St. Vincent de Paul Parish
The St. Vincent de Paul community lives out the Vincentian charism by
serving and loving the Body of Christ without exception.

August 30th, 2020
Twenty-second Sunday in
Ordinary Time
“My soul is thirsting for you,
O Lord my God”
— Psalm 63
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M., Pastor
Parish Center:
1010 West Webster Avenue
Chicago, IL 60614
Phone: 773-325-8610
Fax: 773-325-8626
Email: info@stvdep.org
Website: www.stvdep.org
Facebook: facebook.com/
stvincentdepaulparishchicago
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Sunday Scripture Reflection
One of the most challenging questions that people ask me have to
do with what theologians call “the problem of evil.” Why do good
people suffer? How can a God of love do this to people? These are
real questions of faith, and many people struggle with it. Often, we
can’t get past the suffering that is present in our world. And in our
current state of affairs, many days it seems that all we see is
suffering: suffering from pandemic, physical and mental health
issues, sufferings from racial injustice, sufferings from
unemployment.
These are questions that all of us face. Why am I, or my loved one,
suffering so much? At one time or another, all people of faith must
struggle with this question. We think about it when our spouse gets sick. We think about it when a child dies.
We think about it when our family struggles to pay the bills. We think about it when sadness and tragedy strike,
when natural disasters kill and injure. We think about it when senseless violence and injustice snuff out another
human life.
If God is all-good and all-powerful, why do such terrible things happen? Why doesn’t God answer my prayers?
There are no easy answers to these questions, and the people who ask them deserve more than simple
platitudes or pithy sayings.
Our readings today speak about this suffering and how somehow it is part of God’s plan for salvation and new
life. Jeremiah is blunt as always, saying, “You duped me, Lord…All the day I am an object of laughter;
everyone mocks me.” Does this mean that God tricks us somehow? The answer is a strong NO. What
Jeremiah is trying to get across is that being faithful to the Lord brings challenge and suffering, that it would be
easier to not be a disciple. However, for disciples, the love of God “becomes like fire burning in my heart” that
must be proclaimed. In the midst of suffering, God is there. The suffering is not diminished or taken away, but it
leads to new life.
This is the cornerstone of our faith. The cross was necessary for our salvation. It is only through Jesus’
sacrifice and death that resurrection could occur. There never would have been an Easter Sunday of great joy
without the pain and sorrow of Good Friday. This is what Jesus tells the disciples, and what Peter cannot
understand. We must be willing to die to ourselves in order to rise to the new life that Christ offers.
In his book on racial justice that we just finished reading together, Fr. Bryan Massingale writes: “Hope is a
stance that good ultimately – but not always – triumphs over evil…and in the process, more than a few good
people will pay a high and awful price. Authentic hope looks squarely at the intransigence of evil;
acknowledges the tragedy of loss and defeat; yet refuses to accept that evil, tragedy and defeat will have the
final say in human affairs.”
As we unite ourselves more and more to Jesus, we have faith that there is light even in this dark hour. We
have faith that the end result will be something positive, something holy. When we can trust in God’s enduring
goodness and love for us, even in the midst of pain and suffering and death, our faith is deepened and
strengthened. We are called today to trust in God’s love and goodness for us. We are called to seek Jesus and
ask him to show us the way to follow him. Because Jesus knows the
challenges of our lives; he lived them all himself. Let us give of ourselves
as he did. Let us trust in God’s power to transform our sufferings and our
lives as he did.
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The Church believes that parents are the primary educators of their children
therefore St. Vincent de Paul offers the family catechetical religious education
model (parents attend classes with their child(ren).
Classes will still be held once a month on Sundays at 11:00 AM. Families will be
expected to complete activities during the weeks classes are not held and attend
(or virtually attend) Mass weekly.
Classes will begin in September. Until at least January 2020 all religious
education instruction held through St. Vincent de Paul Parish will be held online.
This year families will be divided into three classes:
1. Students who have received First Communion (these students will receive the
sacrament of Confirmation in spring 2022).
2. Students who have completed at least one year of religious education
instruction. These students will be receiving their First Communion spring 2021.
3. Students who have not received their First Communion.
Please be aware that the Archdiocese of Chicago requires that all students
complete two years of religious education classes prior to receiving their First
Communion or Confirmation.
On the Sundays that classes are held you’ll need to have access to Zoom. The
Archdiocese is requiring that a parent/guardian be physically present with a child
on all Zoom calls involving minors.
Must register by September 13, 2020
For more information and to register please contact Rebecca at
rcarmic1@depaul.edu
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
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TnT
Short for "Twenties n' Thirties," TnT oﬀers young adults at St. Vincent de Paul Parish
and the surrounding community space to meet fellow Catholics and deepen their
faith through spiritual, social, and service events. Some of our events include
afternoon spiritual retreats, Theology on Tap, virtual game nights and more.
Hello, I'm Ben Gartland! I've been one of the coleaders of TnT for about two years now and it's one
of my favorite things I do with St. Vincent de Paul
Parish because of all the wonderful people I've gotten
to meet. I graduated from DePaul in 2017 and
currently work in marketing for a dispute resolution
firm. My favorite things to do in my spare time are
watch sports, go on long runs and make people roll
their eyes at my bad jokes. I'm really excited to see
you at our virtual and in-person events coming up!

Hi! I'm Ilana! I recently graduated from DePaul
University with a degree in Museum Studies and
Catholic Studies. During undergrad, I was active in
serving the community and social justice eﬀorts on
campus. I can't wait to bring what I've learned to our
young adult parish! Here are a few fun facts about me:
My favorite saints are Peter and Augustine, I love to
sing, and my favorite animal is a bear. I'm really
looking forward to being in community with each of
you!
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Vincentian Women

DONATION DROP-OFFS

Saturdays during August
10:00 a.m. to Noon
. or at Sunday morning Mass

Ink Pens
Pencils
Erasers
3 X 5 index cards
Folders
Rulers
Scissors

Graphing calculator
Markers and highlighters
Protractors
Compasses
Three-ring binders
Divider sets for binders
Backpacks
USB flash drives
Kleenex
Hand sanitizer
Loose-leaf paper and
Notebooks
(college ruled please!)

VOLUNTEERS
FORWomen
CHURCH
Vincentian
CLEANING AND GREETING

SOUP KITCHEN SERVICE

We are in need of more volunteers to greet
people, act as ushers and clean a6er each
use of the church building. Currently, we
have mass at 10am on Sunday and 8am on
Thursday, in addiAon to bapAsms and
weddingsDon
Saturdays.
The-OFFS
number of
ONATION
DROP
masses and the celebraAon of daily Mass
Saturdays
during August
depends largely
on the availability
of
volunteers. If you
woulda.m.
like to
and
10:00
tohelp,
Noon
are not part of. or
theatvulnerable
populaAon,
Sunday morning Mass
please contact Fr. Jeremy at
jdixon20@depaul.edu or 773-325-4155.

Our soup kitchen needs volunteers to help
serveInk
onPens
Mondays, Wednesdays
and
Graphing calculator
Markers
and
highlighters
Pencilsin the morning from 7:30-10am.
Saturdays
Protractors
Erasers
In addiAon,
volunteers
are needed to pick
Compasses
3 X 5 index cards
up donaAons
at Costco on Sunday morning
Folders
Three-ring binders
Rulers If you would
at 9:15am.
like to volunteer or
Divider sets for binders
Scissors
want more informaAon,
please contact
Backpacks
USB
flash drives
Nelson Mendoza at nmendoz7@depaul.edu
Kleenex
or register at h"p:// Hand sanitizer
www.rotundaso0ware.com/volunteer/
Loose-leaf paper and
Seton_SandwichKitchen?enroll=1
Notebooks
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CHANGE IN SCHEDULE

DAILY MASS

For the remainder of August, the church will
not be open for private prayer and
confessions on Saturday a6ernoons. We
have a number of weddings and bapAsms
scheduled during this Ame. We will make
Ame for confessions available in the fall. In
the meanAme, if you desire to celebrate the
sacrament of reconciliaAon, please contact
Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu to set
up an appointment.

Daily mass is being oﬀered by the ﬁve
parishes in our Renew My Church grouping.
The mass at St. Vincent is on Thursday
morning at 8am. No registraAon is needed
for our mass here, although you will be
asked for your contact informaAon when
you arrive. Please see the websites of the
other parishes for informaAon on how to
register for mass there.
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You are invited to Online Alpha!
Join us via Zoom beginning Thursday, 9/17 7:00
PM – 8:30 PM for great conversation between
people who are exploring life and faith; no strings
attached. What do you have to lose?
Please complete the following form if you're
interested in joining us:
https://tinyurl.com/y5q49qgq
For this program we will be partnering with two parishes in our Renew My
Church grouping St. Josaphat and St. Teresa of Avila.
Email Rebecca at rcarmic1@depaul.edu with any questions.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE DURING
CRISIS

MASS SCHEDULE

Towards the beginning of the current
pandemic, the parish began an emergency
assistance fund to assist parishioners and
others in need. To date, we have distributed
over $5,000 in one-Ame gi6s. We have
helped people with rent, food, uAliAes,
transportaAon costs, hotel rooms to avoid
homelessness, the Li^le Sisters of the Poor
and workers laid oﬀ by Chartwells, the
company that caters events at DePaul.
Thanks to the generosity of the VincenAan
province and other donors, we have been
able to meet these needs and carry out our
mission. We will conAnue to try and meet
the requests of those in need as the
pandemic conAnues and beyond.

Beginning on September 12, we will
again celebrate the Sunday 5pm mass!
SeaAng will be limited to 100 people as
during the Sunday 10am mass. If you
would like to volunteer to help greet or
saniAze a6er the mass, please let Father
Jeremy know (jdixon20@depaul.edu)
SaniAzing takes about 20 minutes a6er
the conclusion of mass and greeters need
to arrive 25 minutes before mass.
In addiAon, DePaul University will also
resume its Sunday Night Mass at 8pm on
September 5.
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Weekday
Morning
Mass

for the Lincoln ParkOld Town Parishes
As we enter Phase #2 for the reopening of our churches,
the five parishes represented in the Lincoln Park-Old Town
Grouping of Renew My Church are working together to
offer a weekday Mass at 8:00 a.m.
These Weekday Masses will resume on Monday, July 27th.
The five parish have created a rotating schedule, listed below.
If you wish to attend these Masses, please be aware of the
following guidelines:
• You will need to follow the same procedures for health and
safety as you would for attending Sunday Mass.
• Please visit www.icsjparish.org/guidelines to review the
guidelines and tips offered by the Archdiocese of Chicago.
• You must register in advance on-line at the particular
parish that you plan to attend.

Monday

St. Joseph Church
1107 N. Orleans
Chicago, IL
www.icsjparish.org

Tuesday

St. Michael’s in Old Town
1633 N. Cleveland
Chicago, IL
312-642-2498
www.st-mikes.org

Wednesday

St. Teresa of Avila Church
1037 W. Armitage Ave.
Chicago, IL.
773-528-6650
www.teresa.church

Thursday

St. Vincent DePaul Church
1010 W. Webster Ave.
Chicago IL.
773-325-8610
www.stvdep.org

Friday

St. Josaphat Church
2311 N. Southport
Chicago, IL.
(773) 327-895
www.stjosaphatparish.org

• Masks or some type of face covering are required.
Lincoln Park-Old Town Parishes Renew My Church Grouping
ST. MICHAEL
IN OLD TOWN

Immaculate Conception
and St. Joseph parish
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DO YOU RECEIVE PARISH EMAILS?
Did you know that we send out weekly emails with parish updates, events
and the e-bulleAn? If not, please go to our website (www.stvdep.org) and
subscribe to our newsle^er. As we begin to have public mass, this will be
your opportunity to get the link for pre-registraAon for masses every
Thursday. Also, please check to make sure it’s not going to your spam folder!

St. Vincent de Paul
Emergency Assistance Fund
Are you or someone you struggling with keeping up with bills or rent at this
Ame? Thanks to some generous donors, we have created an emergency
assistance fund. This will provide a one-Ame, short-term, emergency ﬁnancial
support to parishioners, and those who are sponsored by parishioners. It is
designed to give an extra hand to those of you who may be struggling
ﬁnancially. Any of you who need this help are invited to apply here.

Ministry of Prayer
While we are separated from each other physically, we are all connected in one spirit in Christ. “Being
Church” means more than coming to a building. The Church is you and me – all of us together – living
out our mission. This conAnues even if we are physically separated. Let us pray for each other.
We have formalized a Ministry of Prayer by asking the members of the VincenAan Women and Men’s
Prayer group to pray for your intenAons each day. We now would like to invite anyone from the parish
to parAcipate. If you would like to join, please email Leslie Linke at llinke55@hotmail.com
If you have any prayer intenAons, please email Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu or send a message
to our parish Facebook page. As Catholics, we believe that our prayers make a diﬀerence in the world.
Now, more than ever, we must band together as a community of faith and keep this pracAce alive.
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Reflection from Fr. Murphy

What Am I Here For?
When I teach, I focus on /inding a purpose in life and then pursuing it with happy
abandon. I want to do whatever I am here for— relentlessly. I want to have a little
fun along the way of course, but I don’t want to end up having forgotten why I was
put here.
Here is a way to make sense out of our lives—to discover and follow our purpose.
Schedule your life a week at a time. It is your 168 hours to use. There are two
kinds of people reading this—your kind and the other kind. One kind will look
back in a week and say, “Wow, where did the time go? I cannot remember anything
I did that made a difference for anybody. I ate, slept, worked, watched TV and
ended up here feeling tired, worn out and without purpose.” The other kind will
say, “Wow, what a great week I had. I was productive at work because I was
prepared, I cooked a terri/ic meal for the family that everybody loved and we
laughed all the way through it. I am ready for next week and look forward to doing what I am put here for.”
Family comes <irst. Put family obligations in your calendar /irst. Yes, we have to do our job and do all those
usual chores like taking out the garbage, cleaning house and so on. But none of that is more important than
family.
Manage your email (or other social media). Deal with email no more than two or three times per day. Leave
more time to do the important things—both job and people things.
Schedule time for the most important, purposeful things. Try two sessions a week—focus on those things
that are answers to the question, “What am I here for.” It will include strategic objectives for your job of course,
but also for life. How are you being a good parent or caretaker for your parent? How are you contributing to
the Christian community, paying back for the blessings you have received? How are you ful/illing your purpose
—what you are here for? What have you done for the poor this week? Schedule yourself to make a difference
by doing something for one person a week—build trust.
Meet someone new over a coffee, a lunch or a beer just to make their acquaintance and learn something or
say something that will make their day.
You have 168 hours this week. You have about 120 days left in 2020—think how you could improve your life if
you worked on the above list. You will /ind happiness during the hours and days if you are ful/illing your
purpose. You will be making a difference for others.

Email me at jpmurphy@depaul.edu
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 30, 2020

St. Vincent de Paul Parish

11

Pray : Serve : Share
The parish center and church building are closed. However, parish staff are
working remotely and can be reached via email

St. Vincent de Paul Parish
Sunday Mass at 10:00 am
streamed live on Facebook from
St. Vincent de Paul Church

living out the Vincentian
charism by serving and loving the Body of Christ without exception
Financial Stewardship
June Budget Numbers
June 2020

June 2019

Budget

Collections

$33,181.00

$27,018.00

$32,061.00

Other Income

$22,022.00

$21,148.00

$23,808.00

Total Income

$55,203.00

$48,166.00

$55,869.00

Thank you for your continued support of St. Vincent de Paul Parish! Your commitment is vital to the fiscal
health of our parish. For convenient regular giving, please consider using our auto-withdrawal program.
Visit www.stvdep.org/donate/ for more information.
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Encouraging women to build friendship and community in our parish through faith and service.

Join us to Pray the Rosary
every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

School Supply Drive ends August 30!
Visit our website for more information: stvdep.org/community-life/vincentian-women/

Join us on Facebook for an evening of contemplative piano, music and prayer.
Tuesdays at 5:00pm
https://www.facebook.com/events/929448800783757/
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Calendar of Events
Sunday August 30

Mass - 10 am, in Church with registration and on Facebook:
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
> School Supply Drive Drop-off after Mass - Last Day!

Monday August 31 Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7pm facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Tuesday Sept. 1

Music, Stillness, Solidarity - 5 pm - facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

Wed. Sept. 2

Rosary - 6pm facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

Thurs. Sept. 3

Morning Mass, 8:00 am, Church

Sunday Sept. 6

Mass - 10 am, in Church with registration and on Facebook:
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Catholic Campus Ministry Mass, 8:00pm, Church

The Archdiocese of Chicago's Oﬃce of Young Adult Engagement has gathered a list of
online resources for your use during this time of social distancing and beyond.
Visit https://pvm.archchicago.org/online-resources to find resources about local and
national prayer opportunities, mental and physical health, books to read, podcasts to
listen to and so much more. These resources are specifically geared toward young adults
to help them stay connected.
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
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News & Notes

ON BEING DUPED, STAYING TRUE, AND THREE JEREMIAHS
Copyright 2020 by John B. Reynolds (john@jrwrites.com)

I’ve always liked the name Jeremiah. Maybe because of Robert Redford’s portrayal of the
mountain man in Jeremiah Johnson. Maybe because of Three Dog Night’s version of Hoyt Axton’s
Joy To The World, which is probably known to many by the opening line, “Jeremiah was a
bullfrog…” And I suppose my liking of the name has also been informed by the Old Testament
prophet Jeremiah (my favorite) who we hear from today. But if there’s any joy to his world, we’d
never know it. The first reading is taken from a larger passage which--in my Book--is called
“Jeremiah’s Interior Crisis.” You think?
“You duped me, O Lord, and I let myself be duped…All the day I am an object of
laughter…the word of the Lord has brought me derision and reproach all the day. I say to myself, I
will not mention him, I will speak in his name no more. But then it becomes like fire burning in my
heart, imprisoned in my bones; I grow weary holding it in, I cannot endure it.” And later in the
chapter, Jeremiah says “Cursed be the day on which I was born!” Yikes. I think I’ll take “Joy to the
world/ All the boys and girls/ Joy to the fishes in the deep blue sea/ Joy to you and me” instead…
And in a sense, Peter would as well in today’s Gospel, because after Jesus tells the disciples
that he must go to Jerusalem to suffer, be killed, and then be raised on the third day, what does Peter
say? And remember, this is the same Peter who a few weeks ago showed he was all-in for Jesus by
climbing out of the boat (“Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water”), and the
same Peter who just last week declared Jesus as the Messiah ("You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God”). But today, when Jesus paints the Passion picture for the first time, Peter takes Jesus
aside and says, “God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to you.”
Jesus chides Peter for this, saying, “Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me. You
are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.” Then he adds, “Whoever wishes to come after
me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me…” So, no joy-to-you-and-me, it would seem.
At least not if we take our discipleship seriously. But hold on, because right in the middle of
Jeremiah’s interior crisis, there’s this: “But my Lord is with me, like a mighty champion; my
persecutors will stumble, they will not triumph.” Jesus isn’t telling us it will be easy. But if we stay
true to him--even with all of our shortcomings--he promises that “…the Son of Man will come with
his angels in his Father’s glory, and then he will repay all according to his conduct.” Per one of the
lines in The Ballad of Jeremiah Johnson (the song that runs throughout the movie), “The way that you
wander is the way that you choose.” Wherever we may wander, may we always choose the Christ.
I’m not sure about Jeremiah the mountain man, but certainly the prophet and the frog are with me on
this. Yeah. I’ve always liked the name.
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Mass offerings are available for all weekend masses
and weekday masses.
Request a mass to be oﬀered on behalf of your loved one. You
can reserve one for the anniversary of a death or support
someone during a diﬃcult time, oﬀer one for a birthday or
wedding celebration, or however else you wish.
We are still taking requests, but please contact Fr. Jeremy
directly by email (jdixon20@depaul.edu) instead of calling
the Parish Center.

Giving
DONATE with Zelle

DONATE online

• Select “Transfer $ using Zelle”
• Enter donate@stvdep.org
• Enter an amount to donate
• Send!
• Register as a parishioner so we
have your contact information
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Weekly Intentions
Please Pray for Our Sick
Let us remember all those here at St. Vincent’s who are ill and in need of God’s healing and
comfort. Let us keep them in our prayers and thoughts, especially: Elaine Anderson, Alyssa
Beverly, Margaret Charles, Sommer Churchill, John Garrity, Mary Grecoina, Leticia Gross,
Mary Hayes, Laura Linke, David Neesan, Ruth Ohrem, Terri Proietto, Natalia De Los Rios,
James Schwake, Joyce Walsh
Please contact Ginny in the parish center to inform us of those who are ill and
in need of God’s healing and comfort. They will be listed in our bulletin for 4
weeks. Renewal of prayers for the sick is available by contacting Ginny at
that time. If you would like Fr. Jeremy to visit the person (if they live in the
area), please let Ginny know when you add them to the list.
If you would like a mass intention for any open date, as well as other dates in the future, please
contact Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu to schedule. He continues to celebrate mass for
your intentions in private.

Mass Oﬀerings
Sunday, August 30th

People of the Parish

Monday, August 31st

Richard Winkler

Wednesday, September 2nd

Leonor Alba

Thursday, September 3rd

Tracy Dolce (living)

Friday, September 4th

Mary and James Pusateri

Sunday, September 6th

James Moﬀett

Welcome New Parishioners:
Samuel Cascone, Sierra Ladorre, Jason & Heather D’Orazio, Justin Tucker, Maureen DeHond,
Gerald &Riley Looser, Nora Mangan, Megan Mulroy, Alfonso Becerra & Judy Tovar, Lauren Wilson,
Michael Smail & Caitlin Sperry
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Contact Us
Parish Staff
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M.
Pastor ...................................................................................................................... jdixon20@depaul.edu
Robert Beatty
Director of Music and Community Development …………………………………….. rbeatty1@depaul.edu
Rebecca Simons
Evangelization & Faith Formation Coordinator ………………………………………. rcarmic1@depaul.edu
Christopher Allen
Communications Director ………………………………………………………………………. callen53@depaul.edu
Mary Carter
Administrative Assistant & Records ……………………….……………………………… mcarte40@depaul.edu
Ginny Costigan
Administrative Assistant ………………………………….…………………………………….. gcostiga@depaul.edu
Suzanne Hannau
Assistant Director of Music & Young Adult Ministry …………………………………. sgillen1@depaul.edu
Jen Olson
Director of Operations ……………………………………………………………………….. jolson@archchicago.org
Jose and Salvador Perez
Maintenance
Bulletin Information
Articles must be submitted on or before Noon on Saturday for the next weekend’s bulletin (earlier, for
the week preceding holidays). Microsoft Word attachments are requested. Please make sure to indicate
which Sunday date(s) you’re requesting.
Please DO NOT send content by email, but instead use the Bulletin Submission Form:
stvdep.org/weekly-bulletin/. Contact Christopher Allen (callen53@depaul.edu) with any questions.
Website Information
Submit news items, photos, PDF announcements, and similar promotional materials at any time to
Christopher Allen. Please include your complete contact information in case we need to reach you.
The Word Among Us (wau.org) is a Catholic
devotional magazine with the daily mass readings and
reflections.
The US Conference of Catholic Bishops
(tinyurl.com/pn4a7wl) has a daily video reflection on
the mass readings, as well as the readings

DePaul University (http://tinyurl.com/mxkaue6) has a
variety of resources regarding St. Vincent de Paul and
the Vincentian Family, including articles, podcasts and
interviews, in “All Things Vincentian.”

Busted Halo (bustedhalo.com) is an “online magazine
for spiritual seekers” sponsored by the Paulist Fathers.
It includes reflections on faith and popular culture.

Saint of the Day (http://tinyurl.com/l57vch) provides a
short biography of the saint for the current day.
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