St. Vincent de Paul Parish
The St. Vincent de Paul community lives out the Vincentian charism by
serving and loving the Body of Christ without exception.

September 13th, 2020
Twenty-fourth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
“Remember the commandments and
hate not your neighbor”
— Sirach 27:30 — 28:7
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M., Pastor
Parish Center:
1010 West Webster Avenue
Chicago, IL 60614
Phone: 773-325-8610
Fax: 773-325-8626
Email: info@stvdep.org
Website: www.stvdep.org
Facebook: facebook.com/
stvincentdepaulparishchicago

Mass Schedule
Sunday:
10:00 am
5:00 pm
8:00 pm *
* September through May

Thursday:
8:00 am
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Sunday Scripture Reflection
When I first read these readings this week, I felt struck by a
sense of how appropriate they are for us today. The readings
speak about forgiveness – and our tendency to be stubborn in
forgiving others. The first sentence from the first reading makes
it clear: “Wrath and anger are hateful things, yet the sinner hugs
them tight.” (Sirach 27:30) In our world today, anger and
vengeance are all around us. The polarization in our society
appears all-consuming. We refuse to speak or dialogue with
people who are different, or have different views. It’s much
easier to stay in our bubble and not engage, and often when we
do engage, it is with anger and indignation.
Don’t get me wrong: I am just as guilty. I can feel that same sense of righteous anger or moral
superiority. The challenge for all of us is how to express our faith and views in a manner that can lead
to conversion. When we speak out on behalf of migrants, refugees, the poor or the unborn, we are
called to do so in a respectful way that leads to dialogue and change, not adding to the anger and the
sense of outrage in our society.
Jesus today calls us to be people of forgiveness and reconciliation, to be limitless in our forgiving of
others as God is limitless in forgiving us. While others around us, and sometimes ourselves, appear
consumed with attacking others, we are called to ask for the grace to forgive. It can be one of the most
challenging things that we do as disciples, and it is only with Christ’s help that we can do it.
Following is a brief reflection by Pope Francis on this parable, delivered in a visit to Assisi in 2016.
May the words of the Holy Father inspire us to reflect on God’s mercy – and how we show that same
mercy to others.
“God’s forgiveness knows no limits; it is greater than anything we can imagine and it come to all who
know in their hearts that they have done wrong and desire to return to him. God looks at the heart that
seeks forgiveness.
“The problem, unfortunately, comes whenever we have to deal with a brother or sister who has even
slightly offended us. The reaction described in the parable describes it perfectly: ‘He seized him by the
throat and said, ‘Pay what you owe!’ Here we encounter all the drama of our human relationships.
When we are indebted to others, we expect mercy; but others are indebted to us, we demand justice!
All of us do this. It is a reaction unworthy of Christ’s disciples, nor is it the sign of a Christian style of
life. Jesus teaches us to forgive and to do so limitlessly: ‘I do not say to you seven times, but seventyseven times.” What he offers us is the Father’s love, not our own claims to justice. To trust in the latter
alone would not be the sign that we are Christ’s disciples, who have
obtained mercy at the foot of the cross solely by virtue of the love
of the Son of God.”
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The Church believes that parents are the primary educators of their children
therefore St. Vincent de Paul offers the family catechetical religious education
model (parents attend classes with their child(ren).
Classes will still be held once a month on Sundays at 11:00 AM. Families will be
expected to complete activities during the weeks classes are not held and attend
(or virtually attend) Mass weekly.
Classes will begin in September. Until at least January 2020 all religious
education instruction held through St. Vincent de Paul Parish will be held online.
This year families will be divided into three classes:
1. Students who have received First Communion (these students will receive the
sacrament of Confirmation in spring 2022).
2. Students who have completed at least one year of religious education
instruction. These students will be receiving their First Communion spring 2021.
3. Students who have not received their First Communion.
Please be aware that the Archdiocese of Chicago requires that all students
complete two years of religious education classes prior to receiving their First
Communion or Confirmation.
On the Sundays that classes are held you’ll need to have access to Zoom. The
Archdiocese is requiring that a parent/guardian be physically present with a child
on all Zoom calls involving minors.
Must register by September 13, 2020
For more information and to register please contact Rebecca at
rcarmic1@depaul.edu
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Masses currently offered in the church

Sundays at

10 00 a m

and 5

00 p m

Thursdays at 8 00 a m
During the coronavirus pandemic we recommend making seating reservations for Sunday Masses by vis
iting our website homepage The Sunday 10 00 a m liturgy is also available by livestream on Face
book Please arrive at least ten minutes prior to Mass to complete the sign in process

VOLUNTEERS FOR CHURCH
CLEANING AND GREETING

SOUP KITCHEN SERVICE

We are in need of more volunteers to greet
people, act as ushers and clean a6er each
use of the church building. Currently, we
have mass at 10am on Sunday and 8am on
Thursday, in addiAon to bapAsms and
weddings on Saturdays. The number of
masses and the celebraAon of daily Mass
depends largely on the availability of
volunteers. If you would like to help, and
are not part of the vulnerable populaAon,
please contact Fr. Jeremy at
jdixon20@depaul.edu or 773-325-4155.

Our soup kitchen needs volunteers to help
serve on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Saturdays in the morning from 7:30-10am.
In addiAon, volunteers are needed to pick
up donaAons at Costco on Sunday morning
at 9:15am. If you would like to volunteer or
want more informaAon, please contact
Nelson Mendoza at nmendoz7@depaul.edu
or register at h"p://
www.rotundaso0ware.com/volunteer/
Seton_SandwichKitchen?enroll=1
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Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) will begin in October
and concludes with the celebration of sacraments at the Easter
Vigil in April 2021. RCIA is a program for adults who are
interested in becoming Catholic or adults who have not
received their First Communion or Confirmation. Classes are a
hybrid of in person, Zoom and independent work. Classes will
be held on Sunday mornings. RCIA is collaboration between
the parishes of St. Vincent de Paul, St. Josaphat, and St. Teresa
of Avila. If you would like more information or to register for
RCIA this year please contact Rebecca at
rebeccamsimons426@gmail.com by October 11th.
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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DAILY MASS

Daily mass is being oﬀered by the ﬁve parishes in our Renew My Church
grouping. The mass at St. Vincent is on Thursday morning at 8am. No
registraAon is needed for our mass here, although you will be asked for your
contact informaAon when you arrive. Please see the websites of the other
parishes for informaAon on how to register for mass there.
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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You are invited to Online Alpha!
Join us via Zoom beginning Thursday, 9/17 7:00
PM – 8:30 PM for great conversation between
people who are exploring life and faith; no strings
attached. What do you have to lose?
Please complete the following form if you're
interested in joining us:
https://tinyurl.com/y5q49qgq
For this program we will be partnering with two parishes in our Renew My
Church grouping St. Josaphat and St. Teresa of Avila.
Email Rebecca at rcarmic1@depaul.edu with any questions.
MASS SCHEDULE
Beginning on September 13, we will again celebrate the Sunday 5pm mass! SeaAng will
be limited to 100 people as during the Sunday 10am mass. If you would like to
volunteer to help greet or saniAze a6er the mass, please let Father Jeremy know
(jdixon20@depaul.edu) SaniAzing takes about 20 minutes a6er the conclusion of mass
and greeters need to arrive 25 minutes before mass.
In addiAon, DePaul University will also resume its Sunday Night Mass at 8pm on
September 6.

We welcome into the church this weekend:
Sophia Hart, child of Elliot Slosar & Nina Godlewski
Ryan Thomas, child of Michael & Lindsay Pykosz
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Weekday
Morning
Mass

for the Lincoln ParkOld Town Parishes
As we enter Phase #2 for the reopening of our churches,
the five parishes represented in the Lincoln Park-Old Town
Grouping of Renew My Church are working together to
offer a weekday Mass at 8:00 a.m.
These Weekday Masses will resume on Monday, July 27th.
The five parish have created a rotating schedule, listed below.
If you wish to attend these Masses, please be aware of the
following guidelines:
• You will need to follow the same procedures for health and
safety as you would for attending Sunday Mass.
• Please visit www.icsjparish.org/guidelines to review the
guidelines and tips offered by the Archdiocese of Chicago.
• You must register in advance on-line at the particular
parish that you plan to attend.

Monday

St. Joseph Church
1107 N. Orleans
Chicago, IL
www.icsjparish.org

Tuesday

St. Michael’s in Old Town
1633 N. Cleveland
Chicago, IL
312-642-2498
www.st-mikes.org

Wednesday

St. Teresa of Avila Church
1037 W. Armitage Ave.
Chicago, IL.
773-528-6650
www.teresa.church

Thursday

St. Vincent DePaul Church
1010 W. Webster Ave.
Chicago IL.
773-325-8610
www.stvdep.org

Friday

St. Josaphat Church
2311 N. Southport
Chicago, IL.
(773) 327-895
www.stjosaphatparish.org

• Masks or some type of face covering are required.
Lincoln Park-Old Town Parishes Renew My Church Grouping
ST. MICHAEL
IN OLD TOWN

Immaculate Conception
and St. Joseph parish

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 13, 2020

St. Vincent de Paul Parish

10

Pray : Serve : Share
DO YOU RECEIVE PARISH EMAILS?
Did you know that we send out weekly emails with parish updates, events
and the e-bulleAn? If not, please go to our website (www.stvdep.org) and
subscribe to our newsleher. As we begin to have public mass, this will be
your opportunity to get the link for pre-registraAon for masses every
Thursday. Also, please check to make sure it’s not going to your spam folder!

St. Vincent de Paul
Emergency Assistance Fund
Are you or someone you struggling with keeping up with bills or rent at this
Ame? Thanks to some generous donors, we have created an emergency
assistance fund. This will provide a one-Ame, short-term, emergency ﬁnancial
support to parishioners, and those who are sponsored by parishioners. It is
designed to give an extra hand to those of you who may be struggling
ﬁnancially. Any of you who need this help are invited to apply here.

Ministry of Prayer
While we are separated from each other physically, we are all connected in one spirit in Christ. “Being
Church” means more than coming to a building. The Church is you and me – all of us together – living
out our mission. This conAnues even if we are physically separated. Let us pray for each other.
We have formalized a Ministry of Prayer by asking the members of the VincenAan Women and Men’s
Prayer group to pray for your intenAons each day. We now would like to invite anyone from the parish
to parAcipate. If you would like to join, please email Leslie Linke at llinke55@hotmail.com
If you have any prayer intenAons, please email Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu or send a message
to our parish Facebook page. As Catholics, we believe that our prayers make a diﬀerence in the world.
Now, more than ever, we must band together as a community of faith and keep this pracAce alive.
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 13, 2020

St. Vincent de Paul Parish

11

Reflection from Fr. Murphy

Nelson Mandela
Nelson Mandela spent 27 years as a political prisoner by a
government that institutionalized racial injustice. He suffered from
grueling manual labor—breaking rocks each day. The glare of the sun
in the quarry where he worked permanently damaged his sight. He
slept in a cell barely as long as he was tall.
How did Mandela react to his persecutors? You or I might have lashed
out with contempt or spiraled into despair. He befriended his captors,
learning their language and treating them with warmth. He even
learned about rugby—their favorite sport.
Mandela was convinced that only goodness could win in a moral
struggle. He believed that even under unjust persecution, people
should treat others with kindness and respect, that anything less was a failing of his own character. He
emerged from prison in 1990 to end apartheid while ushering in a new era of healing in South Africa. He
threw himself into the work of righting the wrongs of the past decades. He received a Nobel Peace Prize in
1993 for his work in bringing about peaceful, democratic change. In 1994 he was elected president of his
country. In 1995 he lead the cheer for the country’s rugby team in the World Cup under the banner of
“One Team, One Nation” and took home the crown.
He was a cheerful, kind leader who struck a blow against the culture of contempt, division
and racism. Our key takeaway: Whether we are politicians, CEOs, or ordinary citizens who
want to bring about change, we can afford to be nice—we can hardly afford not to be.
How do we be nice?
1. Yikes, do we have to ask? If it does not come naturally, fake it. Even if we do not feel
nice, be nice anyway. It will come. Start with a smile.
2. Show gratitude. We cannot have contempt for people for whom we are grateful. We
can make ourselves smile; we can make ourselves grateful. Make a list of the top Yive
things for which we are grateful—and add to it or update it weekly.
3. Jesus said, “Love your enemies…. Then your reward will be great.” We do not need
jerks to be successful. To be free we will disagree with others; we must be nice and
grateful to all.
I relied on Arthur C. Brooks here, Love Your Enemies How Decent People Can Save America
from the Culture of Contempt, HarperCollins, 2019, Chapter 2.

Email me at jpmurphy@depaul.edu
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The parish center and church building are closed. However, parish staff are
working remotely and can be reached via email

St. Vincent de Paul Parish
Sunday Mass at 10:00 am
streamed live on Facebook from
St. Vincent de Paul Church

living out the Vincentian
charism by serving and loving the Body of Christ without exception
Financial Stewardship
July Budget Numbers
July 2020

July 2019

Budget

Collections

$22,475.00

$36,946.00

$31,500.00

Other Income

$37,360.00

$44,130.00

$32,936.00

August Budget Numbers
August 2020

August 2019

Budget

Collections

$23,063.00

$29,129.00

$31,500.00

Other Income

$29,456.00

$18,147.00

$24,536.00

Thank you for your continued support of St. Vincent de Paul Parish! Your commitment is vital to the fiscal
health of our parish. For convenient regular giving, please consider using our auto-withdrawal program.
Visit www.stvdep.org/donate/ for more information.
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Encouraging women to build friendship and community in our parish through faith and service.

Join us to Pray the Rosary

every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.

facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Our meeting is this Wednesday, September 16, at 6:30 pm on Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89182396140?pwd=MTRTODZuaUhWQ2kzUlVOdXRvQzhGQT09
Meeting ID: 891 8239 6140
Passcode: 701640

All women in the parish are welcome. Please join us!
Visit our website for more information: stvdep.org/community-life/vincentian-women/

Join us on Facebook for an evening of contemplative piano, music and prayer.
Tuesdays at 5:00pm
https://www.facebook.com/events/929448800783757/
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Calendar of Events
Sunday Sept. 13

Mass - 10 am, in Church with registration and on Facebook:
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Mass, 5:00 pm, Church:
Register for 10am or 5pm:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094fa4ac2ca1f58-sunday1
Catholic Campus Ministry Mass, 8:00pm, Church

Monday Sept. 14

Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7pm facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

Tuesday Sept. 15

Music, Stillness, Solidarity - 5 pm - facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Community Life Commission Meeting on Zoom

Wed. Sept. 16

Rosary - 6pm facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Vincentian Women Meeting on Zoom

Thurs. Sept. 17

Morning Mass, 8:00 am, Church
Online Alpha, 7:00 – 8:30pm on Zoom

Sunday Sept. 20

Mass - 10 am, in Church with registration and on Facebook:
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Mass, 5:00 pm, Church
Catholic Campus Ministry Mass, 8:00pm, Church

The Archdiocese of Chicago's Oﬃce of Young Adult Engagement has gathered a list of
online resources for your use during this time of social distancing and beyond.
Visit https://pvm.archchicago.org/online-resources to find resources about local and
national prayer opportunities, mental and physical health, books to read, podcasts to
listen to and so much more. These resources are specifically geared toward young adults
to help them stay connected.
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News & Notes

ON RUDENESS, FORGIVENESS, AND SEVENTY-SEVENFOLD
Copyright 2020 by John B. Reynolds (john@jrwrites.com)

Years back, a boss asked a co-worker and me what annoyed us most. The co-worker said she
was most annoyed by hangers that got tangled up in her closet. Based on the boss’s look, I knew he
was expecting something heavier, but he didn’t like my response, either. “Rudeness,” I said. He
scoffed at this, in fact, suggesting that given all the wrong in the world--even then--I should be able to
come up with something better. Or worse, I guess. I argued that rudeness covers a lot of ground. I
didn’t think of it at the time, but Merton once observed that all sin is rooted in the failure of love. In
retrospect, I rest my case.
And perhaps it’s just me, but seems we’re seeing a failure of love at every turn these days.
After hearing of another shooting, or another peaceful-protest-turned-violent, or another masked/
unmasked confrontation, I asked my wife, “So…is the world going to hell in a handbasket?” I wonder
sometimes. Not long after I retired, I began praying a daily rosary. I can’t speak for others, but the
practice means much to me. I ask God for a lot of small things every day, but when I’m on the beads,
I ask Mary’s intercession on two big things: peace, and life. Less than a (pandemic) year in, I don’t
think it’s working. Yet.
But enter forgiveness, perhaps, which puts bringing more love, peace, and life into the world
directly on us. I’m talking forgiveness like Sirach is talking forgiveness in the first reading: “Forgive
your neighbor’s injustice, then when you pray, your own sins will be forgiven. Could anyone nourish
anger against another and expect healing from the Lord?” Pretty simple. And pretty profound in that it
sounds a lot like those really scary words from the “Our Father,” the words we say at Mass each
Sunday (and I say several times a day on the beads): “Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us…” Scary. Really.
Which leads us to Jesus’s lesson on forgiveness in today’s Gospel. Peter is probably proud of
himself when he opens the conversation with “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must I
forgive? As many as seven times?” (my emphasis). Jesus paints a different picture, though (“I say to
you, not seven times but seventy-seven times”). He then tells the parable of the king who forgives his
servant’s huge--as in, unpayable--debt when the servant asks for mercy, only to learn that this same
servant does not subsequently forgive a fellow servant’s trifling debt, which brings the unforgiving
servant to a bad end. Jesus’s “seventy-seven times” response is interesting in the context of something
from Genesis, with Cain’s descendant Lamech stating, “If Cain is avenged sevenfold, then Lamech
seventy-sevenfold.” While he boasts of limitless vengeance, Jesus calls for equally limitless
forgiveness. Since mercy and love walk together, perhaps we’d all find less annoyance in our world
were we quicker to forgive. Even rudeness (note to self). In all of its manifestations.
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Mass offerings are available for all weekend masses
and weekday masses.
Request a mass to be oﬀered on behalf of your loved one. You
can reserve one for the anniversary of a death or support
someone during a diﬃcult time, oﬀer one for a birthday or
wedding celebration, or however else you wish.
We are still taking requests, but please contact Fr. Jeremy
directly by email (jdixon20@depaul.edu) instead of calling
the Parish Center.

Giving
DONATE with Zelle

DONATE online

• Select “Transfer $ using Zelle”
• Enter donate@stvdep.org
• Enter an amount to donate
• Send!
• Register as a parishioner so we
have your contact information
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Weekly Intentions
Please Pray for Our Sick
Let us remember all those here at St. Vincent’s who are ill and in need of God’s healing and
comfort. Let us keep them in our prayers and thoughts, especially: Elaine Anderson, Alyssa
Beverly, Margaret Charles, Sommer Churchill, John Garrity, Mary Grecoina, Leticia Gross,
Mary Hayes, Laura Linke, David Neesan, Ruth Ohrem, Terri Proietto, Natalia De Los Rios,
James Schwake, Joyce Walsh
Please contact Ginny in the parish center to inform us of those who are ill and
in need of God’s healing and comfort. They will be listed in our bulletin for 4
weeks. Renewal of prayers for the sick is available by contacting Ginny at
that time. If you would like Fr. Jeremy to visit the person (if they live in the
area), please let Ginny know when you add them to the list.
If you would like a mass intention for any open date, as well as other dates in the future, please
contact Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu to schedule. He continues to celebrate mass for
your intentions in private.

Mass Oﬀerings

Sunday, September 13th

David Woodmansee (10am) / Margie McGivern (5pm)

Tuesday, September 15th

David & Stephanie Molk (living)

Wednesday, September 16th

James Bergles

Thursday, September 17th

Tracy Dolce (living)

Friday, September 18th

Marianne Guerrini Boe

Sunday, September 20th

Antionette Linke (10am) / Leonor Alba (5pm)

Welcome New Parishioners:
Steven Virost & Ann Marie Kirchner, Zach Sapita, Michael Smail & Caitlin Sperry, Patrick Fraier &
Jenna DiDiana, Faith Menezes, Andrea Chavarin, Michael Lindblad, Mary McKevitt, Anthony Aiello &
Cristina Cacciatore, Kate Ropp, Maggie Carlson, Keith & Lia Randazzo Borchers
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Contact Us
Parish Staff
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M.
Pastor ...................................................................................................................... jdixon20@depaul.edu
Robert Beatty
Director of Music and Community Development …………………………………….. rbeatty1@depaul.edu
Rebecca Simons
Evangelization & Faith Formation Coordinator ………………………………………. rcarmic1@depaul.edu
Christopher Allen
Communications Director ………………………………………………………………………. callen53@depaul.edu
Mary Carter
Administrative Assistant & Records ……………………….……………………………… mcarte40@depaul.edu
Ginny Costigan
Administrative Assistant ………………………………….…………………………………….. gcostiga@depaul.edu
Suzanne Hannau
Assistant Director of Music & Young Adult Ministry …………………………………. sgillen1@depaul.edu
Jen Olson
Director of Operations ……………………………………………………………………….. jolson@archchicago.org
Jose and Salvador Perez
Maintenance
Bulletin Information
Articles must be submitted on or before Noon on Saturday for the next weekend’s bulletin (earlier, for
the week preceding holidays). Microsoft Word attachments are requested. Please make sure to indicate
which Sunday date(s) you’re requesting.
Please DO NOT send content by email, but instead use the Bulletin Submission Form:
stvdep.org/weekly-bulletin/. Contact Christopher Allen (callen53@depaul.edu) with any questions.
Website Information
Submit news items, photos, PDF announcements, and similar promotional materials at any time to
Christopher Allen. Please include your complete contact information in case we need to reach you.
The Word Among Us (wau.org) is a Catholic
devotional magazine with the daily mass readings and
reflections.
The US Conference of Catholic Bishops
(tinyurl.com/pn4a7wl) has a daily video reflection on
the mass readings, as well as the readings

DePaul University (http://tinyurl.com/mxkaue6) has a
variety of resources regarding St. Vincent de Paul and
the Vincentian Family, including articles, podcasts and
interviews, in “All Things Vincentian.”

Busted Halo (bustedhalo.com) is an “online magazine
for spiritual seekers” sponsored by the Paulist Fathers.
It includes reflections on faith and popular culture.

Saint of the Day (http://tinyurl.com/l57vch) provides a
short biography of the saint for the current day.
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