St. Vincent de Paul Parish
The St. Vincent de Paul community lives out the Vincentian charism by
serving and loving the Body of Christ without exception.

December 6th, 2020
Second Sunday of Advent
“The rugged land shall be made a plain;
the rough country, a broad valley.
— Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-1
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M., Pastor
Parish Center:
1010 West Webster Avenu
Chicago, IL 6061
Phone: 773-325-861
Fax: 773-325-862
Email: info@stvdep.or
Website: www.stvdep.org
Facebook: facebook.com
stvincentdepaulparishchicago

Mass Schedule
Sunday:
10:00 am
5:00 pm
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Sunday Scripture Re ection
As I hear today’s readings from Isaiah and our Gospel, I
cannot help but think about “Godspell” and the song
“Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord.” Simply repea ng these
words over and over, beginning with one deliberate voice,
the pace quickens and more join in the chorus. By the end,
everyone joins in and is exuberant.
This exuberance and joy is what Advent is about. We
celebrate that God became a human being like us, with all
our highs and lows, our mountains and valleys, in order to bring us new life. We celebrate that
Christ is s ll present here among us, working within us to smooth out the rough edges, helping
us to grow into who God created us to be. We celebrate that all of us, as God’s people, walk
this path together, giving each other strength, encouragement and hope.
This exuberance and joy is what Pope Francis consistently calls every believer to manifest. We
are called, in whatever way possible, to demonstrate our faith in God’s promises to make “new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” as St. Peter says in our second
reading. We are called to not be discouraged when we con nue to see crushing poverty, racial
injus ce and a seemingly unending pandemic. We have this hope and op mism simply
because Christ has promised. As we pray, we are reminded as well of our need to work to make
Christ’s work manifest here and now. We prepare the way of the Lord by examining our own
lives and a tudes to see what holds us back from fully embracing God’s grace and love. We
prepare the way of the Lord by working to change our lives, to turn back more fully to God,
and elimina ng (or seeking to eliminate) the sinful a tudes and ac ons that each of us is so
capable of having and doing. As the song “Grace” by Tim Be Told says, “Even saints make
mistakes. I keep falling on my face; even good men [and women] need grace.” We rely on this
grace today to help us recognize Christ’s presence with us as we con nue on our journey.
When we work to make level the paths of God, we encourage others to walk the path with us.
As we draw closer to God, we can celebrate and rejoice more and more in the arms of our
loving God, who provides comfort to us, strengthens us and gathers us together. Then we too
can join the joyful chorus.
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Vincentian Stewardship
Year-End Giving:
Corporate Match

Type to enter text

Your ability to arrange a planned
gift may be more significant than
you first think. Many people of

How can you make your year-end gi at
Christmas me to St. Vincent double in value?
Check with your company to see if they o er a

modest means make important

charitable matching gi program.

gifts to charities of all kinds
every day. Most people think of

Employee Matching

leaving a certain amount of

Gi s are dona ons

money to their favorite charity

an employer makes

by including the gift in their

to match its

Will. However, giving cash or

employees'

other assets is just one way to

charitable contribu ons. Employee matching gi s

make a bequest.

of ten are dollar-for-dollar, but some companies
will give double or even triple the original
dona on. Guidelines and amounts vary with each
company. Typically, individuals must submit forms
to their employers. Check with your Human
Resources Department for more informa on on
matching gi dona ons at your company.
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Advent Scripture Study with
Fr. Jeremy

Rosary for Our Lady of Guadalupe

Join Fr. Jeremy as we break open the
Sunday readings. Each Monday, we will
look at the coming week’s Scriptures.
Join us at h ps://depaul.zoom.us/j/
98653954217 at 7:30pm each Monday
night of Advent.

Join us on Facebook as we celebrate the
feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
patroness of the Americas. The feast
celebrates the miraculous image of the
Virgin emblazoned on the cloak of Juan
Diego. We will pray the rosary at 11am
on Saturday December 12.

Advent Resources

Retirement Fund for Religious

The archdiocese has a variety of personal
prayer resources available for Advent. Go
to h ps://pvm.archchicago.org/
evangeliza on/advent-resources?
utm_source=Internal&utm_medium=Her
o%20banner&utm_campaign=Advent to
check out what’s available for individuals
and families.

Help support the re red sisters, priests and
brothers of religious communi es. This
second collec on is taken up every Advent.
Due to our coronavirus protocols, we do not
have an in-person collec on for this. To
make a dona on, you can go to h ps://
re redreligious.org/
Thank you for your generosity and support.

We welc e into the ch ch this weekend:
Ryan Elizabeth, child of Parker and Jamie Rema
Vincent Franklin Reyes, child of Colten Paul Franklin and
Karol Xineth Reyes Granados
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Planned Giving

Join us for the wondrous retelling of the birth of Christ in word and song. This
virtual performance features the talents of DePaul faculty, staff and students, and
alumni.
As we celebrate this joyous season together, we answer the question at the core of
our Catholic, Vincentian mission, “What Must Be Done?”. Please consider giving
to the St. Vincent de Paul parish outreach programs.
Please register to receive a direct link to view Christmas from DePaul.
Registration closes on December 9th at 5 p.m. and the direct link will be sent via
email on December 10th
Register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/christmas-from-depaul-tickets-127921959023

Can we reach you?

Please help us keep your parishioner record up to date. If you have recently
moved, changed your phone number or email address, let us know. While we
may be physically apart during this me, it's especially important to stay
connected through other means.
Contact Ginny Cos gan in the Parish Center at GCOSTIGA@depaul.edu.
December 6, 2020
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Advent Jesse Tree
Prayer intentions for the seasons of Advent and Christmas
We invite you to add your prayer petitions for the seasons of Advent and Christmas in our virtual Advent Jesse Tree. This prayer
tree holds the collective intentions of our parish family which are offered throughout the season.

To addprayer petitions to our viryual Advent Jesse
Tree, visit https://stvdep.org/advent-prayer-tree

The Tree of Jesse used in Advent is a depiction of the ancestors of
Christ, shown in a tree which rises from Jesse of Bethlehem, the father
of King David. It is considered the original use of the family tree to depict
genealogy. The Jesse Tree originates in the Book of Isaiah which describes the coming of the Messiah. The various figures depicted in the
lineage of Jesus are drawn from those names listed in the Gospel of
Matthew and the Gospel of Luke.

VOLUNTEERS FOR CHURCH
GREETING

Advent Jesse Tree

SOUP KITCHEN SERVICE

We are inintentions
need of more volunteers
greet people
Our soup
kitchen
needs volunteers to help serve
Prayer
for thetoseasons
of Advent
and
Christmas
and act as ushers. Currently, we have mass at

on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays in the

Saturdays. The number of masses and the
celebra on of daily Mass depends largely on the
availability of volunteers. If you would like to help,
and are not part of the vulnerable popula on,
please contact Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu
To addprayer petitions to our viryual Advent Jesse
or 773-325-4155.

Sunday morning at 9:15am. If you would like to
volunteer or want more informa on, please
contact Nelson Mendoza at
nmendoz7@depaul.edu or register at h p://
www.rotundaso ware.com/volunteer/
Seton_SandwichKitchen?enroll=1

We
inviteand
you5pm
to addon
your
prayerand
petitions
seasons of Advent and
Christmas
in our
virtual Advent
Jesse Tree.
This prayer
10am
Sunday
8amfor
onthe
Thursday,
morning
from
7:30-10am.
In addi
on, volunteers
tree
holds the
intentions
of our parish
season.
in addi
on collective
to bap sms
and weddings
onfamily which are offered
arethroughout
needed tothe
pick
up dona ons at Costco on

Tree, visit https://stvdep.org/advent-prayer-tree

Second
Advent
The TreeSunday
of Jesseof
used
in Advent is a depiction of the ancestors of
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Christmas Giving Program
To Benefit the Children of Marillac House

The Christmas season is right around the corner and many of you have started your Christmas shopping
already. This year has brought unforeseen challenges for many families in our community. Remember those
less fortunate by helping make this Christmas one to remember for a child in need.
The St. Vincent de Paul Gi Program provides gi s to families associated with the Marillac House. Parents can
choose gi s for their children. Monetary dona ons collected from families are used for eld trips for the
children throughout the year. Please consider adding another gi to your list this year!
This year, we will be using the Marillac House Amazon registry. Marillac House would like all gi s to arrive by
Sunday, December 13, 2020.

Click here to buy a gi . Ques ons? Contact Kris n Lapinski
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Rights and Responsibilities
For the month of December we’ll explore the theme of Rights and Responsibilities. This theme flows from the
belief that each person has a fundamental right to life. The Catholic Church teaches that human rights should
be protected and responsibilities must be met
Learn more about the theme of Rights and Responsibilities in this 3 ½ minute video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPB6sXj6Fwo

Second Sunday of Advent
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Thank you!
The Vincentian Women thank all who generously donated items and food gift cards for the
Mother Seton Food Pantry this Holiday Season
We received
18 Men’s Hat
Over 100 pair of Men’s Sock
60 pair of Men’s Glove
22 Women’s Hat
50 pair of Women’s Sock
15 pair of Women’s Glove
Over 60 McDonald’s and Subway $10 Gift Card
If you are
interested in
volunteering in
the soup kitchen to
help serve on Monday, Wednesday and Saturday
mornings, please contact Nelson Mendoza at
nmendoz7@depaul.edu. Nelson is pictured above
with Vincentian Women sorting the donated items.

Weddings Celebrated in N emb :
Jonathan Sokolnik & Rose Osial
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Weekday
Morning
Mass

for the Lincoln ParkOld Town Parishes
As we enter Phase #2 for the reopening of our churches,
the five parishes represented in the Lincoln Park-Old Town
Grouping of Renew My Church are working together to
offer a weekday Mass at 8:00 a.m.
These Weekday Masses will resume on Monday, July 27th.
The five parish have created a rotating schedule, listed below.
If you wish to attend these Masses, please be aware of the
following guidelines:
• You will need to follow the same procedures for health and
safety as you would for attending Sunday Mass.
• Please visit www.icsjparish.org/guidelines to review the
guidelines and tips offered by the Archdiocese of Chicago.
• You must register in advance on-line at the particular
parish that you plan to attend.

Monday

St. Joseph Church
1107 N. Orleans
Chicago, IL
www.icsjparish.org

Tuesday

St. Michael’s in Old Town
1633 N. Cleveland
Chicago, IL
312-642-2498
www.st-mikes.org

Wednesday

St. Teresa of Avila Church
1037 W. Armitage Ave.
Chicago, IL.
773-528-6650
www.teresa.church

Thursday

St. Vincent DePaul Church
1010 W. Webster Ave.
Chicago IL.
773-325-8610
www.stvdep.org

Friday

St. Josaphat Church
2311 N. Southport
Chicago, IL.
(773) 327-895
www.stjosaphatparish.org

• Masks or some type of face covering are required.
Lincoln Park-Old Town Parishes Renew My Church Grouping
ST. MICHAEL
IN OLD TOWN

Second Sunday of Advent

Immaculate Conception
and St. Joseph parish
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DO YOU RECEIVE PARISH EMAILS?
Did you know that we send out weekly emails with parish updates, events
and the e-bulle n? If not, please go to our website (www.stvdep.org) and
subscribe to our newsle er. As we begin to have public mass, this will be
your opportunity to get the link for pre-registra on for masses every
Thursday. Also, please check to make sure it’s not going to your spam folder!
St. Vincent de Paul
Emergency Assistance Fund
Are you or someone you know struggling with keeping up with bills or rent at this me?
Thanks to some generous donors, we have created an emergency assistance fund. This will
provide a one- me, short-term, emergency nancial support to parishioners, and those who
are sponsored by parishioners. It is designed to give an extra hand to those of you who may
be struggling nancially. Any of you who need this help are invited to apply here.

Ministry of Praye
While we are separated from each other physically, we are all connected in one spirit in Christ.
“Being Church” means more than coming to a building. The Church is you and me – all of us
together – living out our mission. This con nues even if we are physically separated. Let us pray
for each other.
We have formalized a Ministry of Prayer by asking the members of the Vincen an Women and
Men’s Prayer group to pray for your inten ons each day. We now would like to invite anyone
from the parish to par cipate. If you would like to join, please email Leslie Linke at
llinke55@hotmail.com
If you have any prayer inten ons, please email Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu or send a
message to our parish Facebook page. As Catholics, we believe that our prayers make a
di erence in the world. Now, more than ever, we must band together as a community of faith
and keep this prac ce alive.
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St. Vincent de Paul Parish
Masses in the church:
Sunday Mass at 10:00am, 5:00pm,
and 8:00pm (DePaul University)
(10:00am also streamed live on

Facebook)
Thursdays at 8a
Parish Center Hours:
9am - 5pm (Monday - Friday)

living out the Vincentian
charism by serving and loving the Body of Christ without exception

Financial Stewardship

Oct 2020
Collec ons
Other

Actual
Previous
FY 2020
$23,637
$25,644

Total Income

$49,281

Current
Variance
FY 2021
$27,186
15%
$20,885
-19%
$48,071

Budget
Current Mo
FY 2021
$31,500
$22,915

Variance

Annual
FY 2021

-14%
12%

-2%

$54,415

-22%
-5%

Annual
$400,050
$286,580

-15%

$686,630

YTD
Collec ons
Other

$130,546
$118,173

$103,273
$90,964

-21%
-23%

YTD
$133,150
$95,360

Total Income

$248,719

$194,237

-22%

$228,510

-12%

Thank you for your continued support of St. Vincent de Paul Parish! Your commitment is vital to the scal
health of our parish. For convenient regular giving, please consider using our auto-withdrawal program.
Visit www.stvdep.org/donate/ for more information.
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Encouraging women to build friendship and community in our parish through faith and service.

Join us to Pray the Rosary
every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Our December Meeting is this Wednesday, December 9, at 6:30 pm on Zoom
Visit our website for more information: stvdep.org/community-life/vincentian-women/

Join us on Facebook for an evening of contemplative piano, music and prayer.
Tuesdays at 5:00pm
https://www.facebook.com/events/929448800783757/
Second Sunday of Advent
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Calendar of Events
Sunday Dec. 6

Mass - 10 am, in Church (reservation required) and on Facebook:
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Mass, 5:00 pm, Church (reservation required)
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094fa4ac2ca1f58-december

Monday Dec. 7

Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7pm facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Advent Scripture Reading with Fr. Jeremy, 7:30 pm facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

Tuesday Dec. 8

Music, Stillness, Solidarity - 5 pm - facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Immaculate Conception, Mass at Immaculate Conception Church,
1431 N. North Park Ave., Chicago

Wed. Dec. 9

Rosary - 6pm facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Vincentian Women Meeting, 6:30 pm on Zoom

Thurs. Dec. 10

Mass, 8:00 am, Church
Alpha, 7:00 pm on Zoom

Friday. Dec. 11

Christmas from De Paul, 7:00 pm, virtual performance (reservations required)

Saturday Dec. 12

Rosary for Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 11:30 am on Facebook:
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

Sunday Dec. 13

Mass - 10 am, in Church (reservation required) and on Facebook:
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Religious Education, 11:00 am – 12:00 noon on Zoom
RCIA, 11:00 am – 12:30 pm on Zoom
Mass, 5:00 pm, Church (reservation required)

The Archdiocese of Chicago's O ce of Young Adult Engagement has gathered a list of online
resources for your use during this time of social distancing and beyond.
Visit https://pvm.archchicago.org/online-resources to nd resources about local and national
prayer opportunities, mental and physical health, books to read, podcasts to listen to and so
much more. These resources are speci cally geared toward young adults to help them stay
connected.
Second Sunday of Advent
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ON ADVENT, AND TEMPORAL-NESS
Copyright 2020 by John B. Reynolds (john@jrwrites.com

I’m not good temporally, and most people who know me, know this. Cases in point? For
starters, I lose track of time easily. Which is why a few months ago I irreversibly scorched a
Farberware saucepan that my wife and I had received as a wedding gift. In 1981. I was heating up a
little water but got distracted by an in-progress column on my laptop. The saucepan survived, but
the nish will never be the same. Also, I’m bad with TV shows that have a lot of ashbacks and
ashforwards because I can never keep track of the time zone I’m supposed to be in. And movies
with prequels and sequels? Forget it
All of which is probably why I’m grateful for the expanded text of today’s Gospel, the
beginning of Mark’s work. It spells out nicely (and quite sequentially), "The Preparation for the
Public Ministry of Jesus,” and it has three de ned elements: The Preaching of John the Baptist, The
Baptism of Jesus, and the Temptation of Jesus. These passages lead, in turn, to “The Mystery of
Jesus” section which leads to Peter’s great confession, then on and on. Today’s reading addresses the
rst of the three elements, John’s preaching
But this is where, temporally-speaking, things get a little dicey for me. I mean, we’re two
weeks into Advent now, so we’re right around the corner from commemorating Jesus’s birth. Why,
then, does the Church give us the rst section of “The Preparation for the Public Ministry of Jesus”
to get us into the mindset? Mark doesn’t even address the birth of Jesus. It’s like he starts the story,
right in the middle of the story (so maybe he’s not so good temporally, either). And then he
broadcasts it with his opening: “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God.” Did I
miss a prequel or something?
My temporal confusion continues with the Gospel itself, but only in association with the
rst reading from Isaiah. Per the author, “Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God. Speak
tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her service is at an end, her guilt is expiated; indeed,
she has received from the hand of the LORD double for all her sins.” This sounds to me like the
Israelites’ Babylonian Exile is over. Some scholars maintain, though, that many of the exiled were
OK with their exiled status. Perhaps better to wait on nirvana than do the work to get there
Then Mark’s Gospel… The voice in the desert predicted in Isaiah is embodied in John the
Baptist, who proclaims a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Everyone going to the
Jordan for such baptism is anticipating the Messiah, but John is there to tell them that the Messiah
is already in their midst. Clothed in camel’s hair like Elijah before him, John tells the crowd, “I am
not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals.” The one who is to come, is come. Yes,
Advent beckons us to recall the Savior’s birth ( ashback) and to wait on his Second Coming
( ashforward), but let’s not ever forget that Jesus is active in our lives right now. I’m not good
temporally, but temporally, we’re all better than that.
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Re ection om Fr. Murphy

Second Sunday of Advent
As I was looking around for an idea for this week’s bulletin story, a friend sent me her Advent re lection
and asked for feedback. I quickly realized that I had nothing better than her re lection. I asked if I could
share it with you and she agreed.
Amanda Thompson is the Director of Catholic Campus Ministry, Division of Mission and
Ministry at DePaul University; we work together from time to time. I
am greatly impressed with her faith and leadership—and her
dedication to the students.
One of the great privileges of my life has been to give birth to three
beautiful children. Pregnancy was a time of expectant joy. This
incredible love was growing within me every day. There was not one
moment during those nine months that I forgot that I was carrying a
baby…that another human being was growing inside me. Then when
the moment of each one of their births came, that extreme love burst
into the world. It was overwhelming, healing, and hopeful.
Francesca Battistelli wrote the song, “Be Born in Me” to capture how
we can all give birth to Christ in our hearts and then, in the world. She
sings the words, “The only thing my heart can offer is a vacancy.” Can
our hearts offer a vacancy this Advent season? Can we allow this love
to grow in our hearts every day?
Let Christ be born in us every day. Then go and spread that love by
giving birth to Christ in the world through our overwhelming love for
humanity, healing for those suffering, hope for unity, and persevering work for justice.
Lord, I am willing. I am yours.
Thank you, Amanda. You are an inspiration. May we now wait, watch, pay attention and share
our hope for a better world.

Email me at jpmurphy@depaul.edu
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News & Notes

Mass offerings are available for all weekend masses
and weekday masses
Request a mass to be o ered on behalf of your loved one. You
can reserve one for the anniversary of a death or support
someone during a di cult time, o er one for a birthday or
wedding celebration, or however else you wish.
We are still taking requests, but please contact Fr. Jeremy
directly by email (jdixon20@depaul.edu) instead of calling
the Parish Center.

Giving
DONATE online

DONATE with Zelle
• Select “Transfer $ using Zelle”
• Enter donate@stvdep.org

stvdep.org/donate

• Enter an amount to donate
• Send!
• Register as a parishioner so we
have your contact information

Second Sunday of Advent
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Weekly Intentions
Please Pray for Our Sick
Let us remember all those here at St. Vincent’s who are ill and in need of God’s healing and
comfort. Let us keep them in our prayers and thoughts, especially: Elaine Anderson, Alyssa
Beverly, Phil Bogert, Margaret Charles, Sommer Churchill, John Garrity, Leticia Gross, Mary
Hayes, Laura Linke, David Neesan, Ruth Ohrem, Natalia De Los Rios, James Schwake, Joyce
Wals
Please contact Ginny in the parish center to inform us of those who are ill and
in need of God’s healing and comfort. They will be listed in our bulletin for 4
weeks. Renewal of prayers for the sick is available by contacting Ginny at
that time. If you would like Fr. Jeremy to visit the person (if they live in the
area), please let Ginny know when you add them to the list.
If you would like a mass intention for any open date, as well as other dates in the future, please
contact Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu to schedule. He continues to celebrate mass for
your intentions in private.

Mass O erings
Sunday, December 6th

10:00 am – Irma Cosentino, 5:00 pm – People of the Parish

Monday, December 7th

Kevin Aubin

Tuesday, December 8th

Diana Fuentes

Wednesday, December 9th

Leonor Alba

Thursday, December 10th

Tracy Dolce (living)

Friday, December 11th

Lou & Evelyn Storto (67th Wedding Anniversary)

Sunday December 13th

People of the Parish

Welcome New Parishioners:
Mary Thorsen; Sarah & Daniel Siegel; Maria & Ernesto Herandez; David Baker
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Contact Us
Parish Sta
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M.
Pastor ...................................................................................................................... jdixon20@depaul.edu
Robert Beatty
Director of Music and Community Development …………………………………….. rbeatty1@depaul.edu
Rebecca Simons
Evangelization & Faith Formation Coordinator ………………………………………. rcarmic1@depaul.ed
Christopher Allen
Communications Director ………………………………………………………………………. callen53@depaul.edu
Mary Carter
Administrative Assistant & Records ……………………….……………………………… mcarte40@depaul.edu
Ginny Costigan
Administrative Assistant ………………………………….…………………………………….. gcostiga@depaul.edu
Suzanne Hannau
Assistant Director of Music & Young Adult Ministry …………………………………. sgillen1@depaul.edu
Jen Olson
Director of Operations ……………………………………………………………………….. jolson@archchicago.org
Jose and Salvador Perez
Maintenance
Bulletin Information
Articles must be submitted on or before Noon on Saturday for the next weekend’s bulletin (earlier, for
the week preceding holidays). Microsoft Word attachments are requested. Please make sure to indicate
which Sunday date(s) you’re requesting.
Please DO NOT send content by email, but instead use the Bulletin Submission Form:
stvdep.org/weekly-bulletin/. Contact Christopher Allen (callen53@depaul.edu) with any questions
Website Information
Submit news items, photos, PDF announcements, and similar promotional materials at any time to
Christopher Allen. Please include your complete contact information in case we need to reach you.
The Word Among Us (wau.org) is a Catholic
devotional magazine with the daily mass readings and
re ections.
The US Conference of Catholic Bishops
(tinyurl.com/pn4a7wl) has a daily video re ection on
the mass readings, as well as the readings

DePaul University (http://tinyurl.com/mxkaue6) has a
variety of resources regarding St. Vincent de Paul and
the Vincentian Family, including articles, podcasts and
interviews, in “All Things Vincentian.”

Busted Halo (bustedhalo.com) is an “online magazine
for spiritual seekers” sponsored by the Paulist Fathers.
It includes re ections on faith and popular culture.

Saint of the Day (http://tinyurl.com/l57vch) provides a
short biography of the saint for the current day.
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