass

for the Lincoln ParkOld Town Parishes
As we enter Phase #2 for the reopening of our churches,
the five parishes represented in the Lincoln Park-Old Town
Grouping of Renew My Church are working together to
offer a weekday Mass at 8:00 a.m.
These Weekday Masses will resume on Monday, July 27th.
The five parish have created a rotating schedule, listed below.
If you wish to attend these Masses, please be aware of the
following guidelines:
• You will need to follow the same procedures for health and
safety as you would for attending Sunday Mass.
• Please visit www.icsjparish.org/guidelines to review the
guidelines and tips offered by the Archdiocese of Chicago.
• You must register in advance on-line at the particular
parish that you plan to attend.

Monday

St. Joseph Church
1107 N. Orleans
Chicago, IL
www.icsjparish.org

Tuesday

St. Michael’s in Old Town
1633 N. Cleveland
Chicago, IL
312-642-2498
www.st-mikes.org

Wednesday

St. Teresa of Avila Church
1037 W. Armitage Ave.
Chicago, IL.
773-528-6650
www.teresa.church

Thursday

St. Vincent DePaul Church
1010 W. Webster Ave.
Chicago IL.
773-325-8610
www.stvdep.org

Friday

St. Josaphat Church
2311 N. Southport
Chicago, IL.
(773) 327-895
www.stjosaphatparish.org

• Masks or some type of face covering are required.
Lincoln Park-Old Town Parishes Renew My Church Grouping
ST. MICHAEL
IN OLD TOWN

Immaculate Conception
and St. Joseph parish
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St. Vincent de Paul Parish
The pastoral staff of St. Vincent de Paul Parish in collaboration with
neighboring parishes invite you to join us in a series of conversations
exploring racial justice from the perspective of the Catholic Church.

Racial Justice and the Catholic Church by Bryan
Massingale will provide the foundation for our critical
discussions. All four discussions are hosted on Zoom
and begin at 7:00 pm.
July 23, DISCUSSION 1
"What is Racism?"
July 30, DISCUSSION 2
"An Analysis of Catholic Social Teaching on Racism"
August 6, DISCUSSION 3
"Toward a More Adequate Catholic Engagement"
August 13, DISCUSSION 4
"A Dream Deferred"

Meeting Access
Meeting ID: 957 9371 4229
Zoom Link: https://tinyurl.com/ybqfv4va
Join by Phone: 312 626 6799

Buy the Book
Join the Discussion

This project is in collaboration with Holy Name Cathedral, Old St.
Mary’s Parish, St. Clement Parish, and St. Josaphat Parish.
Author Bryan Massingale has been actively involved in church-based social justice movements and ministries. Racial Justice and the Catholic Church seeks to analyze U.S. American Catholic social thought on racism in both its strengths and
weaknesses and to discover how Catholic teaching and ethical reflection can be enriched by the contribution of the African American experience. Seeking to overcome the obstacles of ignorance and the fear of discussing race, the question
that animates Massingale’s analysis is “How can we struggle together against an evil that harms us all, though in different ways?”
—Journal of Race, Ethnicity and Religion
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Vincentian Mission Appeal for Kenya
Now, more than ever, the Vincentian priests and brothers of the Western
Province invite you to join us in prayer as we reach out to the poor, the
lonely, the sick and the vulnerable throughout the western United States
and in Kenya, East Africa. We established a mission in Kenya in 1980 to
form future Vincentian priests and brothers. We currently are shepherding
5 parishes with 31 outstations reaching 30,000 Christians in Kenya. Our
seminary has 32 men in formation. We have ordained 37 East African
priests. We educate, provide basic human needs and plan for a sustainable
future.
Now with COVID-19, the needs of the poor are even greater. Many
workers have been laid off or cannot find enough work to feed their
families. The Vincentians have been assisting people with food and support
during this time.
The mission appeal will take place on Sunday August 2. A limited number
of collection envelopes will be available in the church to place in the
collection basket. If anyone wishes to donate online, you can go to
www.WeAreMissionary.org/give and click on “Mission Cooperation Plan
Donation.” Thank you for your support of the worldwide
Vincentian Mission!
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ONLINE GRIEF GROUPS
Have you experienced loss during these
difficult times of isolation and feel the need
to come together with others to share
your experience and pray together?
As Jesus comforted Martha and Mary after the death of their brother, Lazarus,
our online grief groups are a place of comfort within our faith tradition. The online
grief group facilitators are not counselors and do not give advice, but they will be
present to listen and to guide you in prayer and reflection.
When:

Multiple dates, beginning Tuesday, May 26 for 1–1½ hours

Languages:

Available in English, Spanish, or Polish

Technology:

Via Zoom virtual gatherings

Age Restriction:

Adults only (18 years and older)

To sign up, visit archchicago.org/coronavirus/online-grief-groups.
Participation is subject to availability and our Terms of Use.
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DO YOU RECEIVE PARISH EMAILS?
Did you know that we send out weekly emails with parish updates, events
and the e-bulle@n? If not, please go to our website (www.stvdep.org) and
subscribe to our newsleZer. As we begin to have public mass, this will be
your opportunity to get the link for pre-registra@on for masses every
Thursday. Also, please check to make sure it’s not going to your spam folder!

St. Vincent de Paul
Emergency Assistance Fund
Are you or someone you struggling with keeping up with bills or rent at this
@me? Thanks to some generous donors, we have created an emergency
assistance fund. This will provide a one-@me, short-term, emergency ﬁnancial
support to parishioners, and those who are sponsored by parishioners. It is
designed to give an extra hand to those of you who may be struggling
ﬁnancially. Any of you who need this help are invited to apply here.

Ministry of Prayer
While we are separated from each other physically, we are all connected in one spirit in Christ. “Being
Church” means more than coming to a building. The Church is you and me – all of us together – living
out our mission. This con@nues even if we are physically separated. Let us pray for each other.
We have formalized a Ministry of Prayer by asking the members of the Vincen@an Women and Men’s
Prayer group to pray for your inten@ons each day. We now would like to invite anyone from the parish
to par@cipate. If you would like to join, please email Leslie Linke at llinke55@hotmail.com
If you have any prayer inten@ons, please email Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu or send a message
to our parish Facebook page. As Catholics, we believe that our prayers make a diﬀerence in the world.
Now, more than ever, we must band together as a community of faith and keep this prac@ce alive.
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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The parish center and church building are closed. However, parish staff are
working remotely and can be reached via email

St. Vincent de Paul Parish
Sunday Mass at 10:00 am
streamed live on Facebook from
St. Vincent de Paul Church

living out the Vincentian
charism by serving and loving the Body of Christ without exception
Financial Stewardship
May Budget Numbers
May 2020

May 2019

Difference

Mail Donations

$5,740.00

$13,059.00

-$7,289.00

E-Giving

$20,368.00

$11,868.00

$8,500.00

Total Other Income

$18,741.00

$25,049.00

-$6,308.00

Total Income

$44,849.00

$49,967.00

-$5,118.00

Thank you for your continued support of St. Vincent de Paul Parish! Your commitment is vital to the fiscal
health of our parish. For convenient regular giving, please consider using our auto-withdrawal program.
Visit www.stvdep.org/donate/ for more information.
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Encouraging women to build friendship and community in our parish through faith and service.

Join us to Pray the Rosary
every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

Visit our website for more information: stvdep.org/community-life/vincentian-women/

Join us on Facebook for an evening of contemplative piano, music and prayer.
Tuesdays at 5:00pm
https://www.facebook.com/events/929448800783757/
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Reflection from Fr. Murphy

J. Patrick Murphy, C.M.

July 19, 2020

This week I read this from Mark Horstman, CEO of Manager Tools.
“Great people talk about ideas. Most people talk about
things. Small people talk about other people.
It has bothered me lately that in the hyper-partisan world we live in,
there is a growing acceptance that when one person shares thoughts
about ideas, others respond with their thoughts about that person. These kinds of ad
hominem attacks are a small crack in the civil society that humankind has been successfully
building for thousands of years. Related to this is a policy we have here at MT: if we share
thoughts, and someone responds with an ad hominem attack, they get one warning.”
A recent example of this is when Roger Stone, his sentence commuted by President Trump, told the
press that Robert Muller was out to get him, that the prosecutor was corrupt and the jury was corrupt as
well. He did not talk about ideas or facts. He could not—he testiSied to Mike Quigley (D, Chicago) under
oath that he did not communicate certain things. Muller found a great deal of evidence in Roger Stone’s
own emails that he did. He lied to Congress and for that he was rightfully convicted of a felony. Roger
used ad-hominem attacks rather than ideas or facts after his release; he lied then blamed others for his
verdict. We do not know if he learned that tactic from his boss or whether his boss learned the lesson
from Mr. Stone. Small people lie and blame others for their misdeeds. Jesus gave them one warning.
Jesus used parables to explain ideas so we would remember them.
What have we learned here?
Jesus gave us a warning in the parable of planting good seeds and evil people planting weeds. Those
who do evil may live among us but they await a Siery furnace.
When we do good things under the leadership of Jesus Christ we offer balance to the evil in the world—
reducing poverty by 50 percent worldwide in 20 years, generating $1.2 billion in services to poor people
yearly by the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.
Today over two billion people identify as Christians. Some do extraordinary things, welcoming the
stranger, serving the poor, preaching the good news—talking about ideas and facts. Others tell lies and
blame others, calling people names in ad-hominem attacks. They have their one warning from Jesus in
the parable of planting good seed and planting poisonous weeds. The kingdom of God awaits the Sirst
group; the Siery furnace awaits the second. One warning only. Bad behavior is bad management, bad
Christianity.

Email me at jpmurphy@depaul.edu

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 19, 2020

St. Vincent de Paul Parish

11

Pray : Serve : Share

Calendar of Events
Sunday July 19

Mass - 10 am, in Church with registration and on Facebook:
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

Monday July 20

Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7pm facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Baptism prep class, 7:00 pm on Zoom

Tuesday July 21

Music, Stillness, Solidarity - 5 pm - facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

Wed. July 22

Rosary - 6pm facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

Saturday July 25

Church open for Private Prayer and Reconciliation, 3 - 5 pm

Sunday July 26

Mass - 10 am, in Church with registration and on Facebook:
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

The Archdiocese of Chicago's Oﬃce of Young Adult Engagement has gathered a list of
online resources for your use during this time of social distancing and beyond.
Visit https://pvm.archchicago.org/online-resources to find resources about local and
national prayer opportunities, mental and physical health, books to read, podcasts to
listen to and so much more. These resources are specifically geared toward young adults
to help them stay connected.
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News & Notes

ON MY HEARING (SHORT TERM, AND LONG)
Copyright 2020 by John B. Reynolds (john@jrwrites.com)

A couple of months ago, my wife told me that someday--not now--but someday down the road, I
would probably need a hearing aid. I said, “What?” Kidding… Gail went on to say that sometimes
she tells me things and I don’t respond. Or that sometimes she asks me questions and I don’t
answer. I told her that this didn’t necessarily mean I didn’t hear her, but that I might have had
something else on my mind. Despite appearances to the contrary, I’m actually a deep-thinking guy.
Still, I know I’ve had a problem with certain frequencies for a while now, and I always point to the
time our daughter was watching television in the front room of our home a few years back. I was
making dinner in the kitchen at the opposite end of the house when the alarm on my Timex
started going oﬀ. You’re probably way ahead of me on this, and you’re right… Sarah is three
rooms away, watching TV, and she hears the alarm. I’m wearing the watch, and don’t hear it. In my
defense… Well. I have no defense.
And speaking of hearing, Joel Osteen opened up one of his messages once with the story about a
guy who asked his pastor to pray for his hearing. Happy to do so, the pastor put his hands over the
man’s ears and spoke several words of faith and healing over him, all the while asking God to aﬀect
the improvement the man was seeking. Afterward, the pastor removed his hands and asked the
man how his hearing was now. A little confused, the man answered, “I don’t know. It’s not until
next Tuesday...”
Perhaps hearing is on my mind because of something Jesus tells his disciples today: “Whoever has
ears ought to hear.” He says this after explaining to them the parable of the weeds (“He who sows
good seed is the Son of Man, the field is the world, the good seed the children of the kingdom.
The weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest
is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. Just as weeds are collected and burned up with
fire, so will it be at the end of the age…”).
“Whoever has ears ought to hear.” Does it sound familiar? It should. In last week’s Gospel, Jesus
said it word-for-word to the crowd after telling them the parable of the sower (“A sower went out
to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and birds came and ate it up…”), and a couple
of chapters earlier in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus uses the exact same verbiage after his testimony on
behalf of John the Baptist. A priest told me once that when Jesus says something more than once,
we had really better pay attention. That I might hear as Jesus says I ought, I’m asking all the saints
I know today (Mom, Dad, Helen, ShirleyMom, Tim, Greg, etc…) to pray for my spiritual hearing in
the immediate short term. And--looking at that Joel Osteen joke in a Judgement Day context--I’m
asking them to pray for my long-term hearing, too…
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 19, 2020

St. Vincent de Paul Parish

13

News & Notes

Mass offerings are available for all weekend masses
and weekday masses.
Request a mass to be oﬀered on behalf of your loved one. You
can reserve one for the anniversary of a death or support
someone during a diﬃcult time, oﬀer one for a birthday or
wedding celebration, or however else you wish.
We are still taking requests, but please contact Fr. Jeremy
directly by email (jdixon20@depaul.edu) instead of calling
the Parish Center.

Giving
DONATE with Zelle

DONATE online

• Select “Transfer $ using Zelle”
• Enter donate@stvdep.org
• Enter an amount to donate

stvdep.org/donate

• Send!
• Register as a parishioner so we
have your contact information
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Weekly Intentions
Please Pray for Our Sick
Let us remember all those here at St. Vincent’s who are ill and in need of God’s healing and
comfort. Let us keep them in our prayers and thoughts, especially: Elaine Anderson, Alyssa
Beverly, Allen Carter Sr., Margaret Charles, Sommer Churchill, John Garrity, Mary Grecoina,
Leticia Gross, Mary Hayes, Laura Linke, David Neesan, Ruth Ohrem, Terri Proietto, Natalia
De Los Rios, James Schwake, Joyce Walsh
Please contact Ginny in the parish center to inform us of those who are ill and
in need of God’s healing and comfort. They will be listed in our bulletin for 4
weeks. Renewal of prayers for the sick is available by contacting Ginny at
that time. If you would like Fr. Jeremy to visit the person (if they live in the
area), please let Ginny know when you add them to the list.
If you would like a mass intention for any open date, as well as other dates in the future, please
contact Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu to schedule. He continues to celebrate mass for
your intentions in private.

Mass Oﬀerings
Sunday, July 19th

Leonor Alba

Monday, July 20th

People of the Parish

Thursday, July 23rd

Tracy Dolce (living)

Sunday, July 26th

Alejo Campos
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Contact Us
Parish Staff
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M.
Pastor ...................................................................................................................... jdixon20@depaul.edu
Robert Beatty
Director of Music and Community Development …………………………………….. rbeatty1@depaul.edu
Rebecca Simons
Evangelization & Faith Formation Coordinator ………………………………………. rcarmic1@depaul.edu
Christopher Allen
Communications Director ………………………………………………………………………. callen53@depaul.edu
Mary Carter
Administrative Assistant & Records ……………………….……………………………… mcarte40@depaul.edu
Ginny Costigan
Administrative Assistant ………………………………….…………………………………….. gcostiga@depaul.edu
Suzanne Hannau
Assistant Director of Music & Young Adult Ministry …………………………………. sgillen1@depaul.edu
Jen Olson
Director of Operations ……………………………………………………………………….. jolson@archchicago.org
Jose and Salvador Perez
Maintenance
Bulletin Information
Articles must be submitted on or before Noon on Saturday for the next weekend’s bulletin (earlier, for
the week preceding holidays). Microsoft Word attachments are requested. Please make sure to indicate
which Sunday date(s) you’re requesting.
Please DO NOT send content by email, but instead use the Bulletin Submission Form:
stvdep.org/weekly-bulletin/. Contact Christopher Allen (callen53@depaul.edu) with any questions.
Website Information
Submit news items, photos, PDF announcements, and similar promotional materials at any time to
Christopher Allen. Please include your complete contact information in case we need to reach you.
The Word Among Us (wau.org) is a Catholic
devotional magazine with the daily mass readings and
reflections.
The US Conference of Catholic Bishops
(tinyurl.com/pn4a7wl) has a daily video reflection on
the mass readings, as well as the readings

DePaul University (http://tinyurl.com/mxkaue6) has a
variety of resources regarding St. Vincent de Paul and
the Vincentian Family, including articles, podcasts and
interviews, in “All Things Vincentian.”

Busted Halo (bustedhalo.com) is an “online magazine
for spiritual seekers” sponsored by the Paulist Fathers.
It includes reflections on faith and popular culture.

Saint of the Day (http://tinyurl.com/l57vch) provides a
short biography of the saint for the current day.
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