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The St. Vincent de Paul community lives out the Vincentian charism by 
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Sunday Scripture Reflection

At times we may feel that our efforts do not 
bear fruit or possibly are even pointless. We seek 
to make a difference in our community, yet do not 
often see any results. We may even feel that 
things are worse as we watch or read the news. 
Certainly the past 15 months have made some of 
these feelings worse. 

Jesus understood these feelings, but his 
parables in the Gospel today call us to hope, not frustration or despair. He 
compares the Kingdom of God to a small seed that grows into “the largest of 
plants.” While I am not a farmer or landscaper, I can still connect with Jesus’ 
image. Jesus reminds us that ultimately it is God’s work to bring about the 
Kingdom and we have our own part to play in it. We are the seeds of the 
Kingdom. It is through our efforts that the Kingdom of God is made present in our 
midst. This kingdom starts small, as a little seed in each of us, but as each one of 
us trusts more in God and listens to the Word of God, that little seed grows and 
grows. With God’s help, we can realize our potential as human beings and grow 
in our discipleship and faith. 

We are invited to nurture the Word of God in our hearts, caring for it as a 
farmer cares for his crops. Even when it does not appear that we are growing in 
our faith, that seed is still present within us. God is still tending to that seed of 
faith within us. And each time that we follow the Word of God in our lives, that 
seed is nourished and grows. 

Mother Teresa once said, “Don’t look for big things, just do small things with 
great love.” The small acts of kindness, compassion and generosity that we do 
each day are the ways in which that seed of faith grows within us. We trust that 
as we grow, these seeds will bear fruit in our church and world which is in such 
great need of love and compassion. 
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CHURCH REOPENING UPDATES 

We received updated guidelines from the archdiocese, which are effective with the start of Restore 
Illinois Phase 5 beginning June 11. After review, we will implement these new guidelines beginning 
SUNDAY JUNE 13. 
 	
Capacity	

• All capacity restrictions are lifted.	
• Masses, liturgies, sacramental celebrations and all offices may resume 100% capacity.  	
• HOWEVER, for the short term, we will keep every other pew roped off until our mass attendance 

requires more space. 	
Physical Distancing	

• Physical distancing is NOT required for vaccinated persons.  	
• Physical distancing is recommended by public health authorities, when possible, for unvaccinated 

persons if conditions allow up to 6 ft. of separation.		
Masks  	

• Masks are optional for vaccinated persons.  	
• Masks are recommended by public health authorities for unvaccinated persons indoors, particularly in 

crowded venues.   	
Hand Sanitizing	

• Hand sanitizer will remain available if you would like to use it. 	
Masses and Liturgies	

• All forms of sacramental and liturgical ministry may resume normal practice with a few minor exceptions 
noted below.	

• Registration is no longer required. 	
• The Sheffield Avenue doors will now be open to enter the church, as well as the Webster Street doors.	
• Proof of vaccination is not required for attendance at any liturgies or services.	
• Holy Water fonts may be filled and used.	
• Choirs and congregational signing may be fully resumed. Hymnals will return to the pews.  	
• The Sign of Peace may be restored. Please be sensitive and respectful to the limits and comfort of each 

other in exchanging the Sign of Peace. 	
• Reception of Holy Communion:	

o Extra hand sanitizing before receiving Communion is no longer required.	
o The greeters will still dismiss rows so that we proceed in an orderly fashion. 	

Reporting COVID-related Illnesses 	
We continue to encourage you to report if you become COVID-positive and if you attended a Mass or liturgy 
within three days of diagnosis.  	
 	
In the event that anything changes per the State of Illinois, City of Chicago or public health departments, we will 
communicate immediately. 	
 	
Again, we thank everyone for your patience and commitment to serving the people of God, our communities and 
one another amidst year-long protocols and guidelines. As we continue to reopen and resume our pre-pandemic 
activities, let us do so with a renewed commitment to love and serve our neighbors.	
 	
Let us continue to pray for an end to the pandemic globally and the grace to move forward in solidarity and 
charity with our sisters and brothers around the world, down the street and next door in a renewed way.	

Pray : Serve : Share
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Pray : Serve : Share



St. Vincent de Paul Parish  5

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time June 13, 2021

Pray : Serve : Share

Encouraging women to build friendship and community in our parish through faith and service. 
 

 
Visit our website for more information: stvdep.org/community-life/vincentian-women/ 

Protecting LGBT Youth
Our parish has joined a number of bishops, along with over 100 Catholic religious orders, 
parishes and schools, including DePaul University's Division of Mission and Ministry, to sign a 
statement from the Tyler Clementi Foundation to reject bullying and harassment of LGBT 
youth. We as a parish seek to live out the belief that each person has God-given dignity and 
worth and respond to the call to love our neighbor as Jesus commanded. To read the statement 
and see other signatories, go to https://tylerclementi.org/catholicbishopsstatement/

We welcome into the church this weekend: 
Samuel Richard Dunnigan, child of Daniel and Katie Dunnigan

Isabella Colleen Sirus, child of Daniel and Meaghan Sirus

Isabella Grace Pereira, child of Joey Pereira, Jr. and Catalina Pereira

https://tylerclementi.org/catholicbishopsstatement/
http://stvdep.org/community-life/vincentian-women/
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Pray : Serve : Share

 

We need your help! 
Fund-a-Need 

 

We are excited to launch a new initiative: 
 

Fund-a-Need.  
  

What is it? Sometimes unanticipated but still 
significant needs arise that are above and beyond our 
regular budget. Such special needs might be supplies, 
services, or enhancements that help maintain quality 

care and enhance the comfort, well-being, and 
satisfaction of our seniors.  

 
Please consider supporting these important needs, for your gift will help us maintain 

our commitment to our deserving Residents. 
  

Our first need to fund? A long overdue upgrade to the decades-old hardware and 
obsolete signal delivery system that impact television reception at St. Mary’s 

Home.  
  

We want to offer the best for our Residents, and this upgrade will ensure high-
definition reception, present more choices and greater flexibility, and give our 

Residents over 40 new television channels to enjoy! 
  

Our goal? $7,500.  
  

The result? Smiling faces. Grateful hearts.  

 

 

 

 

We thank you for your generous support.  
Any excess monies will be put toward our next highlighted Fund-a-Need.  

 
So please check our website (www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org) regularly for 

updates. And again, thank you!  
 

Little Sisters of the Poor, St. Mary's Home 
2325 N. Lakewood Ave. Chicago, IL 60614-3112  

Phone: 773-935-9600  
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Pray : Serve : Share

Weekday Morning Mass for the Lincoln Park – 
Old Town Parishes at 8:00 am 

The five parishes in our Renew My Church Grouping are working together to 

offer a weekday Mass. You will need to follow the same procedures for health 

and safety as you would for attending Sunday Mass. 

  

Monday- St. Joseph Church 

Tuesday – St. Michael’s in Old Town 

Wednesday – St. Teresa of Avila Church 

Thursday – St. Vincent de Paul Church 

Friday – St. Josaphat Church
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Pray : Serve : Share

Service and charity are at the heart of the Knights. Founded to 
meet the needs of immigrants, refugees and families suffering 
from the death of a breadwinner, the Knights began as a small 
service organization and has grown into a worldwide financial 
and charitable organization.  

Our local council of knights at St. Vincent de 
Paul Parish engages in Faith in Action           
Programs, activities designed to serve our 
community while building upon core values of 
charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism.  

Membership is always open and we invite you 
to learn more about us.  

For more information? Contact Justin Tucker 
at jmtucker1983@gmail.com 

Service and charity are at the heart of the Knights. Founded to 
meet the needs of immigrants, refugees and families suffering 
from the death of a breadwinner, the Knights began as a small 
service organization and has grown into a worldwide financial 
and charitable organization.  

Our local council of knights at St. Vincent de 
Paul Parish engages in Faith in Action           
Programs, activities designed to serve our 
community while building upon core values of 
charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism.  

Membership is always open and we invite you 
to learn more about us.  

For more information? Contact Justin Tucker 
at jmtucker1983@gmail.com 
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Our local council of knights at St. Vincent de 
Paul Parish engages in Faith in Action           
Programs, activities designed to serve our 
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to learn more about us.  

For more information? Contact Justin Tucker 
at jmtucker1983@gmail.com 
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Pray : Serve : Share

Ministry of Prayer

Would	you	like	to	join	our	Ministry	of	Prayer?	Each	week	you	will	receive	an	email	

with	prayer	inten<ons	from	parishioners.	We	con<nue	to	live	out	our	mission	by	

holding	one	another	in	prayer.	If	you	would	like	to	join,	please	email	Leslie	Linke	at	

llinke55@hotmail.com

DO YOU RECEIVE PARISH EMAILS? 
Did	you	know	that	we	send	out	weekly	emails	with	parish	updates,	

events	and	the	e-bulle<n?	If	not,	please	go	to	our	website	

(www.stvdep.org)	and	subscribe	to	our	newsleIer.	As	we	begin	to	

have	public	mass,	this	will	be	your	opportunity	to	get	the	link	for	pre-

registra<on	for	masses	every	Thursday.	Also,	please	check	to	make	sure	it’s	

not	going	to	your	spam	folder!

SOUP KITCHEN SERVICE 
 

Our	soup	kitchen	needs	volunteers	to	help	serve	on	Mondays,	Wednesdays	and	Saturdays	in	

the	morning	from	7:30-10am.	In	addi<on,	volunteers	are	needed	to	pick	up	dona<ons	at	

Costco	on	Sunday	morning	at	9:15am.	If	you	would	like	to	volunteer	or	want	more	

informa<on,	please	contact	Nelson	Mendoza	at	nmendoz7@depaul.edu	or	register	at		

h"p://www.rotundaso0ware.com/volunteer/Seton_SandwichKitchen?enroll=1

mailto:nmendoz7@depaul.edu
http://www.rotundasoftware.com/volunteer/Seton_SandwichKitchen?enroll=1
mailto:llinke55@hotmail.com
http://www.stvdep.org/
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St. Vincent de Paul Parish 
Masses in the church: 
Sunday Mass at 10:00am, 5:00pm, 
and 8:00pm (DePaul University)

(10:00am also streamed live on 
Facebook) 

Thursdays at 8am

Parish Center Hours: 
9am - 5pm (Monday - Friday)

living out the Vincentian 
charism by serving and loving the Body of Christ without exception 

Thank you for your continued support of St. Vincent de Paul Parish! Your commitment is vital to the fiscal 
health of our parish. For convenient regular giving, please consider using our auto-withdrawal program. 

Visit www.stvdep.org/donate/ for more information. 

Financial Stewardship

Actual Budget

	 Current Previous Variance Current	Mo Variance

April		2021 FY	2021 FY	2020 FY	2021

Collec<ons 	$	 24,904	 	$	 39,450	 -37% 	$	 31,500	 -21%

Easter 	$	 15,415	 	$	 12,775	 21% 	 	$	 18,000	 -14%

Other 	$	 24,580	 	$	 18,620	 32% 	$	 22,915	 7%

Total 	$	 64,899	 	$	 70,845	 -8% 	$	 72,415	 -10%

	 	

YTD	 	 YTD 	

Collec<ons 	$	 313,225	 	$	 378,942	 -17% 	$	 364,500	 -14%

Other 	$	 218,739	 	$	 255,204	 -14% 	$	 237,050	 -8%

Total 	$	 531,964	 	$	 634,146	 -16% 	$	 601,550	 -12%
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Pray : Serve : Share

The Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Young Adult Engagement has gathered a list of online 
resources for your use during this time of social distancing and beyond. 

Visit https://pvm.archchicago.org/online-resources to find resources about local and national 
prayer opportunities, mental and physical health, books to read, podcasts to listen to and so 
much more. These resources are specifically geared toward young adults to help them stay 
connected. 

Calendar of Events 
Sunday, June 13 Mass, 10:00 am,  Church and on Facebook:   

   facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/  

   Mass, 5:00 pm, Church  

   https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094fa4ac2ca1f58-stvincent1  

   Young Adult Pizza Party, 6:00 pm, Courtyard      

          

Tuesday, June 15    Music, Stillness, Solidarity - 5:30pm-6:30pm 

   facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/  

   Community Life Meeting, 6:30 pm, Portail 

   

Thurs., June 17  Mass, 8:00 am, Church  

Sunday, June 20 Mass, 10:00 am,  Church and on Facebook:   

   facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/  

   Mass, 5:00 pm, Church   

          

https://pvm.archchicago.org/online-resources
http://facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094fa4ac2ca1f58-stvincent1
http://facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
http://facebook.com/StVincentDePaulParishChicago/
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News & Notes

  “The future is now.” A quick Internet search shows this insight all over the place. It’s a song. It’s 
something on YouTube. It’s a short film. It’s a book. And it’s probably multiples of all these things. For 
sure though, it was spoken by George Allen when he was coaching the old Washington Redskins. In the 
early 1970’s maybe? At least that’s when I was still reading Sports Illustrated every week and following 
the game. Ah, my glory days… And even years later, I remember quoting Allen’s “The future is now” a 
few times. I’m thinking in the workplace to inspire my teams.!

            Granted, this seemed to have little impact on one of my team members who--while we were 
having a conversation in general around the importance of planning for her corporate future and in 
specific around her individual goals for the upcoming year--surprised me with her “Goals, Schmoals” 
response. Some managers might have been outraged, but I knew the woman’s history and work ethic. As 
such I actually gifted her later with a framed, hand-lettered piece of artwork to commemorate the 
moment. In the moment, however, we shared a laugh then got down to the matters at hand. Plans are 
important, after all.  !

            Well, yes and no. Yes, because the experts say that without them, we flounder. At the same time, 
no, because I think that occasionally we let our future selves get in the way of our best selves. I knew a 
woman years ago who announced she wanted to run a marathon and then asked me for some training tips. 
I gave her several. Often when I saw her in the months ahead, I asked how the training was coming along. 
It wasn’t. She usually said she’d run tomorrow. It seemed to me that she was all about the I-ran-a 
marathon title, but she was not about putting in the small initial steps that would get her there.  !

            Per a well-known passage in today’s second reading, the Apostle Paul tells us that “…we walk by 
faith, not by sight.” OK. We may not recognize that the small steps we take each day--the unsung acts of 
kindness, generosity, understanding--are bringing about the Kingdom. And this is probably because it’s 
not these simple things we do, per se. It’s what God is doing through us. Which, I think, is what Jesus is 
saying in the Gospel: “This is how it is with the kingdom of God,” he says. “It is as if a man were to 
scatter seed on the land and would sleep and rise night and day and through it all the seed would sprout 
and grow, he knows not how…”!

            Of course, modern-day farmers know that modern-day farming is way more complex. They know 
that a lot more goes into it than scattering seed on the land and calling it a day. Nonetheless, the 
anticipated harvest still comes down to faith. As do our quotidian efforts--the laundry, the housework, the 
work-from-home jobs and the work-from-work jobs--done with love. People who walk by faith, not by 
sight know that these small steps feed into something much grander, albeit in God’s time, not our own. In 
a sense, then, “Goals, Schmoals” is spot on, for with Tomorrow ultimately in God’s hands, our (small-
steps) future truly is now. 

ON THE FUTURE, AND GOALS, SCHMOALS     
Copyright 2021 by John B. Reynolds (john@jrwrites.com)

mailto:john@jrwrites.com
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Stories	&	Parables	 	 	 	 	

Last	week	I	told	the	story	of	Corpus	Christi	but	I	also	mentioned	
raising	money	for	hammers.	Father’s	Day	approaches.	On	the	
likelihood	that—if	you	learned	how	to	hit	a	nail	with	a	hammer—you	
probably	learned	it	from	your	father,	would	you	consider	providing	a	
hammer	to	a	poor	Kenyan	enrolled	in	our	carpentry	program	in	
Nairobi?	If	you	heard	me	or	read	the	Elyer,	I	bet	you	can	repeat	most	of	
the	details	mentioned.	(If	you	did	not	hear	or	read,	sorry,	this	may	be	
confusing.)	

A	Vincentian	Brother,	Jim,	heads	up	the	carpentry	program,	recruits	and	trains	a	dozen	or	so	young	men	
each	year	to	learn	the	trade	of	carpenter	and	develop	superior	skills	in	the	business.	When	they	graduate,	
they	are	able	to	get	good	jobs	that	will	sustain	them	and	their	families	for	years	to	come.		

A	while	back,	the	same	people	asked	you	to	buy	a	goat	for	a	Rwandan	family	to	provide	milk	for	
themselves.	I	mentioned	my	cousin	Shirley	and	her	husband	Michael	who	were	missionaries	in	a	few	
countries	who	wrote	to	recommend	buying	two	goats—one	male,	one	female—to	provide	a	sustainable	
gift	for	the	family.	I	know	many	people	sent	$50	for	two	goats	at	the	time.	If	you	heard	the	story,	I	bet	you	
can	repeat	it	with	most	of	the	details—now,	weeks	later.	

How	is	that?	How	can	we	remember	the	details	of	the	goats	and	hammers	so	easily?	I	bet	you	cannot	
recite	the	mission	of	your	parish	in	any	great	detail	even	though	you	hear	it	at	the	beginning	of	mass	each	
week	and	read	it	on	the	front	of	the	weekly	Bulletin.	We	remember	goats	and	hammers	because	they	are	
stories.	We	connect	emotionally	with	stories	and	characters	who	are	easy	to	remember.	That	is	why	Jesus	
used	parables.	Simple,	uneducated	people	could	understand	them	and	remember	them.	

I	believe	the	conspiracy	theories	we	hear	are	around	because	they	are	easy	to	remember	and	tempting	to	
repeat.	I	believe	telling	lies—especially	big,	outrageous	ones—work	the	same	way.		

However,	I	also	believe	that,	as	Christians,	we	need	to	tell	the	stories	of	our	Christian	lives	as	Jesus	taught	
us.	Bring	the	good	news	to	those	we	love	and	teach.	Tell	them	our	stories	about	the	good	we	do	in	the	
name	of	Jesus—sending	goats	to	Rwanda,	hammers	to	Nairobi	and	love	to	our	neighbors.	

	
Email	me	at	jpmurphy@depaul.edu	

Reflection from Fr. Murphy

mailto:jpmurphy@depaul.edu
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News & Notes

Giving

stvdep.org/donate

DONATE with Zelle 

• Select “Transfer $ using Zelle” 

• Enter donate@stvdep.org 

• Enter an amount to donate 

• Send! 

• Register as a parishioner so we 
have your contact information

Mass offerings are available for all weekend masses  
and weekday masses.

Request a mass to be offered on behalf of your loved one. You 
can reserve one for the anniversary of a death or support 
someone during a difficult time, offer one for a birthday or 
wedding celebration, or however else you wish.  

We are still taking requests, but please contact Fr. Jeremy 
directly by email (jdixon20@depaul.edu) instead of calling 
the Parish Center.

DONATE online

mailto:jdixon20@depaul.edu
mailto:donate@stvdep.org
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Weekly Intentions

Please Pray for Our Sick 
Let us remember all those here at St. Vincent’s who are ill and in need of God’s healing and 
comfort. Let us keep them in our prayers and thoughts, especially: Sue Maris Allen, Elaine 
Anderson, Alyssa Beverly, Margaret Charles, Sommer Churchill, Danica Djalovic, John Garrity, 
Leticia Gross, Mary Hayes, David Neesan, Ruth Ohrem, Natalia De Los Rios, James Schwake, 
Joyce Walsh

Please contact Ginny in the parish center to inform us of those who are ill and 
in need of God’s healing and comfort. They will be listed in our bulletin for 4 
weeks. Renewal of prayers for the sick is available by contacting Ginny at 
that time. If you would like Fr. Jeremy to visit the person (if they live in the 
area), please let Ginny know when you add them to the list. 
If you would like a mass intention for any open date, as well as other dates in the future, please 
contact Fr. Jeremy at jdixon20@depaul.edu to schedule. He continues to celebrate mass for 
your intentions in private. 

Sunday, June 13th 10:00 am: Laura Linke, 5:00 pm – Cheryl Ann Keilson (Mother of 
Kyle and Megan Keilson)

Monday, June 14th Bill Weliesek

Tuesday, June 15th Tracy Dolce (living)

Thursday, June 17th Ruth Swider

Friday, June 18th Leonor Alba

Saturday, June 19th People of the Parish

Sunday, June 20th 10:00 am: Cheryl Ann Keilson (Mother of Kyle and Megan Keilson)

Welcome New Parishioners: 
Justin & Liza HM Hucek, Pat & Elly Oldendorf, Kelsey Kennedy

Mass Offerings

mailto:jdixon20@depaul.edu
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Contact Us

The Word Among Us (wau.org) is a Catholic 
devotional magazine with the daily mass readings and 
reflections. 

The US Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(tinyurl.com/pn4a7wl) has a daily video reflection on 
the mass readings, as well as the readings 

Busted Halo (bustedhalo.com) is an “online magazine 
for spiritual seekers” sponsored by the Paulist Fathers. 
It includes reflections on faith and popular culture. 

DePaul University (http://tinyurl.com/mxkaue6) has a 
variety of resources regarding St. Vincent de Paul and 
the Vincentian Family, including articles, podcasts and 
interviews, in “All Things Vincentian.”

Saint of the Day (http://tinyurl.com/l57vch) provides a 
short biography of the saint for the current day. 

Parish Staff 
Rev. Jeremy Dixon, C.M. 

Pastor ...................................................................................................................... jdixon20@depaul.edu
Robert Beatty 

Director of Music and Community Development …………………………………….. rbeatty1@depaul.edu
Rebecca Simons 

Evangelization & Faith Formation Coordinator ………………………………………. rcarmic1@depaul.edu
Christopher Allen 

Communications Director ………………………………………………………………………. callen53@depaul.edu
Mary Carter 

Administrative Assistant & Records ……………………….……………………………… mcarte40@depaul.edu
Ginny Costigan

Administrative Assistant ………………………………….…………………………………….. gcostiga@depaul.edu
Suzanne Hannau 

Assistant Director of Music & Young Adult Ministry …………………………………. sgillen1@depaul.edu
Jen Olson 

Director of Operations ……………………………………………………………………….. jolson@archchicago.org
Jose and Salvador Perez 

Maintenance 

Bulletin Information 

Articles must be submitted on or before Noon on Saturday for the next weekend’s bulletin (earlier, for 
the week preceding holidays). Microsoft Word attachments are requested.  Please make sure to indicate 
which Sunday date(s) you’re requesting. 
Please DO NOT send content by email, but instead use the Bulletin Submission Form:  
stvdep.org/weekly-bulletin/.  Contact Christopher Allen (callen53@depaul.edu) with any questions.

Website Information 
Submit news items, photos, PDF announcements, and similar promotional materials at any time to 
Christopher Allen. Please include your complete contact information in case we need to reach you.

mailto:callen53@depaul.edu
mailto:mcarte40@depaul.edu
mailto:gcostiga@depaul.edu
http://stvdep.org/weekly-bulletin/
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