St. Vincent de Paul Parish
The St. Vincent de Paul community lives out the Vincentian charism by
serving and loving the Body of Christ without exception.

June 6th, 2021
The Most Holy Body and
Blood of Christ
“This is the blood of the covenant that
the Lord has made with you
— Exodus 24:3Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M., Pastor
Parish Center:
1010 West Webster Avenu
Chicago, IL 6061
Phone: 773-325-861
Fax: 773-325-862
Email: info@stvdep.or
Website: www.stvdep.org
Facebook: facebook.com
stvincentdepaulparishchicago

Mass Schedule
Sunday:

10:00 am
5:00 p
8:00 pm (CCM)
Thursday:
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Sunday Scripture Re ection
On this feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, this
re ection from Pope Francis reminds us of how the Eucharist
empowers us to transform our world. As we receive Christ in
the Eucharist, may we too go forth and become Eucharist for
others.
The Gospel we just heard speaks of the Last Supper, but
surprisingly, pays more attention to the preparations than to
the dinner itself. We keep hearing the word “prepare.” For
example, the disciples ask: “Where do you want us to go and
prepare for you to eat the Passover?” Jesus sends them o
with clear instructions to make the necessary preparations and
they nd “a large room… furnished and ready.” The disciples
went o to prepare, but the Lord had already made his own preparations. Jesus has already made
preparations and he asks his disciples to cooperate.
Jesus prepares a place for us here below, because the Eucharist is the beating heart of the Church.
It gives her birth and rebirth; it gathers her together and gives her strength. But the Eucharist also
prepares for us a place on high, in eternity, for it is the Bread of heaven. It comes down from heaven
– it is the only matter on earth that savors of eternity. It is the bread of things to come; even now, it
grants us a foretaste of a future in nitely greater than all we can hope for or imagine. It is the bread
that sates our greatest expectations and feeds our nest dreams. It is, in a word, the pledge of
eternal life – not simply a promise but a pledge, a concrete anticipation of what awaits us there. The
Eucharist is our “reservation” for the heavenly banquet; it is Jesus himself, as food for our journey
towards eternal life and happiness.
As he did with his disciples, so too today Jesus asks us, today, to prepare. Like the disciples, let us
ask him: “Lord, where do you want us to go to prepare?” Jesus does not prefer exclusive, selective
places. He looks for places untouched by love, untouched by hope. Those uncomfortable places are
where he wants to go and he asks us to prepare his way. How many persons lack digni ed housing
or food to eat! All of us know people who are lonely, troubled and in need: they are abandoned
tabernacles. We, who receive from Jesus our own room and board, are here to prepare a place and a
meal for these, our brothers and sisters in need. Jesus became bread broken for our sake; in turn, he
asks us to give ourselves to others, to live no longer for ourselves but for one another. In this way,
we live “eucharistically”, pouring out upon the world the love we draw from the Lord’s esh. The
Eucharist is translated into life when we pass beyond ourselves to those all around us.
The Gospel tells us that the disciples prepared for the meal after they “set out and went to the city.”
The Lord calls us also today to prepare for his coming not by keeping our distance but by entering
our cities. Lord, how many doors do you want us to open for you here? How many gates do you call
us to unbar, how many walls must we tear down? Jesus wants the walls of indi erence and silent
collusion to be breached, iron bars of oppression and arrogance torn asunder, and paths cleared for
justice, civility and legality. The vast beachfront of this city speaks to us of how beautiful it is to open
our hearts and to set out in new directions in life. But this requires loosening the knots that keep us
bound to the moorings of fear and depression. The Eucharist invites to let ourselves be carried along
by the wave of Jesus, to not remain grounded on the beach
in the hope that something may come along, but to cast into
the deep, free, courageous and united.
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Pray : Serve : Share

Dear Parishioners,
With the recent news from the CDC and public health departments regarding masks, I
want to provide an update on our own parish operations. In consultation with our Parish
Reopening Team and Leadership Team, we are going to maintain our mask requirement
for all Mass and liturgy attendees at least until we reach Phase 5, which is anticipated in
the next several weeks.
We came to this decision for several reasons:
• Given that less than 40% of adults in Chicago are fully vaccinated, the majority of
our adult Mass attendees and visitors remain susceptible to infection and will still
need to wear a mask at Mass.
• The vast majority of children under age 18 are not yet vaccinated.
• Our greeter/hospitality team simply does not have the number of volunteers to assist
with the added need to validate attendees’ vaccination status cards.
• The other parishes in our area have reached the same decision.
Since the beginning of the pandemic, we have operated with the health and safety of
everyone in our community as the foremost priority. Collectively, we have lifted one
another up in prayer and charity, adhered to protocols and guidelines, and committed to
a unified approach to overcoming the challenges of the pandemic. It is with that spirit of
unity that we continue moving forward. I am proud of your willingness to abide by the
guidelines and because of that, no cases have been reported from attending Mass at
St. Vincent’s. As we near the end of this pandemic, I want to keep it that way. In
addition, to make a change in mask use, we would need to verify vaccination status of
all attendees and we simply do not have the capacity of volunteers for this change right
now.
I understand that not all will be pleased with this decision. As always, I thank you for
your patience as our staff and volunteers work hard to make the celebration of Mass
and our liturgies beautiful and safe as we continue to manage everyone’s health and
safety.
Again, we anticipate changes when we reach Phase 5 in the coming weeks and I hope
to be able to share updates then.
In St. Vincent,
Fr Jeremy

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
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Pray : Serve : Share

Encouraging women to build friendship and community in our parish through faith and service.

Please join us this Wednesday for our monthly meeting –
Wednesday, June 9, 6:30 pm, on Zoom
Email Ginny at gcostiga@depaul.edu for Zoom link.
Visit our website for more information: stvdep.org/community-life/vincentian-women/

Protecting LGBT Yout
Our parish has joined a number of bishops, along with over 100 Catholic religious orders,
parishes and schools, including DePaul University's Division of Mission and Ministry, to sign a
statement from the Tyler Clementi Foundation to reject bullying and harassment of LGBT
youth. We as a parish seek to live out the belief that each person has God-given dignity and
worth and respond to the call to love our neighbor as Jesus commanded. To read the statement
and see other signatories, go to https://tylerclementi.org/catholicbishopsstatement/

Weddings Celebrated in May:
Mariclare Kanaley and Victor Mujica
Emily Iammarino and Peter Bellagamba
Jaime Johnson and Mark Evangelista
Kathleen Ashcraft and Hamilton Doane

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
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Pray : Serve : Share

We need your help!
Fund-a-Need
We are excited to launch a new initiative:
Fund-a-Need.
What is it? Sometimes unanticipated but still
significant needs arise that are above and beyond our
regular budget. Such special needs might be supplies,
services, or enhancements that help maintain quality
care and enhance the comfort, well-being, and
satisfaction of our seniors.
Please consider supporting these important needs, for your gift will help us maintain
our commitment to our deserving Residents.
Our first need to fund? A long overdue upgrade to the decades-old hardware and
obsolete signal delivery system that impact television reception at St. Mary’s
Home.
We want to offer the best for our Residents, and this upgrade will ensure highdefinition reception, present more choices and greater flexibility, and give our
Residents over 40 new television channels to enjoy!
Our goal? $7,500.
The result? Smiling faces. Grateful hearts.
We thank you for your generous support.
Any excess monies will be put toward our next highlighted Fund-a-Need.
So please check our website (www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org) regularly for
updates. And again, thank you!
Little Sisters of the Poor, St. Mary's Home
2325 N. Lakewood Ave. Chicago, IL 60614-3112
Phone: 773-935-9600
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Pray : Serve : Share

Weekday Morning Mass for the Lincoln Park –
Old Town Parishes at 8:00 am
The five parishes in our Renew My Church Grouping are working together to offer a weekday Mass.
You will need to follow the same procedures for health and safety as you would for attending
Sunday Mass.
Monday- St. Joseph Church
Tuesday – St. Michael’s in Old Town
Wednesday – St. Teresa of Avila Church
Thursday – St. Vincent de Paul Church
Friday – St. Josaphat Church

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
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Our local council of knights at St. Vincent de
Paul Parish engages in Faith in Action
Programs, activities designed to serve our
community while building upon core values of
charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism.

Our local c
Paul Parish
Programs,
community
charity, un

Membership is always open and we invite you
to learn more about us.

Membersh
to learn mo

For more information? Contact Justin Tucker
at jmtucker1983@gmail.com

For more in
at jmtucke

Service and charity are at the heart of the Knights. Founded to
meet the needs of immigrants, refugees and families suffering
from the death of a breadwinner, the Knights began as a small
service organization and has grown into a worldwide financial
and charitable organization.

Service and ch
meet the need
from the death
service organiz
and charitable

VOLUNTEERS FOR CHURCH
GREETING

SOUP KITCHEN SERVICE

We are in need of more volunteers to greet people
Our soup kitchen needs volunteers to help serve
and act as ushers. Currently, we have mass at
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays in the
10am and 5pm on Sunday and 8am on Thursday,
morning from 7:30-10am. In addi on, volunteers
in addi on to bap sms and weddings on
are needed to pick up dona ons at Costco on
Saturdays. The number of masses and the
Sunday morning at 9:15am. If you would like to
celebra on of daily Mass depends largely on the
volunteer or want more informa on, please
availability of volunteers. If you would like to help,
contact Nelson Mendoza at
and are not part of the vulnerable popula on,
nmendoz7@depaul.edu or register at h p://
please contact Fr. JeremyOur
at jdixon20@depaul.edu
local council of knightswww.rotundaso
at St. Vincentware.com/volunteer/
de
Our local c
or 773-325-4155.
Seton_SandwichKitchen?enroll=1
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Pray : Serve : Share
DO YOU RECEIVE PARISH EMAILS?
Did you know that we send out weekly emails with parish updates, events
and the e-bulle n? If not, please go to our website (www.stvdep.org) and
subscribe to our newsle er. As we begin to have public mass, this will be
your opportunity to get the link for pre-registra on for masses every
Thursday. Also, please check to make sure it’s not going to your spam folder!
St. Vincent de Paul
Emergency Assistance Fund
Are you or someone you know struggling with keeping up with bills or rent at this me? Thanks to
some generous donors, we have created an emergency assistance fund. This will provide a oneme, short-term, emergency nancial support to parishioners, and those who are sponsored by
parishioners. It is designed to give an extra hand to those of you who may be struggling nancially.
Any of you who need this help are invited to apply here.

Ministry of Praye
While we are separated from each other physically, we are all connected in one spirit in Christ.
“Being Church” means more than coming to a building. The Church is you and me – all of us
together – living out our mission. This con nues even if we are physically separated. Let us pray
for each other.
We have formalized a Ministry of Prayer by asking the members of the Vincen an Women and
Men’s Prayer group to pray for your inten ons each day. We now would like to invite anyone
from the parish to par cipate. If you would like to join, please email Leslie Linke at
llinke55@hotmail.com
If you have any prayer inten ons, please email Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu or send a
message to our parish Facebook page. As Catholics, we believe that our prayers make a
di erence in the world. Now, more than ever, we must band together as a community of faith
and keep this prac ce alive.
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Pray : Serve : Share

St. Vincent de Paul Parish
Masses in the church:
Sunday Mass at 10:00am, 5:00pm,
and 8:00pm (DePaul University)
(10:00am also streamed live on

Facebook)
Thursdays at 8a
Parish Center Hours:
9am - 5pm (Monday - Friday)

living out the Vincentian
charism by serving and loving the Body of Christ without exception

Financial Stewardship
Actual
April 2021
Collec ons
Easter
Other
Total

$
$
$
$

YTD
Collec ons $
Other $
Total $

Current
FY 2021
24,904
15,415
24,580
64,899

313,225
218,739
531,964

$
$
$
$

$
$
$

Previous
FY 2020
39,450
12,775
18,620
70,845

378,942
255,204
634,146

Variance
-37%
21%
32%
-8%

-17%
-14%
-16%

$
$
$
$

$
$
$

Budget
Current Mo
FY 2021
31,500
18,000
22,915
72,415

Variance
-21%
-14%
7%
-10%

YTD
364,500
237,050
601,550

-14%
-8%
-12%

Thank you for your continued support of St. Vincent de Paul Parish! Your commitment is vital to the scal
health of our parish. For convenient regular giving, please consider using our auto-withdrawal program.
Visit www.stvdep.org/donate/ for more information.
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Calendar of Events
Sunday, June 6

Mass, 10:00 am, Church (registration required) and on Facebook:
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Mass, 5:00 pm, Church (registration required)
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094fa4ac2ca1f58-stvincent
CCM Mass, 8:00 pm, Church

Tuesday, June 8

Music, Stillness, Solidarity - 5:30pm-6:30pm
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/

Wed., June 9

Vincentian Women Meeting, 7:00 pm, Zoom

Thurs., June 10

Mass, 8:00 am, Church, no reservation required.

Sunday, June 13

Mass, 10:00 am, Church (registration required) and on Facebook:
facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
Mass, 5:00 pm, Church (registration required)
Young Adult Pizza Party, 6:00 pm, Courtyard

The Archdiocese of Chicago's O ce of Young Adult Engagement has gathered a list of online
resources for your use during this time of social distancing and beyond.
Visit https://pvm.archchicago.org/online-resources to nd resources about local and national
prayer opportunities, mental and physical health, books to read, podcasts to listen to and so
much more. These resources are speci cally geared toward young adults to help them stay
connected.
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News & Notes

ON HARD SELLS, AND CORPUS CHRISTI
Copyright 2021 by John B. Reynolds (john@jrwrites.com

An old friend called the other day just as I was sitting down to write this column. Specifically, he called
just as I was sitting down to think of what to write. I told him as much. “You’re still writing that thing?”
he asked. “Still writing it,” I answered, adding that I’ve been at it every week for twenty-five years now.
The conversation turned to other topics, but probably because of today’s celebration, I now think of
something I’ve often told friends and family in describing my weekly column work: The Catholic Church
is a hard sell.
Business model-wise, I write 52 columns per year and offer them on a subscription basis to
parishes for their bulletins and/or websites. Currently my subscribing parishes are all in the Chicago area,
but I’ve been in PA, IA, WI and AZ over the years. I began by charging what I believed to be a nominal
amount, but later thinking I’d get more customers at a lower price point, I went down to a really nominal
amount, which is where I remain. When I tell all of this to acquaintances who might ask about my work,
they indicate that I’m a cheap date. My response never changes: The Catholic Church is a hard sell.
And speaking of hard sells, today is the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.
Per the 8/5/2019 headline of an online Pew Research Center piece written by Gregory Smith, Associate
Director of Research at the Center: Just one-third of U.S. Catholics agree with their church that
Eucharist is body, blood of Christ. The other two-thirds think the host and wine are merely symbols.
But as Smith explains “Transubstantiation – the idea that during Mass, the bread and wine used for
Communion become the body and blood of Jesus Christ – is central to the Catholic faith.” Something is
amiss.
Jesus’s words at the Passover meal in today’s Gospel are clear enough. Upon taking the bread at
the table, saying the blessing, breaking it, and giving it to his friends, he says, "Take it; this is my body."
And upon taking the cup, offering thanks, and giving it to his friends, he says, "This is my blood of the
covenant, which will be shed for many…” I suppose the two-thirds who hold that the host and wine are
merely symbols would argue that Jesus is using poetic metaphor here. I get it. After all, Jesus tells us, too,
that he is the light of the world.
But here’s the thing: he is the light of the world! And re: the Real Presence, just look to the
Bread of Life discourse in John to know that Jesus is not using a literary device to make a point. “Amen,
amen, I say to you,” he says, “unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not
have life within you.” And this, after he had every opportunity to clear up any confusion on the subject.
I’m not saying that this is easy to take in. The Catholic Church is a hard sell, remember? But on our best
days--or maybe our worst--I pray we do take it in. Like Thomas who saw and believed, may we also say,
“My Lord and my God!” Or perhaps more appropriately, may we say like the father whose faith wavered
even as the man asked Jesus to cure his possessed son: “I believe. Help my unbelief.”

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
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Re ection om Fr. Murphy

Corpus Christi
Corpus Christi. The Body of Christ. No, not the beach city
in Texas. Why do we celebrate this? Because Jesus told
us to do it:
While they were eating, he took bread, said the blessing,
broke it, gave it to them, and said, "Take it; this is my
body." Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to
them, and they all drank from it. He said to them, "This is
my blood of the covenant, which will be shed for
many." (Gospel of Mark)
Is it real? Looks like bread and wine to me. Tastes like
bread (well, almost) and wine. Do we believe this is
really the body and blood of Jesus? Yes. Because Jesus said it was his body and blood. He meant it, said it
clearly. Jesus came to earth to share in our humanity. He gave us the Eucharist so we can share in his
Divinity. (Yikes, really? Are we mini-Gods?) (Well, I think some people act that way).
Therefore, we celebrate the Real Presence of the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ in the
elements of the Eucharist.
We call this transubstantiation (Oops, sorry about that big Latin word) which is, according to the teaching
of the Catholic Church, the change of the whole substance of bread into the substance of the Body of
Christ and of the whole substance of wine into the substance of the Blood of Christ. This change comes
about in the Eucharistic prayer through the ef icacy of the word of Christ and by the action of the Holy
Spirit. However, the outward characteristics of bread and wine remain unchanged.
Many Protestants deny the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist other than as a merely symbolic or
spiritual presence. I prefer to take Jesus at his word, no symbolism, this is real.

Email me at jpmurphy@depaul.edu
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News & Notes

Mass offerings are available for all weekend masses
and weekday masses
Request a mass to be o ered on behalf of your loved one. You
can reserve one for the anniversary of a death or support
someone during a di cult time, o er one for a birthday or
wedding celebration, or however else you wish.
We are still taking requests, but please contact Fr. Jeremy
directly by email (jdixon20@depaul.edu) instead of calling
the Parish Center.

Giving
DONATE online

DONATE with Zelle
• Select “Transfer $ using Zelle”
• Enter donate@stvdep.org

stvdep.org/donate

• Enter an amount to donate
• Send!
• Register as a parishioner so we
have your contact information

June 6, 2021
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Weekly Intentions
Please Pray for Our Sick
Let us remember all those here at St. Vincent’s who are ill and in need of God’s healing and
comfort. Let us keep them in our prayers and thoughts, especially: Sue Maris Allen, Elaine
Anderson, Alyssa Beverly, Phil Bogert, Margaret Charles, Sommer Churchill, Danica Djalovic,
John Garrity, Leticia Gross, Mary Hayes, David Neesan, Ruth Ohrem, Natalia De Los Rios,
James Schwake, Joyce Wals
Please contact Ginny in the parish center to inform us of those who are ill and
in need of God’s healing and comfort. They will be listed in our bulletin for 4
weeks. Renewal of prayers for the sick is available by contacting Ginny at
that time. If you would like Fr. Jeremy to visit the person (if they live in the
area), please let Ginny know when you add them to the list.
If you would like a mass intention for any open date, as well as other dates in the future, please
contact Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu to schedule. He continues to celebrate mass for
your intentions in private.

Mass O erings

Sunday, June 6th

10:00 am: Patsy Von Grinsven, 5:00 pm – Roman & Josephine Wagner

Monday, June 7th

Tracy Dolce (living)

Thursday, June 10th

Massimo Berardi

Saturday, June 12th

People of the Parish

Sunday, June 13th

10:00 am: Laura Linke, 5:00 pm – Cheryl Ann Keilson (Mother of
Kyle and Megan Keilson)

Welcome New Parishioners:
William Salter, Ti any Johnson, Connor and Meredith Doherty, Gloria Gervacio
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Contact Us
Parish Sta
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M.
Pastor ...................................................................................................................... jdixon20@depaul.edu
Robert Beatty
Director of Music and Community Development …………………………………….. rbeatty1@depaul.edu
Rebecca Simons
Evangelization & Faith Formation Coordinator ………………………………………. rcarmic1@depaul.ed
Christopher Allen
Communications Director ………………………………………………………………………. callen53@depaul.edu
Mary Carter
Administrative Assistant & Records ……………………….……………………………… mcarte40@depaul.edu
Ginny Costigan
Administrative Assistant ………………………………….…………………………………….. gcostiga@depaul.edu
Suzanne Hannau
Assistant Director of Music & Young Adult Ministry …………………………………. sgillen1@depaul.edu
Jen Olson
Director of Operations ……………………………………………………………………….. jolson@archchicago.org
Jose and Salvador Perez
Maintenance
Bulletin Information
Articles must be submitted on or before Noon on Saturday for the next weekend’s bulletin (earlier, for
the week preceding holidays). Microsoft Word attachments are requested. Please make sure to indicate
which Sunday date(s) you’re requesting.
Please DO NOT send content by email, but instead use the Bulletin Submission Form:
stvdep.org/weekly-bulletin/. Contact Christopher Allen (callen53@depaul.edu) with any questions
Website Information
Submit news items, photos, PDF announcements, and similar promotional materials at any time to
Christopher Allen. Please include your complete contact information in case we need to reach you.
The Word Among Us (wau.org) is a Catholic
devotional magazine with the daily mass readings and
re ections.
The US Conference of Catholic Bishops
(tinyurl.com/pn4a7wl) has a daily video re ection on
the mass readings, as well as the readings

DePaul University (http://tinyurl.com/mxkaue6) has a
variety of resources regarding St. Vincent de Paul and
the Vincentian Family, including articles, podcasts and
interviews, in “All Things Vincentian.”

Busted Halo (bustedhalo.com) is an “online magazine
for spiritual seekers” sponsored by the Paulist Fathers.
It includes re ections on faith and popular culture.

Saint of the Day (http://tinyurl.com/l57vch) provides a
short biography of the saint for the current day.
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