St. Vincent de Paul Parish
The St. Vincent de Paul community lives out the Vincentian charism by
serving and loving the Body of Christ without exception.

October 18th, 2020
Twenty-ninth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
“Give the Lord glory and honor”
— Psalm 96
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M., Pastor
Parish Center:
1010 West Webster Avenue
Chicago, IL 60614
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Mass Schedule
Sunday:
10:00 am
5:00 pm
8:00 pm *
* September through May
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Sunday Scripture Reflection
It is difficult these days to turn on the television or look at
the news without being reminded that there is an election
coming in just over two weeks. Advertisements, debates,
speeches and fundraising efforts constantly barrage us if we
listen. The polarization within our country and within our
Church makes it even more difficult to engage in wellmeaning debate and reflection. Disagreements become
bitter and personal attacks are so prevalent, especially on
social media. Some priests and bishops claim (inaccurately) that it is a sin to vote for a
particular candidate or that only one issue matters. And it is often the case that many of us tune
out the politics and rhetoric.
But elections matter and we are called by our faith to participate in the political process. The
Church has consistently taught that voting and participation in the political system is a duty and
responsibility of all the baptized (see Faithful Citizenship by the US bishops, especially
paragraphs 17-35). We are called to have faith that God works through us -- and our
government and politicians -- to effect change and make the world a better place to live, just as
Isaiah said that God used Cyrus, the unbelieving king of Persia, to restore the people of Israel in
our first reading.
In our Gospel today, Jesus responds to the trap of the religious leaders by saying, “Repay to
Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.” (Matthew 22:21) This has
been interpreted by some to mean there has to be a complete separation of politics and religion;
however, this is inadequate. As believers, we participate in the political process, using our faith
as a guide. It is not that we impose our beliefs on others who do not believe the same, but we
use our beliefs to inform us and others what our hopes and dreams are for our state, country and
world, hopes and dreams that are rooted in faith. We use our faith and our values to help us
choose our leaders.
As you reflect on your vote, I leave you with an extended quotation from the Second Vatican
Council document on the Church in the world (Gaudium et Spes), which reflects briefly on the
values we are seeking to make present in our world:
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Sunday Scripture Reflection…continued
In our times a special obligation binds us to make ourselves the neighbor of every person
without exception and of actively helping him when he comes across our path, whether he be an
old person abandoned by all, a foreign laborer unjustly looked down upon, a refugee, a child
born of an unlawful union and wrongly suffering for a sin he did not commit, or a hungry
person who disturbs our conscience by recalling the voice of the Lord, "As long as you did it for
one of these the least of my brethren, you did it for me" (Matt. 25:40).
Furthermore, whatever is opposed to life itself, such as any type of murder, genocide, abortion,
euthanasia or willful self-destruction, whatever violates the integrity of the human person, such
as mutilation, torments inflicted on body or mind, attempts to coerce the will itself; whatever
insults human dignity, such as subhuman living conditions, arbitrary imprisonment,
deportation, slavery, prostitution, the selling of women and children; as well as disgraceful
working conditions, where people are treated as mere tools for profit, rather than as free and
responsible persons; all these things and others of their like are infamies indeed. (paragraph
27)

Faithful Citizenship: https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/formingconsciences-for-faithful-citizenship-title
Gaudium et Spes: http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/
vat-ii_const_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html
Gaudete et Exsultate (apostolic exhortation from Pope Francis, see especially
paragraphs101-103): http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/
documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-etexsultate.html#Ideologies_striking_at_the_heart_of_the_Gospel
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Pray : Serve : Share

For years the Catholic Church has spoken of the Two Feet of Social Justice. About 10 years ago
the USCCB identified Two Feet of Love in Action. This revisioning was fueled by Pope Benedict
XVI's two writings Deus Caritas Est (God is Love) and Caritas in Veritate (Charity in Truth). Watch
this video and in less than three minutes you can learn about these two feet and how they can move
you on your journey to justice.
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMnHljcNMWc&feature=youtu.be
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“The conscience is called by this social teaching
to recognize and fulfill the obligations of
justice and charity in society.”
–Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the

Church, no. 83

“Social justice. . . concerns
the social, political, and
economic aspects and,
above all, the structural
dimension of problems and
their respective solutions.”
–Compendium, no. 201

“To [those who lack what they
need to live a dignified life] are
proclaimed glad tidings that God
loves them…and comes to visit them
through the charitable works that the
disciples of Christ do in his name… As
we can read in Matthew 25, we shall
all be judged on this.”
-Pope Francis, Address to Pastoral Convention,
6/17/13

Copyright © 2013, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. All rights reserved. This text may be reproduced in whole or in part without alteration for
nonprofit educational use, provided such reprints are not sold and include this notice.

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 18, 2020

St. Vincent de Paul Parish

6

Pray : Serve : Share

VOLUNTEERS FOR CHURCH
CLEANING AND GREETING

SOUP KITCHEN SERVICE

We are in need of more volunteers to greet
people, act as ushers and clean a6er each use of
the church building. Currently, we have mass at
10am and 5pm on Sunday and 8am on Thursday,
in addiBon to bapBsms and weddings on
Saturdays. The number of masses and the
celebraBon of daily Mass depends largely on the
availability of volunteers. If you would like to help,
and are not part of the vulnerable populaBon,
please contact Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu
or 773-325-4155.

Our soup kitchen needs volunteers to help serve
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays in the
morning from 7:30-10am. In addiBon, volunteers
are needed to pick up donaBons at Costco on
Sunday morning at 9:15am. If you would like to
volunteer or want more informaBon, please
contact Nelson Mendoza at
nmendoz7@depaul.edu or register at h"p://
www.rotundaso0ware.com/volunteer/
Seton_SandwichKitchen?enroll=1
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Reflection from Fr. Murphy

Five Tips To Survive a Pandemic Winter
Winter is scary because of the threat of Covid, 5lu and cabin fever. How can we prepare for a healthy and
happy few months in the snow? I offer a few tips here for your consideration.
1. Get a 6lu shot. We are all at risk from both the Covid-19 and
the 5lu. They are both lethal—Covid much more so than 5lu—
and dif5icult to avoid. My doctor says the 5lu vaccination
needs about a month to peak in power. If you have not gotten
your shot, you are already late. Winter is always too long, be
healthy.
2. Move your body. After mass today I will drive two and a half
hours to celebrate my mother’s 96th birthday. When people
ask me how she is doing I tell them the pre-Covid answer
5irst. “She lives alone in her condo, drives to fetch groceries, go to church or visit friends and
neighbors. In addition she drives herself to the gym to workout twice a week. Want to live to 96? Move
every day—like we used to say about voting in Chicago—do it early and often.
3. Find a coach, mentor or therapist. Be a coach or mentor. Take advantage of the winter working with a
coach or guide. A friend asked me to work with her as a mentor or coach a few months ago. Once a
week we have coffee and spend an hour talking about what she wants to talk about. Mostly it is work
related but not always. I give her things to read; she relishes learning and becoming better at her job—
and how she feels when she works better with others. My only surprise is how much I am enjoying the
conversation and how much I learn from her.
4. Reconnect with friends. Call, email, write, make their day. Jesus taught us to reach out to others,
especial the needy poor. A few months ago I made one of those embarrassing “butt dials” on my cell
phone. I thought I recognized the voice…. After a short exchange and my apology for interrupting we
realized we knew each other, had dinner a few years ago and went to high school together. It was a
delight for both of us to reconnect. Now I call someone everyday just to check in. Connect with
someone each day, it will make both of your days.
5. Make your home or personal space easier to use. My winter goal is to remove clutter from my
apartment—nobody will do it for me.... I will feel better, think better and open me up for better ideas.
Make a space for you and your God—to meditate, pray or just be quiet. Be like Jesus—he took 40-day
vacations in the desert.
Do good, be healthy, be grateful for all God’s blessings.

Email me at jpmurphy@depaul.edu
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How do I find God in Politics?
Catholic Civic Discussion Groups

- Free online discussions on the Jesuits’ Civic Engagement guide
- Three sessions starting the first week of November
- Eight different times available
- People of all political backgrounds welcomed
-Come with an open mind and heart
Deadline to Register: October 30th
Questions: Email Mark Neuhengen at
mneuhengen@teresa.church
Register Below:
teresa.church/civic-engagementgroups
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sponsered by
St. Teresa of Avila Catholic Parish
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Divine Mercy Catholic Parish
St. Mary Church, Riverside
DePaul University Catholic Campus
Ministry
Catholic Community of Northbrook
Holy Name Cathedral
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Communal Prayer
Tuesdays at 8PM

We welcome into the church this weekend:
Ava Simone, child of Rachelle and Ryan Bresnahan
Jordan Emilia, child of Anjelica and David Chavez, Jr.
Kash Luciano Herezi, child of Rocio Pina and Cheyenne Herezi
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Weekday
Morning
Mass

for the Lincoln ParkOld Town Parishes
As we enter Phase #2 for the reopening of our churches,
the five parishes represented in the Lincoln Park-Old Town
Grouping of Renew My Church are working together to
offer a weekday Mass at 8:00 a.m.
These Weekday Masses will resume on Monday, July 27th.
The five parish have created a rotating schedule, listed below.
If you wish to attend these Masses, please be aware of the
following guidelines:
• You will need to follow the same procedures for health and
safety as you would for attending Sunday Mass.
• Please visit www.icsjparish.org/guidelines to review the
guidelines and tips offered by the Archdiocese of Chicago.
• You must register in advance on-line at the particular
parish that you plan to attend.

Monday

St. Joseph Church
1107 N. Orleans
Chicago, IL
www.icsjparish.org

Tuesday

St. Michael’s in Old Town
1633 N. Cleveland
Chicago, IL
312-642-2498
www.st-mikes.org

Wednesday

St. Teresa of Avila Church
1037 W. Armitage Ave.
Chicago, IL.
773-528-6650
www.teresa.church

Thursday

St. Vincent DePaul Church
1010 W. Webster Ave.
Chicago IL.
773-325-8610
www.stvdep.org

Friday

St. Josaphat Church
2311 N. Southport
Chicago, IL.
(773) 327-895
www.stjosaphatparish.org

• Masks or some type of face covering are required.
Lincoln Park-Old Town Parishes Renew My Church Grouping
ST. MICHAEL
IN OLD TOWN

Immaculate Conception
and St. Joseph parish
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DO YOU RECEIVE PARISH EMAILS?
Did you know that we send out weekly emails with parish updates, events
and the e-bulleBn? If not, please go to our website (www.stvdep.org) and
subscribe to our newsleder. As we begin to have public mass, this will be
your opportunity to get the link for pre-registraBon for masses every
Thursday. Also, please check to make sure it’s not going to your spam folder!

St. Vincent de Paul
Emergency Assistance Fund
Are you or someone you know struggling with keeping up with bills or rent at
this Bme? Thanks to some generous donors, we have created an emergency
assistance fund. This will provide a one-Bme, short-term, emergency ﬁnancial
support to parishioners, and those who are sponsored by parishioners. It is
designed to give an extra hand to those of you who may be struggling
ﬁnancially. Any of you who need this help are invited to apply here.

Ministry of Prayer
While we are separated from each other physically, we are all connected in one spirit in Christ. “Being
Church” means more than coming to a building. The Church is you and me – all of us together – living
out our mission. This conBnues even if we are physically separated. Let us pray for each other.
We have formalized a Ministry of Prayer by asking the members of the VincenBan Women and Men’s
Prayer group to pray for your intenBons each day. We now would like to invite anyone from the parish
to parBcipate. If you would like to join, please email Leslie Linke at llinke55@hotmail.com
If you have any prayer intenBons, please email Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu or send a message
to our parish Facebook page. As Catholics, we believe that our prayers make a diﬀerence in the world.
Now, more than ever, we must band together as a community of faith and keep this pracBce alive.
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St. Vincent de Paul Parish
Masses in the church:
Sunday Mass at 10:00am, 5:00pm,
and 8:00pm (DePaul University)
(10:00am also streamed live on

Facebook)
Thursdays at 8am
Parish Center Hours:
9am - 5pm (Monday - Friday)

living out the Vincentian
charism by serving and loving the Body of Christ without exception

Financial Stewardship
July Budget Numbers
July 2020

July 2019

Budget

Collections

$22,475.00

$36,946.00

$31,500.00

Other Income

$37,360.00

$44,130.00

$32,936.00

August Budget Numbers
August 2020

August 2019

Budget

Collections

$23,063.00

$29,129.00

$31,500.00

Other Income

$29,456.00

$18,147.00

$24,536.00

Thank you for your continued support of St. Vincent de Paul Parish! Your commitment is vital to the fiscal
health of our parish. For convenient regular giving, please consider using our auto-withdrawal program.
Visit www.stvdep.org/donate/ for more information.
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Encouraging women to build friendship and community in our parish through faith and service.

Join us to Pray the Rosary
every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

Visit our website for more information: stvdep.org/community-life/vincentian-women/

Join us on Facebook for an evening of contemplative piano, music and prayer.
Tuesdays at 5:00pm
https://www.facebook.com/events/929448800783757/
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Calendar of Events
Sunday Oct. 18

Mass - 10 am, in Church (reservation required) and on Facebook:
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
RCIA, 11:00 am – 12:30 on Zoom
Mass, 5:00 pm, Church (reservation required)
Catholic Campus Ministry Mass, 8:00pm, Church and livestream on Facebook
Young Adult Picnic, 6:00 pm in courtyard
Register for 10am or 5pm:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094fa4ac2ca1f58-october2

Monday Oct. 19

Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7pm facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Baptism Prep on Zoom, registration required.

Tuesday Oct. 20

Music, Stillness, Solidarity - 5 pm - facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Catholic Campus Ministry Communal Prayer: Eucharistic Adoration, 8:00 pm, Church

Wed. Oct. 21

Rosary - 6pm facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

Thurs. Oct. 22

Morning Mass, 8:00 am, Church
Online Alpha, 7:00 – 8:30pm on Zoom

Saturday Oct. 24

Virtual Retreat: Catholic Social Teaching and Young Adults, 1:00 – 5:00 pm on Zoom

Sunday Oct. 25

Mass - 10 am, in Church (reservation required) and on Facebook:
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
RCIA, 11:00 am – 12:30 on Zoom
Mass, 5:00 pm, Church (reservation required)
Catholic Campus Ministry Mass, 8:00pm, Church and livestream on Facebook

The Archdiocese of Chicago's Oﬃce of Young Adult Engagement has gathered a list of online
resources for your use during this time of social distancing and beyond.
Visit https://pvm.archchicago.org/online-resources to find resources about local and national
prayer opportunities, mental and physical health, books to read, podcasts to listen to and so
much more. These resources are specifically geared toward young adults to help them stay
connected.
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News & Notes

ON FOOLING ME ONCE
(OR PAINTING MYSELF INTO A CORNER)
Copyright 2020 by John B. Reynolds (john@jrwrites.com)

“Fool me once, shame on you. Fool me twice, shame on me.” I don’t know who said it first,
but Stephen King said it referencing his lanced eardrum when he was a boy in “On Writing – A
Memoir of the Craft,” the best book about writing that I’ve ever come upon. But I digress. “Fool me
once, shame on you. Fool me twice, shame on me…” has nothing to do with Jesus’s direction to the
Pharisees’ minions and Herodians in today’s Gospel, but it comes to mind today anyway, given the
last three Sunday Gospel readings…
Three weeks ago, Jesus asked the chief priests and elders, "What is your opinion?” before
telling them the story of two sons, the first who said no to his father’s request to go work in the
vineyard, but did, and the second who said yes, but didn’t. Jesus then asks which of the two did his
father's will. "The first," is all they can say, and Jesus tells them that tax collectors and prostitutes are
entering the kingdom of God before they are. So not really “Fool me once,” but you certainly paintmyself-into-a-corner once.
Two weeks ago, the Gospel text began with Jesus telling the chief priests and the elders
about a landowner who planted a vineyard, then leased it to tenants. You know how it goes. The
tenants refuse to give up the grapes, even killing the landowner’s own son. Jesus asks the religious
brass what the landowner will do to the tenants. When they answer, "He will put those wretched
men to a wretched death and lease his vineyard to other tenants,” Jesus tells them that the kingdom
of God will be taken from them and given to others who will produce its fruit. Paint-myself-into-acorner twice…
Last week, the Gospel text began with Jesus addressing the same chief priests and elders,
but he now likens the Kingdom to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son. When the king
sends his servants to gather the invited guests to the feast, the invitees are too busy to attend, and
some even abuse the servants. In the end, the king tells his servants to invite everyone they can find,
since the invited guests proved themselves unworthy. Jesus then concludes his parable with the
words, “Many are invited, but few are chosen." Paint-myself-into-a-corner thrice (virtually).
The religious elite know that Jesus is talking about them, which is why today’s Gospel
begins with them plotting how they might trap Jesus in his own words, as they themselves had been
trapped over and over. They decide to send their underlings and some Herodians to Jesus to question
him about the lawfulness of paying the census tax to Caesar. What a crew! The Herodians are
Caesar’s henchmen and in favor of the tax. The Pharisee wannabes oppose it. Jesus can’t win. Until
he does, with “Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.” And
per the last verse in the chapter (which is not included in the reading): “When they heard this they
were amazed, and leaving him they went away.” Or, Paint myself into a corner every time, who’s fooling
who?
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News & Notes

Mass offerings are available for all weekend masses
and weekday masses.
Request a mass to be oﬀered on behalf of your loved one. You
can reserve one for the anniversary of a death or support
someone during a diﬃcult time, oﬀer one for a birthday or
wedding celebration, or however else you wish.
We are still taking requests, but please contact Fr. Jeremy
directly by email (jdixon20@depaul.edu) instead of calling
the Parish Center.

Giving
DONATE with Zelle

DONATE online

• Select “Transfer $ using Zelle”
• Enter donate@stvdep.org
• Enter an amount to donate
• Send!
• Register as a parishioner so we
have your contact information
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Weekly Intentions
Please Pray for Our Sick
Let us remember all those here at St. Vincent’s who are ill and in need of God’s healing and
comfort. Let us keep them in our prayers and thoughts, especially: Elaine Anderson, Alyssa
Beverly, Phil Bogert, Margaret Charles, Sommer Churchill, John Garrity, Mary Grecoina,
Leticia Gross, Mary Hayes, Laura Linke, David Neesan, Ruth Ohrem, Terri Proietto, Natalia
De Los Rios, James Schwake, Joyce Walsh
Please contact Ginny in the parish center to inform us of those who are ill and
in need of God’s healing and comfort. They will be listed in our bulletin for 4
weeks. Renewal of prayers for the sick is available by contacting Ginny at
that time. If you would like Fr. Jeremy to visit the person (if they live in the
area), please let Ginny know when you add them to the list.
If you would like a mass intention for any open date, as well as other dates in the future, please
contact Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu to schedule. He continues to celebrate mass for
your intentions in private.

Mass Oﬀerings
Sunday, October 18th

Frank DiBenedetto (10am) / Mark Joyce (5pm)

Thursday, October 20th

Leonor Alba

Thursday, October 22nd

Tracy Dolce (living)

Sunday, October 25th

Roman & Josephine Wagner (10am) /
Emma Melendez (RIP) (5pm)

Welcome New Parishioners:
Eryk Fundakowski, Kaitlyn Kobida
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Contact Us
Parish Staff
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M.
Pastor ...................................................................................................................... jdixon20@depaul.edu
Robert Beatty
Director of Music and Community Development …………………………………….. rbeatty1@depaul.edu
Rebecca Simons
Evangelization & Faith Formation Coordinator ………………………………………. rcarmic1@depaul.edu
Christopher Allen
Communications Director ………………………………………………………………………. callen53@depaul.edu
Mary Carter
Administrative Assistant & Records ……………………….……………………………… mcarte40@depaul.edu
Ginny Costigan
Administrative Assistant ………………………………….…………………………………….. gcostiga@depaul.edu
Suzanne Hannau
Assistant Director of Music & Young Adult Ministry …………………………………. sgillen1@depaul.edu
Jen Olson
Director of Operations ……………………………………………………………………….. jolson@archchicago.org
Jose and Salvador Perez
Maintenance
Bulletin Information
Articles must be submitted on or before Noon on Saturday for the next weekend’s bulletin (earlier, for
the week preceding holidays). Microsoft Word attachments are requested. Please make sure to indicate
which Sunday date(s) you’re requesting.
Please DO NOT send content by email, but instead use the Bulletin Submission Form:
stvdep.org/weekly-bulletin/. Contact Christopher Allen (callen53@depaul.edu) with any questions.
Website Information
Submit news items, photos, PDF announcements, and similar promotional materials at any time to
Christopher Allen. Please include your complete contact information in case we need to reach you.
The Word Among Us (wau.org) is a Catholic
devotional magazine with the daily mass readings and
reflections.
The US Conference of Catholic Bishops
(tinyurl.com/pn4a7wl) has a daily video reflection on
the mass readings, as well as the readings

DePaul University (http://tinyurl.com/mxkaue6) has a
variety of resources regarding St. Vincent de Paul and
the Vincentian Family, including articles, podcasts and
interviews, in “All Things Vincentian.”

Busted Halo (bustedhalo.com) is an “online magazine
for spiritual seekers” sponsored by the Paulist Fathers.
It includes reflections on faith and popular culture.

Saint of the Day (http://tinyurl.com/l57vch) provides a
short biography of the saint for the current day.
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