
St. Vincent de Paul Parish

Lector General Guidelines

“The Lord has given me a well-trained tongue,
that I may know how to speak to the weary a word that will rouse them.”

(Isaiah 50:4)

Thank you for committing to serve as a liturgical minister at St. Vincent de Paul Parish! We are
grateful for your ministry.

There are two lectors scheduled for each Mass.

Before Mass:
● Take note of whether you are proclaiming the first or the second reading.

Study the reading in advance with the provided lector workbooks.
Be prepared to proclaim both readings, just in case.

○ If you need a lector workbook, please contact either Suzanne
(sgillen1@depaul.edu) or the parish office.

● Arrive 20 minutes before Mass, and sign in at the sacristy.
● You are welcome to leave purses/bags/personal items in the sacristy.
● About 5 minutes before Mass begins, proceed to the rear of the church with either the

Processional Cross or the Book of the Gospels to prepare for the procession (see point
below about which to take).

During Mass:
● Process in with either the cross or the Book of the Gospels.

○ The cross always takes precedence, so if there is only one lector, process with
the cross.

○ If you have mobility concerns, please either ask the Sacristan to process in your
place, or another parishioner to process in your place.

○ It is very important that the cross lead the procession at every Mass.
● Procession Order:

○ Incense (when applicable)
○ Cross
○ Altar Servers with candles (when applicable)
○ Book of the Gospels
○ Concelebrants (when applicable)
○ Priest

● Do not bow when you reach the sanctuary
● Place the cross in the stand | Place the Book of the Gospels on the altar and head to the

hallway behind the high altar. Walk through the sacristy and return to your seat in the
congregation.

● First Reading:
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○ After the collect, Lector 1 rises from your spot in the congregation and proceeds
to the center of the sanctuary steps. Bow, and either head directly up the steps or
around and up the ramp.

○ Proclaim the first reading.
○ After the reading, meet the cantor at the bottom of the steps by way of either the

steps themselves or the side ramp. Bow together, then return to your seat in the
congregation.

● Second Reading
○ After the psalm, rise from your spot in the congregation and meet the cantor at

the bottom of the steps. Bow together, and either head directly up the steps or
around and up the ramp

○ Proclaim the second reading.
○ After the reading, move to the bottom of the steps by way of either the steps

themselves or the side ramp. Bow, then return to your seat in the congregation.
● How to Effectively Proclaim

○ Prepare! Look at the reading ahead of time and use the lector workbook to help
with pronunciations.

○ Pace yourself. Read slowly and enunciate. The church has very live acoustics
and the words need space in order to be clearly understood

○ Speak into the microphone.
○ Make eye contact with the congregation, when you can.
○ At the end of the reading, look at the assembly, pause briefly, and say “The Word

of the Lord.” Wait until the congregation responds “Thanks be to God.” before
leaving the ambo.

● Processing Out - Cross Bearer Only
○ After Communion, head directly to the sacristy, and through the hallway behind

the high altar. After the cantor has announced the final hymn, walk out to take the
Processional Cross.

○ Carefully bring the cross down the steps toward the baptismal font.
○ Turn and face the altar, waiting for the priest to come down from the sanctuary

and bow.
○ Process to the back of the church.

After Mass:
● Greet people as they exit the church.
● Return the lectionary, binder, and the Book of the Gospels to their places in the cabinet

in the sacristy.


