St. Vincent de Paul Parish
The St. Vincent de Paul community lives out the Vincentian charism by
serving and loving the Body of Christ without exception.

October 25th, 2020
Thirtieth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
“I love you, Lord, my strength”
— Psalm 18
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M., Pastor
Parish Center:
1010 West Webster Avenue
Chicago, IL 60614
Phone: 773-325-8610
Fax: 773-325-8626
Email: info@stvdep.org
Website: www.stvdep.org
Facebook: facebook.com/
stvincentdepaulparishchicago

Mass Schedule
Sunday:
10:00 am
5:00 pm
8:00 pm *
* September through May

Thursday:
8:00 am
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Sunday Scripture Reflection
In the Gospel today, Jesus clearly identifies that the love of God
and love of neighbor are two sides of the same coin. He says
that love of God and love of neighbor have equal weight in our
lives. We can’t have one without the other, which is clearly
attested to in the Scriptures and in our tradition. But what
happens when we don’t live out both of them?
If we love our neighbor, but do not work on our relationship
with God, all our good works, all our charitable efforts eventually
are simply a form of secular humanism: “I try to be nice to others and do good things, but I don’t need
to pray or go to church.” Without God, there is nothing that we can fall back on when things don’t work
out. We need strength from faith and the love of God to persevere and to provide a continued spark in
our good works. As Christians, we love our neighbor because we love God. God is the reason why we
love and serve others. As Mother Teresa said, “God does not demand that I be successful. God demands
that I be faithful.”
In the same way, if we claim we love God, but do not love or serve our neighbor, we are not whole.
Our faith becomes completely personal and egotistical: “I pray and go to Mass, but I’m tired of hearing
about all this social justice stuff in church.” If we truly love God and love Jesus, we will want to spread
that love to others. We see the face of God in the face of our sister or brother. St. Vincent was asked
about what to do when a poor person knocked for assistance while the community was at prayer. He
said to go to the poor person, “to leave God for God.” Devotion in prayer and worship without acts of
mercy is empty ritualism.
This commandment of Jesus we hear today comes to us from the end of his earthly ministry. In many
ways, Jesus is summing up his entire message and mission: we must love God and love our neighbors
without bounds. This is a great insight into Jesus’ mission and the mission of the Church. Everything
we do as church is based upon love. But this isn’t simply a touchy-feely type of love; the love Jesus
speaks of demands action, it demands faithfulness to God and to our neighbors. As Christians, we
combine prayer with justice. We can’t choose one over the other; both are necessary to live as authentic
disciples of the Lord.

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 25, 2020

St. Vincent de Paul Parish

3

Pray : Serve : Share

With the introduc-on and deﬁni-on of Catholic Social Teaching behind us let’s turn to ac-on.
The ﬁrst thing we must do is pray for change. We must go to God with our prays for jus-ce
and peace. Below are three prayers for jus-ce. This week begin to incorporate them into your
weekly prayer prac-ces.

PRAYERS FOR JUSTICE

Grant us, Lord God, a vision of your world as your love would have it: a world where
the weak are protected, and none go hungry or poor; a world where the riches of
creation are shared, and everyone can enjoy them; a world where peace is built
with justice, and justice is guided by love. Give us the inspiration and courage to
build it, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
- Author Unknown
Lord, open my eyes that I may see the needs of others. Open my ears that I may
hear their cries, Open my heart so that they need not be without succor; Let me not
be afraid to defend the weak because of the anger of the strong, nor afraid to defend
the poor because of the anger of the rich. Show me where love and hope and faith
are needed, and use me to bring them to those places. And so open my eyes and
ears that I may this coming day be able to do some work of peace for you.
- Alan Paton
Give us, O God, the vision, which can see Your love in the world in spite of human
failure. Give us the faith to trust Your goodness in spite of our ignorance and
weakness.
Give us the knowledge that we may continue to pray with understanding hearts.
And show us what each one of us can do to set forward the coming of the day of
universal peace.
- Frank Borman
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Vincentian Stewardship
Type to enter text

Planned Giving

Your ability to arrange a planned
gift may be more significant than
you first think. Many people of
modest means make important
gifts to charities of all kinds

Year-End Giving:
Corporate Match
How can you make your year-end giD at
Christmas-me to St. Vincent double in value?
Check with your company to see if they oﬀer a
charitable matching giD program.

every day. Most people think of

Employee Matching

leaving a certain amount of

GiDs are dona-ons

money to their favorite charity

an employer makes

by including the gift in their

to match its

Will. However, giving cash or

employees'

other assets is just one way to

charitable contribu-ons. Employee matching giDs

make a bequest.

of ten are dollar-for-dollar, but some companies
will give double or even triple the original
dona-on. Guidelines and amounts vary with each
company. Typically, individuals must submit forms
to their employers. Check with your Human
Resources Department for more informa-on on
matching giD dona-ons at your company.
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VOLUNTEERS FOR CHURCH
CLEANING AND GREETING

SOUP KITCHEN SERVICE

We are in need of more volunteers to greet
people, act as ushers and clean aDer each use of
the church building. Currently, we have mass at
10am and 5pm on Sunday and 8am on Thursday,
in addi-on to bap-sms and weddings on
Saturdays. The number of masses and the
celebra-on of daily Mass depends largely on the
availability of volunteers. If you would like to help,
and are not part of the vulnerable popula-on,
please contact Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu
or 773-325-4155.

Our soup kitchen needs volunteers to help serve
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays in the
morning from 7:30-10am. In addi-on, volunteers
are needed to pick up dona-ons at Costco on
Sunday morning at 9:15am. If you would like to
volunteer or want more informa-on, please
contact Nelson Mendoza at
nmendoz7@depaul.edu or register at h"p://
www.rotundaso0ware.com/volunteer/
Seton_SandwichKitchen?enroll=1
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Reflection from Fr. Murphy

Count Your Blessings
I send these Bulletin stories to family and friends. Margaret, a friend, sent me this note recently: “I am
now printing and posting your Bulletin story on my wall at work next to the
window. When I take those breaks you recommend I can read again your
words of the week. It serves as fresh air and renewal, great inspiration and
focus.” This got me thinking.
I thought about Howard Thurston—the greatest magician of his age. When
Andrew Carnegie was looking for the most successful people in America he
went to Broadway to see Thurston perform. He asked him the secret of his
success. Howard said it was not his magic—his magic was ordinary at the
time—but it was gratitude.
Most magicians thought of their audiences as suckers to fool. Thurston went
on stage telling himself how grateful he was that the people had come to see
him—they make it possible for him to make his living in a very agreeable
way. He wanted to give them the very best he could. He would go on stage
saying to himself, “I love my audience, I love my audience” over and over. He was transformed by his own
mantra. I like the way he thinks.
Thurston knew the key to being nicer and happier is gratitude. Since then, in a 2003 study undergraduate
students wrote lists of “Vive things in life that you are grateful or thankful for.” The researchers found that
people who kept a list of things they were grateful for were signiVicantly more satisVied with their lives
than those who dwelled on negative or neutral events. Next, they found that students who became more
optimistic about their expectations, had fewer physical complaints and spent more time exercising—
improving important aspects of their lives by being grateful.
When the researchers raised the stakes they found the participants not only were happier but they were
likely to report having helped someone with a personal problem or offered emotional support to another.
They even slept better. ReVlecting on their blessings turned them into better people who enjoyed life
more.
In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus warns, “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners
love those who love them…But love your enemies…. Then your reward will be great.” Make a list of things
you are thankful for; count your blessings; love your audience; love your enemies.
To be happier and to be a better, healthier person, count your blessings.

Email me at jpmurphy@depaul.edu
Based on Arthur C. Brooks, Love Your Enemies How Decent People Can Save America from the Culture of
Contempt, 2019.
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How do I find God in Politics?
Catholic Civic Discussion Groups

- Free online discussions on the Jesuits’ Civic Engagement guide
- Three sessions starting the first week of November
- Eight different times available
- People of all political backgrounds welcomed
-Come with an open mind and heart
Deadline to Register: October 30th
Questions: Email Mark Neuhengen at
mneuhengen@teresa.church
Register Below:
teresa.church/civic-engagementgroups
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sponsered by
St. Teresa of Avila Catholic Parish
St. Vincent DePaul Catholic Parish
Divine Mercy Catholic Parish
St. Mary Church, Riverside
DePaul University Catholic Campus
Ministry
Catholic Community of Northbrook
Holy Name Cathedral
And More!
October 25, 2020
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Communal Prayer
Tuesdays at 8PM

We welcome into the church this weekend:
Cecilia, child of Gabrielle and Veronica Villanueva
Eleyna, child of Christian and Marlene Castro
Cairo, child of David and Erma Correa
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Can we reach you?

Please help us keep your parishioner record up to date. If you have recently
moved, changed your phone number or email address, let us know. While we
may be physically apart during this -me, it's especially important to stay
connected through other means.
Contact Ginny Cos>gan in the Parish Center at GCOSTIGA@depaul.edu.
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Weekday
Morning
Mass

for the Lincoln ParkOld Town Parishes
As we enter Phase #2 for the reopening of our churches,
the five parishes represented in the Lincoln Park-Old Town
Grouping of Renew My Church are working together to
offer a weekday Mass at 8:00 a.m.
These Weekday Masses will resume on Monday, July 27th.
The five parish have created a rotating schedule, listed below.
If you wish to attend these Masses, please be aware of the
following guidelines:
• You will need to follow the same procedures for health and
safety as you would for attending Sunday Mass.
• Please visit www.icsjparish.org/guidelines to review the
guidelines and tips offered by the Archdiocese of Chicago.
• You must register in advance on-line at the particular
parish that you plan to attend.

Monday

St. Joseph Church
1107 N. Orleans
Chicago, IL
www.icsjparish.org

Tuesday

St. Michael’s in Old Town
1633 N. Cleveland
Chicago, IL
312-642-2498
www.st-mikes.org

Wednesday

St. Teresa of Avila Church
1037 W. Armitage Ave.
Chicago, IL.
773-528-6650
www.teresa.church

Thursday

St. Vincent DePaul Church
1010 W. Webster Ave.
Chicago IL.
773-325-8610
www.stvdep.org

Friday

St. Josaphat Church
2311 N. Southport
Chicago, IL.
(773) 327-895
www.stjosaphatparish.org

• Masks or some type of face covering are required.
Lincoln Park-Old Town Parishes Renew My Church Grouping
ST. MICHAEL
IN OLD TOWN

Immaculate Conception
and St. Joseph parish
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DO YOU RECEIVE PARISH EMAILS?
Did you know that we send out weekly emails with parish updates, events
and the e-bulle-n? If not, please go to our website (www.stvdep.org) and
subscribe to our newsleier. As we begin to have public mass, this will be
your opportunity to get the link for pre-registra-on for masses every
Thursday. Also, please check to make sure it’s not going to your spam folder!

St. Vincent de Paul
Emergency Assistance Fund
Are you or someone you know struggling with keeping up with bills or rent at
this -me? Thanks to some generous donors, we have created an emergency
assistance fund. This will provide a one--me, short-term, emergency ﬁnancial
support to parishioners, and those who are sponsored by parishioners. It is
designed to give an extra hand to those of you who may be struggling
ﬁnancially. Any of you who need this help are invited to apply here.

Ministry of Prayer
While we are separated from each other physically, we are all connected in one spirit in Christ. “Being
Church” means more than coming to a building. The Church is you and me – all of us together – living
out our mission. This con-nues even if we are physically separated. Let us pray for each other.
We have formalized a Ministry of Prayer by asking the members of the Vincen-an Women and Men’s
Prayer group to pray for your inten-ons each day. We now would like to invite anyone from the parish
to par-cipate. If you would like to join, please email Leslie Linke at llinke55@hotmail.com
If you have any prayer inten-ons, please email Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu or send a message
to our parish Facebook page. As Catholics, we believe that our prayers make a diﬀerence in the world.
Now, more than ever, we must band together as a community of faith and keep this prac-ce alive.
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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St. Vincent de Paul Parish
Masses in the church:
Sunday Mass at 10:00am, 5:00pm,
and 8:00pm (DePaul University)
(10:00am also streamed live on

Facebook)
Thursdays at 8am
Parish Center Hours:
9am - 5pm (Monday - Friday)

living out the Vincentian
charism by serving and loving the Body of Christ without exception

Financial Stewardship
July Budget Numbers
July 2020

July 2019

Budget

Collections

$22,475.00

$36,946.00

$31,500.00

Other Income

$37,360.00

$44,130.00

$32,936.00

August Budget Numbers
August 2020

August 2019

Budget

Collections

$23,063.00

$29,129.00

$31,500.00

Other Income

$29,456.00

$18,147.00

$24,536.00

Thank you for your continued support of St. Vincent de Paul Parish! Your commitment is vital to the fiscal
health of our parish. For convenient regular giving, please consider using our auto-withdrawal program.
Visit www.stvdep.org/donate/ for more information.
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Encouraging women to build friendship and community in our parish through faith and service.

Join us to Pray the Rosary
every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

Visit our website for more information: stvdep.org/community-life/vincentian-women/

Join us on Facebook for an evening of contemplative piano, music and prayer.
Tuesdays at 5:00pm
https://www.facebook.com/events/929448800783757/
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Calendar of Events
Sunday Oct. 25

Mass - 10 am, in Church (reservation required) and on Facebook:
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
RCIA, 11:00 am – 12:30 on Zoom
Mass, 5:00 pm, Church (reservation required)
Catholic Campus Ministry Mass, 8:00pm, Church and livestream on Facebook
Register for 10am or 5pm:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094fa4ac2ca1f58-october3

Monday Oct. 26

Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7pm facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

Tuesday Oct. 27

Music, Stillness, Solidarity - 5 pm - facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Catholic Campus Ministry Communal Prayer: Evening Prayer in the Style of Taize,
8:00 pm, Church

Wed. Oct. 28

Rosary - 6pm facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

Thurs. Oct. 29

Morning Mass, 8:00 am, Church
Online Alpha, 7:00 – 8:30pm on Zoom

Sunday Nov. 1

Mass - 10 am, in Church (reservation required) and on Facebook:
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
RCIA, 11:00 am – 12:30 on Zoom
Mass, 5:00 pm, Church (reservation required)
Catholic Campus Ministry Mass, 8:00pm, Church and livestream on Facebook

The Archdiocese of Chicago's Oﬃce of Young Adult Engagement has gathered a list of online
resources for your use during this time of social distancing and beyond.
Visit https://pvm.archchicago.org/online-resources to find resources about local and national
prayer opportunities, mental and physical health, books to read, podcasts to listen to and so
much more. These resources are specifically geared toward young adults to help them stay
connected.
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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News & Notes

ON BEING STRANGERS IN A STRANGE LAND
Copyright 2020 by John B. Reynolds (john@jrwrites.com)

Referencing today’s first reading from Exodus about social laws around the treatment of
aliens and others, an old lectionary workbook of mine says this: “The word ‘alien’ refers to people
who take up residence in a land that is not their own homeland…A number of Old Testament texts
show us that the society recognized how much immigrants who were trying to make their ways in a
new land needed the special care of God…” Oddly, Christmas 2019 comes immediately to mind.
First, the actual reading from Exodus… Verbatim per the Lord, “You shall not molest or
oppress an alien, for you were once aliens yourselves in the land of Egypt.” By couching this social
law in the context of the Israelites' own experience as foreigners in Egypt, God puts a personal
element into the command. And in so doing, God emphasizes the law’s legitimacy, given the
Israelites' lived-knowledge. God’s point is well-taken, and it comes down to this: it’s tough being a
stranger in a strange land.
Which brings me, as noted, to Christmas 2019. I think I’ve mentioned in this space before
that my wife and I send out a hand-made Christmas card each year. I compose the message and handletter it on the original artwork, then we have some copies made. Last year, I wrote about the concept
of change in the lives we’re all living, and about how we’re all just passing through: We are not
natives here, wherever “here” may be for you and for me / We do not remain, not even from one
instant to the next / We move through space. We move through time…
And speaking of the concept of change, and moving through space and time, how’s 2020
treating you? Talk about being a stranger in a strange land! For one thing, we had to learn a whole
new language pretty much right out of the gate. We learned COVID-19. We learned flattening the
curve. And sheltering-in-place. And masks (not that this is a new word, but it’s sure taken on an
expanded meaning). Oh. And social distancing. Yikes! None of us saw any of this coming a year ago.
But here we are, non-natives in a strange land trying to deal with it all as best we can.
To this end, Paul shows us the way, just as he shows the Thessalonians, who, by imitating
the Apostle and his colleagues, prove a model for all the believers throughout the region in
welcoming aliens (“from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth not only in Macedonia and in
Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has gone forth”). Jesus then tells us specifically how to
get along with our brothers and sisters along the way: "You shall love the Lord, your God, with all
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first commandment.
The second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Yes, we’re all strangers in a strange
land. But even pre-COVID--even in the old normal--we are not natives here… Fortunately, we all
have the roadmap to bring us home.
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News & Notes

Mass offerings are available for all weekend masses
and weekday masses.
Request a mass to be oﬀered on behalf of your loved one. You
can reserve one for the anniversary of a death or support
someone during a diﬃcult time, oﬀer one for a birthday or
wedding celebration, or however else you wish.
We are still taking requests, but please contact Fr. Jeremy
directly by email (jdixon20@depaul.edu) instead of calling
the Parish Center.

Giving
DONATE with Zelle

DONATE online

• Select “Transfer $ using Zelle”
• Enter donate@stvdep.org
• Enter an amount to donate
• Send!
• Register as a parishioner so we
have your contact information
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Weekly Intentions
Please Pray for Our Sick
Let us remember all those here at St. Vincent’s who are ill and in need of God’s healing and
comfort. Let us keep them in our prayers and thoughts, especially: Elaine Anderson, Alyssa
Beverly, Phil Bogert, Margaret Charles, Sommer Churchill, John Garrity, Mary Grecoina,
Leticia Gross, Mary Hayes, Laura Linke, David Neesan, Ruth Ohrem, Terri Proietto, Natalia
De Los Rios, James Schwake, Joyce Walsh
Please contact Ginny in the parish center to inform us of those who are ill and
in need of God’s healing and comfort. They will be listed in our bulletin for 4
weeks. Renewal of prayers for the sick is available by contacting Ginny at
that time. If you would like Fr. Jeremy to visit the person (if they live in the
area), please let Ginny know when you add them to the list.
If you would like a mass intention for any open date, as well as other dates in the future, please
contact Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu to schedule. He continues to celebrate mass for
your intentions in private.

Mass Oﬀerings
Sunday, October 25th

Roman & Josephine Wagner (10am) /
Emma Melendez (RIP) (5pm)

Thursday, October 29th

Tracy Dolce (living)

Friday, October 30th

Leonor Alba

Sunday, November 1st

Beverly Crawford

Welcome New Parishioners:
Eryk Fundakowski; Kaitlyn Kobida
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Contact Us
Parish Staff
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M.
Pastor ...................................................................................................................... jdixon20@depaul.edu
Robert Beatty
Director of Music and Community Development …………………………………….. rbeatty1@depaul.edu
Rebecca Simons
Evangelization & Faith Formation Coordinator ………………………………………. rcarmic1@depaul.edu
Christopher Allen
Communications Director ………………………………………………………………………. callen53@depaul.edu
Mary Carter
Administrative Assistant & Records ……………………….……………………………… mcarte40@depaul.edu
Ginny Costigan
Administrative Assistant ………………………………….…………………………………….. gcostiga@depaul.edu
Suzanne Hannau
Assistant Director of Music & Young Adult Ministry …………………………………. sgillen1@depaul.edu
Jen Olson
Director of Operations ……………………………………………………………………….. jolson@archchicago.org
Jose and Salvador Perez
Maintenance
Bulletin Information
Articles must be submitted on or before Noon on Saturday for the next weekend’s bulletin (earlier, for
the week preceding holidays). Microsoft Word attachments are requested. Please make sure to indicate
which Sunday date(s) you’re requesting.
Please DO NOT send content by email, but instead use the Bulletin Submission Form:
stvdep.org/weekly-bulletin/. Contact Christopher Allen (callen53@depaul.edu) with any questions.
Website Information
Submit news items, photos, PDF announcements, and similar promotional materials at any time to
Christopher Allen. Please include your complete contact information in case we need to reach you.
The Word Among Us (wau.org) is a Catholic
devotional magazine with the daily mass readings and
reflections.
The US Conference of Catholic Bishops
(tinyurl.com/pn4a7wl) has a daily video reflection on
the mass readings, as well as the readings

DePaul University (http://tinyurl.com/mxkaue6) has a
variety of resources regarding St. Vincent de Paul and
the Vincentian Family, including articles, podcasts and
interviews, in “All Things Vincentian.”

Busted Halo (bustedhalo.com) is an “online magazine
for spiritual seekers” sponsored by the Paulist Fathers.
It includes reflections on faith and popular culture.

Saint of the Day (http://tinyurl.com/l57vch) provides a
short biography of the saint for the current day.
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